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?Eegislatiue Assemblg
Wednesday, 19 November 1986

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

SEX SHOP: BUNBURY
Establishment: Petition

MR P. J. SMITH (Bunbury) 1 2.16 p.m.]: I
have a petition addressed to the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly which
reads as follows-

The Honourable the Speaker, and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, We, the undersigned
request that the Legislative Assembly will
act to revoke and prevent the establish-
ment of a sex shop in Bunbury for the fol-
lowing reasons;

Because there is a flood of obscene
publications and videos into our State,

Because such a shop will legally ex-
pand the marketing range of X-rated
material from interstate porn corpor-
ations, into the entire South-West of
our State,

Because pornography in videos and
publications degrades women as an
exploitable sexual commodity, with-
out feelings or modesty, a de-
personalised object,

Because pornography caters to
voyeurism, and portrays abnormal
deviant behaviour as normal,

Because where men accept such
altered values, for women there is a
high price to pay,

Because pornography creates new,
offensive demands on women, with
which they do not willingly comply,
(Eysenck and Nias)

Because women face their plight
alone,

Because this causes marriage break-
down,

Because children easily obtain ac-
cess to such videos and publications if
in their home,

Because such found doing so face
rejection by one parent, and carry the
burden of having further altered re-

lationships for the worse, between
parents, and between parent and
child,

Because such a child faces alone, the
loss of trust,

Because a caring government should
concern itself with the real status of
women, and also with the United
Nations declaration that a child shall
enjoy special protection by law.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest Con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

This petition bears 58 signatures and I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 65.)

PIGMENT FACTrORY (AUSTRALIND)
AGREEMENT BILL

Introducion and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion without notice by

Mr Parker (Minister far Minerals and Energy),
and read a first time.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from 18 November.
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) 12.22 p.m.]: In

the debate on the Budget today I want to make
a few comments on one aspect of the
Australian Labor Party's platform which has
been carried into action during the lifetime of
the Burke Government; that is, the matter of
community participat ion in education.

During the 1986 election campaign the
Burke Government committed itself, and I
quote from its policies at that time-

, .o enhancing the participation of
parents in the educational process and dur-
ing its next term will extend the successful
schemes in community participation
which commenced in 1985.

It is my pleasure today to report on the prog-
ress of this ideal of community participation in
education in the last few years.

It is well known to the Parliament that the
committee of inquiry into education in West-
ern Australia, chaired by Mr Kim E. Beazley
AO, submitted its final report to the Minister
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for Education in March 1984. Chapter 5 of that
report dealt with the question of community
participation in education. The report argued
that lines of communication and genuine dia-
logue needed to be opened up between pro-
fessional educators on -the one hand, and
parents and the wider school community on the
other, if the education system were to prosper
and develop.

The report noted quite correctly that this was
part of the process by which we would gradu-
ally democratise our society. I quote from page
266 of the Beazley report-

Evidence shows that many people in
Western Australia are searching for ways
in which they can have more direct control
over circumstances which influence their
jives. It is no longer acceptable in fields
like housing, health, communications,
transport, youth employment and con-
sumer affairs for all decisions to be left to
the experts. The community is continually
searching for ways to have more say in
these areas.

In other words, the report criticises the con-
servative idea that the consumers of education,
be they students, parents, or the wider com-
munity itself, should merely receive and accept
what is provided for them; and it developed the
idea that we need to modify this nation to al-
low for participation at the local level, both by
those involved in the education process itself-
the teachers and the students-and by those
who receive the service in the wider com-
munity. Of course, this idea exists in other
areas of the education system, especially in the
Catholic system where the idea of community
education has been carried forward in a very
productive way.

The Beazley report focused on two aspects of
the school-community relationship. The first is
that which deals with the functioning of the
school itself, and the proper role to be played
by the Government and its department, the
principal and his or her staff, and the students,
the parents, and the wider community within
which the school is situated, including the local
government authority.

An important distinction was made in the
report between involvement and participation.
Involvement means-

the process which guarantees a role for
the community, especially parents, in
schooling, but where the nature and extent
of this role is defined by the professional
staff in a school.

That is different from participation, which
means-

the process in which members of a
school community have an active role in
decision-making over a wide range of
issues, including school policy, staffing and
staff development, budget, rounds and
buildings, management of resources, and
the school curriculum.

The report noted that a good deal had been
achieved in respect of community involve-
ment, but that the time had come to go further
and establish mechanisms for genuine part ici-
pation, Various models exist in other pants of
Australia, especially in Victoria where the no-
tion of community participat ion has been
taken through to a very significant degree.

The second aspect of community partici-
pation in education deals with the joint
funding, use, and management of school facili-
ties such as hall-gymnasiums, swimming pools,
and libraries. This issue broadened to include
the process by which we plan and design our
schools to take into account the needs of the
community within which those schools are
placed. Today I will not deal with this aspect of
community participation, except to note its vi-
tal importance in an age of financial stringency
for both Government and non-Government
agencies. We can no longer afford the dupli-
cation that currently exists in some areas.

The two aspects of community involvement
are the functioning of the school, and the role
that community representatives, parents and
students can play in the education system; and
the wider relationships that exist between a
school and its local community.

After the Beazley report was submitted to the
Government, a committee was set up within
the Education Department to implement the
various recommendations which flowed from
chapter 5 of the Beazley report. This committee
has been chaired by Mr Jim Davies, Assistant
Director General of Education, Primary Div-
ision, and includes representatives from the de-
partment and appropriate interest groups. it
was my privilege to work on that committee as
the nominee of the Minister for Local Govern-
ment from 1984 until my election to the Legis-
lative Assembly earlier this year.

Encouraged by the Government in general
and the Minister in particular, and carried
along by the commitment of its members and
officers from the Education Department, the
committee has proceeded to implement the
Beazicy recommendations in a purposive and
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careful way. It is a case study in good govern-
ment; in how to implement a desirable social
ideal in a responsible way.

In the first place, the committee began the
Ions process of describing a range of
organisational procedures from which schools
can develop community participation in their
particular circumstances. Quite properly, the
Beazley report argued on page 267 that- .

The introduction of a blanket approach
to increasing community participation
without consideration being given to indi-
vidual school community differences and
needs is considered impractical and edu-
cationally undesirable.

The aim of the exercise is not to create a blue-
print which every school must follow, but to
create a framework within which the ideal can
be carried out within the particular circum-
stances that prevail in a school community.

A pilot project commenced in 1985 and con-
tinues today with the support of four field
officers within the Education Department,
appointed to each of the metropolitan offices
and working throughout the State. In this pilot
project a number of school communities are
tri ailing various decision-making models. All in
all, 27 schools are involved-il primary
schools; eight district high schools; and eight
senior high schools. Fifteen of these schools are
in the metropolitan area and 12 are in the
country.

In respect of community participation in
education, the experiments that have been car-
ried out over the years in country areas, which
mainly deal with voluntary community in-
volvement, are a fine example to metropolitan
areas on what can be achieved in this area. The
models being prepared by the pilot project
examine firstly the various range of member-
ship models that can be used, who can be in-
cluded on the various decision-making models
within the schools, and in what proportion
from these various representative bodies; and
secondly, the possible areas of decision-mak-
ing. Some or all of the following may be taken
up by a school council or school decision-mak-
ing body-school policy and priorities, grounds
and buildings, student welfare, employment of
non-teaching staff, school evaluation and vari-
ous curriculum issues.The pilot schools are
examining some or all of these functions as
possible areas of responsibility for a school
council. The third area relates to the possible
approaches that are to be taken to the decision-
making process itself. Here I refer to the meet-

ing and voting procedures that are to be
adopted within the school councils. The very
process of developing these models by way of
the pilot project is introducing a series of ques-
tions for which answers should be found before
the process of community development spreads
throughout the system. In other words, it is
hoped to iron out some of the issues before
there is a broader application of the principle.

One of the issues that has emerged as es-
pecially important concerns the relationship
between the potential school council and the
Parents and Citizens Association. Four models
have emerged. One is where there is a very
clear separation of functioning between the P &
C A and the school council; the second is where
the participatory function is carried out by
subcommittees of the P & C A itself;, the third
is where there is a merging of the P & C Associ-
ation into the school council; and the fourth is
where the P & C Association is used as a
parental forum for discussion of issues before
they are discussed on the school council and as
an electoral base for finding representatives to
go onto the decision-making body within the
school, It seems to me that this last model,
where the P & C A is used as an electoral base
and forum, would probably be the most pro-
ductive one because it recognises the comp-
lementary roles played by the school council
and the P & C Associations.

Details of the pilot project have been
outlined in the interim report of the com-
munity participation committee published in
April 1986. I urge members to read this report,
and I am sure they will be encouraged by its
contents. By the end of 1986 a final report on
the pilot project will be available and will con-
tain a broader range of description of the suc-
cessful range of models and methods.

Legislation is being drafted by the committee
to facilitate the formation of school councils
where they are desired.

Mr Clarko: You would be aware that these
councils could have been set up years ago in
secondary high schools. The vast majority of
these do not have them because they do not
want them,

Dr GALLOP: Under the enabling legislation
which has been drawn up, this will not be
mandatory.

Mr Clarko:. Under the Liberal Government,
it was set up at least 10 years ago.

Dr GALLOP: No, not legislation to enable
these bodies to operate.
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Mr Clarko: Carine has had one for 10 years.
Dr GALLO)P: Of course it has, but it does

not work under a legislative framework. The
Beazley report clearly outlines why legislation
is necessary.

Mr Clarko interjected.
Dr GALLOP: They would not have bad a

sufficiently soundly-based legislative frame-
work. That is an important aspect of the mat-
ter. The Beazlcy report established very clearly
that it is necessary to have this legislation to
incorporate and fornally assign responsibility
to school councils. At present the Education
Department of WA regulations establish the
principal as being solely responsible for the
overall operation of the school. It is envisaged
that where school councils are set up, this
power will be shared, but only in clearly de-
fined areas.

Not only will the legal and financial powers
and possible functions of school councils be
outlined, but general parameters relating to the
composition of the councils will be established.
The aim of the exercise is firstly to allow for the
formation of school councils where they are
desired and secondly to set up a general frame-
work within which the school community can
determine its own unique method. The ques-
tion of appropriate enabling legislation is diffi-
cult and complex, and it is one in which there
are clearly defined interests involved-for
example, the Professional staff on the one hand
and parents on the other. I am confident that
when the final draft of this legislation reaches
the Parliament, it will reflect the progress of
consultation and experimentation that has
been conducted.

Several members interjected.
Dr GALLOP: The committee's officer in the

head office, Mary Deschamps, and the four
regionally-based field officers, have been avail-
able to work with schools in outlining the aims
and objectives of community participation and
encouraging extra community involvement
where it is desired. Work is also continuing in
conjunction with the Education Department's
research branch to provide an item bank of
questionnaire items to assist schools in
ascentaining school community members'
needs, and views regarding community partici-
pation. This should prove immensely useful to
schools in establishing-

Mr Clarko: Will they control the finance?
Dr GALLOP: -the institutions to facilitate

community involvement and participation.

Mr Clarko interjected.
Dr GALLOP: The member will have plenty

of time to make his own contribution later.
The functions of the school councils will be

clearly outlined in legislation that will come to
this place in due time, and it will deal with a
range of areas of school decision-making.

The issue which has been raised by Oppo-
sition members proves that they have a purely
token commitment to this area of community
participation in education. In the many years
in which they were pant of the Liberal Govern-
ment, they did very little to facilitate this extra
development of democracy in our society.

Mr Clarko: You will give them no real
power.

Dr GALLOP: The member can argue that
during his contribution when the legislation
comes up.

Mr Clarko interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr GALLOP: The legislation will come to

the Parliament. This Government, in a careful
and responsible way, is carrying out its com-
mitments.

I have explained that the committee was set
up in 1984, and I told members the nature of
the work and the useful information that has
been provided.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Lightfoot: This is a puerile exercise in

boredom.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Murchison-Eyre and everybody else in this
place know that when I call for order they
should come to order. I do not know whether
the member did not hear me call him and the
other member to order, but I will presume it on
this occasion. in future, for his reference and
everybody else's, when I call order I expect
there to be order and the very next voice I
expect to hear will be that of the person who
actually has the call. At a later stage, if mem-
bers must interject, perhaps 1 will not be quite
so intolerant.

Dr GALLOP: When the member for
Murchison-Eyre developed his case for se-
cession yesterday, I noted the looks of incred-
ulity on the faces of other members of the Op-
position in this place. I hope indeed that the
member can proceed with his ambition of en-
couraging the Opposition of this Parliament to
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make secession its No. I objective at the next
election.

We had Job Bank in t983, privatisation in
1986, and now it is secession in 1989. Nothing
could guarantee more that we will be returned
to the Government benches of this Parliament.
If the member for Murchison-Eyre were a true
Western Australian he would also be a true
Australian. One cannot be a true Western
Australian unless one is also an Australian be-
cause the two terms are complementary. His
position on secession not only is contemptible
from the point of view of our nation's interests,
but also it would be severely damaging from
the point of view of the economic interests of
this State.

Let me ask Opposition members whether
they believe in the secession policy of the mem-
ber for Murchison-Eyre.

Several members interjected.
Dr GALLOP: Do they want to make it an

issue at the next election? Two of them appar-
ently support him. Perhaps the member for
Murchison-Eyre would like to employ me as a
consultant to spread his ideas among Oppo-
sition members.

Mr Lightfoot: We do not want the yoke of
socialism around our necks.

Dr GALLOP: We do not want secession.
The system of representative democracy re-

mains the cornerstone of our political system.
This Parliament and the Government which
emerges from it are the central legislative and
executive bodies of our political system,
backed up by the traditional Public Service.
However, the system of representative democ-
racy loses nothing in status and authority, and
indeed there is much to gain, if we allow the
final consumers of our policies and laws in
areas such as health, education, and welfare, to
have some say in the process by which we ad-
minister the State.

I am proud to say the Burke Labor Govern-
ment, and the Minister for Education in par-
ticular, have started a process which parents in
this State in the future will regard as a very
important contribution to the extension of
democracy. The only trouble with the Oppo-
sition is that it did not grab the idea at the time
and develop it. It took the Burke Government
to take up the issue and extend it in the life of
this Government.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [2.43 p.m.I: I
want to touch on a matter relating to the De-
partment of Conservation and Land Manage-

ment. In the Estimates there is a figure of
$ 72.597 million for the Ministry of Conser-
vation and Land Management and the En-
vironment, and of that sum the figure for con-
servation and environment is $5.825 million.
The point I want to make is that we are spend-
ing massive amounts of money on protecting
our environment and flora and fauna, and at
the same time in Western Australia we are
allowing one section of our population-all
those of Aboriginal descent-to be exempt, ex-
cept in relation to national parks, nature re-
serves, or similar areas from the laws relating
to flora and fauna. While this situation obtains
it virtually means that the Department of Con-
servation and Land Management is nothing but
a facade behind which we can pay lip service to
the question of protecting our flora and fauna.

I mentioned the amount of money which is
budgeted for the departments, but many other
organisations are pouring money into Western
Australia. Apart from Conservation and Land
Management, there is the Australian National
Parks and Wildlife Service, the Western
Australian Museum, the United Nations en-
vironmental programme, the World Wildlife
Fund, Earthwatch, and the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists Union. These are some of the
bodies which have been making immense con-
tributions in the last few months, but there is a
host of others, and all sorts of businesses
throughout Australia are making money avail-
able for conservation and work in relation to
flora and fauna. The Ashton joint venturers
recently made money available for a wetlands
study in Western Australia.

I support very strongly these immense
amounts of money being spent on the
preservation of our flora and fauna, but I be-
lieve the situation has become farcical. While
these people are pouring money into the West-
ern Australian sink, we are negating everything
they are doing by deliberately removing the
plug. Let me give some instances. I refer to The
West Australian or 10 June 1986 which
contained a news item under the heading
"Search to save rare wallaby", which stated-

Biologists today will begin one of WA's
biggest searches for the threatened rufous
hare wallaby.

They will operate from base camps at
Lake Auld and Lake Disappointment in
the Great Sandy Desert.

Over the next fortnight they will use
Landsat imagery and a helicopter to check
thousands of square kilometres.
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The expedition will include five scien-
tists from the Department of Conservation
and Land Management, Dr Gerry Maynes
of the Australian National Parks and
Wildlife Service and a scientist from the
WA Museum.

It is being financed by a $31 000 grant
from the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice.

It goes on to say-
Dr Burbidge said yesterday that the ru-

fous hare wallaby was abundant in the des-
ent until about the l940s, but in WA it was
now found only in two small colonies on
Dorre and Bernier Islands in Shark Bay.

There is $31 000 being spent to send scientists
to look for the rufous hare wallaby. When they
get there, in all probability they will find a four-
wheel drive vehicle containing persons of Ab-
original descent who are shooting the rufous;
hare wallaby, if there are any left in Western
Australia. They are perfectly entitled to do so
because in those circumstances they are exempt
from the fauna laws of this State.

In The West Australian of 13 August there
was another article which is headlined
"Arriving birds to be tracked", and it states-

Two expeditions will leave Perth this
week to track bird movements in the
North-West and desert.

About 20 ornithologists from the U.S.,
New Zealand, Indonesia, the Philippines,
China and Australia will head north this
morning to record the seasonal return of
wading birds from the far northern hemi-
sphere to the coast between Broome and
Port Hedland.

Further on it says-
The wading bird study is being

sponsored by Earthwatch and the World
Wildlife Fund Australia in conjunction
with the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists' Union.

The U.S. division of the World Wildlife
Fund is paying the expenses of an
Indonesian member of the team and the
Filipino and Chinese ornithologists are be-
ing sponsored by the United Nations En-
vironment Programme.

Again, a huge number of scientists are coming
to Western Australia at immense expense to
study the migratory birds which arrive in the
State. The birds arrive in an area between Port
Hedland and Broome and some fly down the
coast of Western Australia and settle on the

mudflats at Shark Bay. People of Aboriginal
descent wait for them with shotguns and shoot
them at will because that is what they are al-
lowed to do in Western Australia.

Another instance to which I will refer shows
that money has been poured down the sink
because we, as legislators, have removed the
plug. An article in The West Australian of 26
September 1986 stated-

Scientists from the WA Museum have
begun an inventory of the marine fauna on
one of Australia's most remote nature re-
serves.

The reserve is the Ashmore Reef, about
350 km off the north Kimberley coast and
150 km from Indonesia.

The reef, which is administered by the
Australian National Parks and Wildlife
Authority, was surveyed this month by a
group of biologists led by Dr Paddy Berry.

Again, huge amounts of money have been
spent, not on the mainland, but on an island
which is situated 350 kilometres off the coast.
It is, however, Australian territory.

The next article to which I will refer is sig-
nificant and it is dated 17 October 1986. The
heading which appeared in The West
Australian was, "New start for numnbats". It
read-

A colony of rare and endangered
numbats is to be established near
Bencubbin, 280 km north-east of Perth.

The move comes after a successful
scheme to reintroduce the animals last
year in a nature reserve near Brookton.

I will not read the complete article, but the
significant parts are as follows-

The $250 000 project was supported by
nearly $125 000 from the World Wildlife
Fund Australia.

Further on it states-

Dr Friend said yesterday that the
numbat population in WA was thought to
total fewer than 2 000, after a near-disas-
trous population crash about 15 years ago.

The most significant aspect of that article is
that while we are spending $250 000 to estab-
lish a new colony of numbats in the Bencubbin
area, if any numbats are found straying from
the area allocated to them and if, indeed, the
area is a nature reserve, they can be shot by
persons of Aboriginal descent from sur-
rounding towns. That is an extraordinary thing.
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Another article in The West Australian was
titled "Birds flock to the Kimberleys" am! it
stated-

The Kimberleys region, where nearly
half a million water birds were counted
during a survey in August, has emerged as
one of Australia's most impo' ant
wetlands.

The survey of Lake Argyle and Lake
Gregory was done by members of the
Royal Australasian Ornithologists' Union
for the Department of Conservation and
Land Management, supported by a rant
from Ashton Joint Venture.

Another article which was titled, "Ningaloo, a
natural treasure to preserve", was published in
The West Australian on 6 October and it said
that approximately 60 000 people visited
Ningaloo last year. If any of those people were
of Aboriginal descent they would have been
entitled to shoot the natural fauna in the area
that was outside the marine park.

I refer now to another article titled, "Turtles
for Survival", which quotes comments by a
Queensland tunice expert, Dr John Parmenter,
who has come to Western Australia to study
turtles. The article states-

Wildlife authorities in northern
Australia should re-examine the allow-
ances made for indigenous people to hunt
protected animals such as tunices and the
dugong, according to Queensland turtle ex-
pert Dr John Parmenter.

He said in Karratha recently that Abor-
igines and islanders were allowed to hunt
these animals because they were a tra-
ditional food source.

But the time could come when the regu-
lations could have to be amended to cover
only those people who relied on the ani-
mals for survival.

Further on it states-
"it is a fallacy to hold that indigenous

people were so attuned to animal popu-
lations that they regulated their own take,"
Dr Parmenter said.

"in the past the kill was regulated by
technology and hunters had to be very pro-
ficient to survive.

"But if these excellent hunters have
modern technology they can increase their

capacity enormously.
"A modemn rifle and a four-metre alu-

minium dinghy with a 4Ohp outboard
motor gives them massive kiliing power."

They are the words of Dr John Parmenter who,
as I have said, is a Queensland turtle expert.

All those articles indicate that an immense
amount of money is being poured into Western
Australia to preserve the flora and fauna, yet all
this is being negated simply because we are
allowing a big section of the population to be
completely exempt from the flora and fauna
laws.

I wonder whether the organisations which I
have quoted, for instance the World Wildlife
Fund, and which are spending so much money
throughout the world and in Western Australia
for the preservation of flora and fauna are
aware that people of Aboriginal descent are not
subject to the flora and fauna laws of this State.
The latest figures show that there are 40 000
people of Aboriginal descent in Western
Australia and we are allowing them to take the
fauna which organisations are spending large
amounts of money to protect. What would hap-
pen if this sort of action were brought to their
notice? I am sure that it will be in the future.
Will they stop pouring money into this State?

World Watch is spending large amounts of
money for this purpose and I wonder whether
it would continue to do so if it found that it was
spending money to preserve rare and
endangered fauna in order that 40 000 people
of Aboriginal descent could continue to take it
for table purposes. That is what they are doing.

When the two Game Acts were introduced
last century they were not introduced for the
object of protecting flora and fauna; they were
introduced with the sole object of allowing the
fauna to be shot and used for table purposes.

Are we not asking the overseas organisations
involved to do precisely that? Are we not
asking them to continue to pour money into
Western Australia because they are helping to
preserve rare and endangered species to be
used for table purposes by 40 000 people?

There is immense concern in the community
over this issue. I have not given it much pub-
licity. I have not attempted to do that and I do
not wish to do that. However, as a consequence
of the small amount of publicity it received
when I introduced a Bill in this House recently
to amend the Wildlife Conservation Amend-
ment Act, I was amazed at the number of or-
ganisations throughout Western Australia who
wrote to me. I did not realise that there were so
many naturalist organisations in the country
areas of Western Australia.
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I will read an example of the type of letter I
have received. The letter from which I will
quote was forwarded by the secretary of the
Central South Naturalist Club from Narrogin
and it states-

At a recent meeting of the Central South
Naturalist Club members discussed the
subject of aborigines hunting endangered
species of fauna with high powered rifles
and two Way radios.

As a Club committed to the protection
of all native flora and fauna, we wholly
support your proposed legislation
amending the Wildlife Conservation Act,
and particularly Section 23 of the Act.

We certainly agree that the circum-
stances, covering a span of 36 years, have
indeed changed and a serious look at the
Act and, the enforcement of same, should
be investigated urgently.

We would like to know in what way we,
as a Club, can support you so that
endangered animals are given more protec-
tion than what they currently have under
present State laws.

I look forward to hearing from you and
wish you well in your endeavours.

That is typical of the many letters I have
received from naturalist clubs throughout
Western Australia on the general issue of con-
cern for the shortcomings in our legislation. I
have other letters but one of the most signifi-
cant is from the Country Womens Association
of Western Australia (lnc). As members know,
this is a very big organisation; it has a branch in
virtually every town in Western Australia and
is a most responsible organisation. The organis-
ation wrote to me in the following terms-

Dear Mr Grayden,
re Fisheries and Fauna Act.
We have reason to believe that the
above Act has been considered by you
and you will place amendments before
Parliament dealing with Section 23.
Our members have instructed me to
write and ask you of the type of
amendments which you propose to in-
troduce. We have every intention of
supporting you if it is along the lines
of what our State organization dealt
with in 1985 when we approched the
Minister concerned to have Section 23
amended, to prohibit destruction of
our flora and fauna by sections of our
community.

I will not continue reading the letters I have
received but they all indicate an immense
amount of concern within the community that
one big section of our community is exempt
from our flora and fauna laws.

I will give some instances of the type of
things causing concern. I received a telephone
call from somebody from Kalumburu who was
concerned about a woman in the town. This
woman has great concern for the Aboriginal
people and should be applauded for that. How-
ever, she felt that they would benefit if they had
rifles, so she arranged for them to be instmucted
in the use of rifles and then made it possible for
them to acquire licences. The elders of
Kalumburu have been in contact with this per-
son to express their horror because these young
persons of Aboriginal descent are shooting
everything in sight and they are permitted to
do so. There is hardly a bird or animal left
within 10 miles of Kalumburu as a
consequence of this woman's actions. The Ab-
original community is expressing concern in
that instance.

I received a telephone call from a person at
the museum who told me that he had. been to a
caravan park in the north-west of the State and
that persons of Aboriginal descent brought a
dugong into the caravan park, carved off a
couple of steaks, and left the remainder of the
animal to be removed. That occurred relatively
recently.

The member for Murchison-Eyre has experi-
enced exactly the same thing in Shark Bay. I
can recall going to Shark Bay and being aston-
ished to see a dugong come within 20 yards of
the shore. They are immense-about the size of
a cow but much heavier-and this creature was
grazing on seaweed close to the shore. Any per-
son of Aboriginal descent in Western Australia
could have shot that dugong even though it is
classified as a rare and endangered species.

My son is a science teacher in a high school
at Geraldton. The students at that school were
taken on five-day-sojourns with Aborigines to
eat "natural foods". The slogan used by these
persons of Aboriginal descent was, "Come out
for five days and eat an echidna." Many West-
ern Australians have never seen an echidna in
its natural setting and the great majority would
be horrified to think that the few we have left
can be taken for food by any of the 40 000
people in this State of Aboriginal descent. They
are permitted to do so.
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The other day someone telephoned and told
me that there was a nest of galahs on the banks
of the Swan River in the Guildford region.
That person lived close by and had been
watching the nest with a great deal of interest
However, some young Aborigines climbed up,
took the young galahs, and said they were going
to eat them. They are permitted to do so, right
in the middle of Perth. That was the end of the
galahs.

We get constant reports that in central
Australia the few rare and endangered mar-
supials are being shot by people travelling long
distances from points of civilisation for that
purpose. They travel to rocky outcrops, put an
individual at one end of the outcrop, and at
each quarter of a mile drop a further person
until they reach the end of the range. Someone
then walks along the top of the range and every
marsupial on that range is driven within the
range of the various shooters distributed along
it. That is happening all the time. Many people
will be astonished to hear this.

We go out of our way to protect magpies and
Willie wagtails but there in nothing to stop per-
sons of Aboriginal descent-provided those
persons are accepted by the Aboriginal com-
munity as being of Aboriginal descent; it does
not matter how remote the connection is-
from taking a rifle into the hills, whether on
Crown land or private property, provided they
have the consent of the owner or occupier, and
shooting every magpie, Willie wagtail, kooka-
burra, galah, or any other bird which happens
to come within range. They cannot do this in
the metropolitan area because shooting of any
kind is prohibited, but they can shoot animals
in the hills with impunity. If anyone accosts
them or asks why they are shooting a magpie,
for example, they simply have to say that they
want it for food purposes. Under those circum-
stances nothing can be done about the matter.

I draw the attention of mhembers to a further
aspect: Huge areas of Western Australian land
are being made available to Aborigines on 99-
year leases and in other ways. On such land the
persons of Aboriginal descent will not'have to
abide by any flora or fauna laws because, as
occupiers, they will not need the consent of
anyone else to shoot native birds and animals.
On all the Aboriginal stations in the north they
will be able to shoot the wild turkeys-the bus-
tards-and anyhing else that comes within
range.

In Western Australia we have a duck season
and a season for quail, and ordinary members
of the community can take these birds for table

purposes within the confines of the season.
However, that does not apply to persons of
Aboriginal descent, who can shoot ducks at any
time of the year. They can take the rare
freckled duck that other shooters are exhorted
not to shoot.

I recall going out to the Rawlinson Range in
Central Australia in 1953. It was the first time
that vehicles had gone through Laverton to
Central Australia because they had to go
through the Gibson Desert, and to that stage no
vehicle had done that. At that time, many of
the Aborigines there had never met white
people, but even then all of them were living on
feral cats and rabbits, because water was almost
non-existent. There was no surface water,
merely a few holes which the Aborigines had
filled with spinifex and sticks to stop game
spoiling them. As there was no surface water,
there were very few kangaroos and it was for
that reason that the Aborigines were principally
living on rabbits and feral cats. Occasionally
they caught a dingo, which they would eat.

At that time dalgyte, or bilby, were very plen-
tiful in that area. The Aborigines would dig
them out. These animals make huge burrows-
much deeper than those of rabbits-so the
Aborigines would dig down to about six feet to
look for them.

Mr Watt: What is a dalgyte?

Mr GRAYDEN: A dalgye is a bilby. It is like
a little, bushy-tailed, rat kangaroo with long
ears. It is a beautiful, nocturnal animal, and if I
had the time I would describe it in more detail.
It is very rare in the central areas now, but
Aborigines are going out at night with four-
wheel drive vehicles and spotlights and shoot-
ing the few 'that remain.

On the occasion I went there, the mission
had been founded but the missionaries had
never been more than 12 miles from the
mission. However, they did have a few Aborigi-
nes whom they could really trust, and would
hand an old rifle to one of them, and he would
go out shooting. The missionaries would give
him only one bullet so that nobody could store
bullets and subsequently use them against other
Aborigines. They had to bring the shell back
before they would get another bullet. At that
time, because there was water in one or two
places in that area, there were a few kangaroos.
The Aboriginal with the rifle would go about 10
miles, shoot and truss up a kangaroo, put it on
his head, and carry it 10 miles back to the
mission.
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When I last went there, some years ago, I was
amazed and absolutely horrified to see the
changes that had taken place. There was no way
in the world one could induce any Aboriginal
there to leave the mission, not even for fire-
wood, shooting, or anything else, unless he had
a vehicle. Now in those areas they take four-
wheel drive vehicles and go 100 miles from
points of civilisation to a rocky outcrop or a
range to shoot the marsupials that exist there.

If one goes from here to Port Hedland, in all
of that 1 000 miles one might possibly see one
large monitor, one of the very large goannas-
about six or seven feet long. They are mon-
strous things. In all probability one will see
only one between here and Port Hedland, and
would be lucky to see one of the large ones.
However, if a person of Aboriginal descent
happened to see one on the side of the road, he
would be entitled to hit it on the head, throw it
in the boot, and subsequently throw it on the
coals.

Over the last few weeks I have had dis-
cussions with some of the departmental
officers, and frankly, I have been rather
perturbed at the attitude they are taking in re-
spect of this deficiency in our fauna and flora
laws. I cannot understand that attitude, which
seems to be that persons of Aboriginal descent
will not accept any change to the existing situ-
ation. That is absolute, arrant nonsense. The
Aborigines have tremendous affinity with the
land, and it follows that they must have equal
affinity with the flora and fauna of our State.
The flora and fauna of Western Australia are
the heritage of every person who lives in the
State, and it is not up to any section of the
community to simply say it is not prepared to
accept that.

Recently I asked the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs how many Aborigines in Western
Australia were wholly dependent on flora and
fauna for their subsistence. The answer was
that there were none, to his knowledge; so it is
not as though people of Aboriginal descent in
Western Australia are dependent on flora and
fauna for food. Therefore, to my mind, it is not
a question of any person of Aboriginal descent
in Western Australia saying, "We are not pre-
pared to accept it."

I point out to members that no person of
Aboriginal descent in Western Australia will be
disadvantaged if we do something about this-
and there are several things we could do to plug
this gap. It could be done by way of some
simple amendments, or otherwise, but nobody
will be disadvantaged because persons of Abor-

iginal descent in Western Australia will still be
able to take all of those birds and animals for
which an open season is declared. Incidentally,
in the north there is a duck season which is
open from the beginning of January to the end
of December, so there is no hardship there.

They can take any of the animals which are
regarded as vermin, and which are declared
from time to time by the Department of
Agriculture. For instance, in the north there are
wild pigs virtually everywhere that there are
watercourses, so Aborigines can take as many
wild pigs as they want. They can also take feral
goats, because there are goats all over the pas-
toral areas of Western Australia. They can take
donkeys, which are acceptable as food-they
are eaten extensively throughout the Middle
East. During the war there was a submarine
base at Onslow. A contractor used to shoot a
young donkey every day, dress it, and make it
available to the Americans, who would pay him
for it. The Americans were under the im-
pression they were getting beef and were not
aware that what they were eating every day was
really young donkey. At Moola Boola Station in
the north, up to 5 000 donkeys are shot each
year.

Persons of Aboriginal descent would be able
to shoot all of those. Of course, if there were
any change to existing legislation we could al-
low them to continue to shoot red kangaroos,
great grey kangaroos, and euros, and give the
Executive Director of the Department of Con-
servation and Land Management the preroga-
tive to use his discretion if he wants to give
permits to communities or individuals.

No Aboriginal community, and no person of
Aboriginal descent would be disadvantaged if
we were to act to plug the void in the existing
legislation. As I said, there are many ways in
which this could be done but to my way of
thinking it is absolutely imperative that it be
done.

I appreciate what the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management has done over
the last few months in respect of various as-
pects of the conservation and protection of our
environment and the protection of flora and
fauna. I know that the Minister is concerned
about the situation which I have related. He
kindly made time available to me yesterday in
order to have a fairly long talk in respect of this
matter. There were four departmental officers
there and I had the opportunity to explain
exactly what I had in mind. I am most grateful
for the sympathetic way in which the Minister
has approached this whole question.
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At the same time, however, I appreciate that
the Government is trying to complete its legis-
lative programme. The Government wants to
get out of the Parliament as soon as possible,
but it has the whole Budget before it. Therefore
it is quite obvious that a lot of legislation will
simply drop off the Notice Paper when we do
conclude. There can be absolutely no doubt
about that. Already private members' business
has been suspended inasmuch as Government
business takes precedence.

Be that as it may, if that does eventuate, and
this Bill happens to be deferred and cannot be
dealt with, that delay would give the Minister
time to examine the position very fully. I can
understand his reluctance to rush precipitately
into something. It is only natural that he should
want to examine the full ramification of this
matter, and I know he is approaching it in that
way. However, I want to emphasise this: This is
such an important issue that there is no way I
will allow a Bill which I have introduced to
drop off the Notice Paper and be forgotten.
This matter is something I intend to raise next
year, and I will continue to raise it because it is
a most important issue.

I return now to what I mentioned at the com-
mencement of my speech: A huge amount of
money-well over $5 million each year-is be-
ing spent by the Department of Conservation
and Land Management to provide protection
for the environment and the State's flora and
fauna. Organisations in various pants of the
world are pouring money into WA and
businesses all aver Western Australia and
Australia generally are spending large sums to
protect ournfora and fauna. While this has been
going on, Western Australia has allowed a legis-
lative deficiency to continue to exist which per-
mits people of Aboriginal descent in this State
to take flora and fauna at will for their table.
This matter is not only in the Conservation and
Land Management Act, but also is to be found
in the Fisheries Act. Section 56 of the Fisheries
Act is headed, "Extent of application of Act to
Aborigines", and subsection (1) reads as fol-
lows-

Subject to the provisions of this section
and to the restrictions imposed by or
under sections 9, 10, 23, 23A, 24 and 26
but notwithstanding anything contained in
any other provisions of this Act, a person
of Aboriginal descent may take in any
waters and by any means sufficient fish for
food for himself and his family, but not for
sale.

This means that in the closed waters of the
upper Swan and the upper Murray rivers and
similar rivers where the mullet and the black
breamn are breeding, persons of Aboriginal de-
scent can throw a net across the river and take
as many fish as they want; they can give fish to
their friends or anybody else. However, people
who are not of Aboriginal descent can be fined
up to $10 000 for serious breaches of the Act.
How often do we read of people-perhaps a
father with his children, living in the vicinity of
Collie, for example-going out and catching
marron out of season, and being caught on
their way home with perhaps 20 marron? These
people can be fined, say, $3 000 regardless of
the small number of marron which they take.
Persons of Aboriginal descent are able to take
as many marron as they like, whether it is in
season or not. While one person is convicted of
an illegal act, a person of Aboriginal descent,
who could be fishing alongside him, could have
two chaff bags full of marron, yet has impunity
in this matter. It is absolutely ridiculous. It is a
situation we cannot permit to continue, and for
that reason I am most appreciative that the
Minister has undertaken to have a close look at
this problem.

I hope the Minister will be either supportive
of the Bill which I have introduced, or
alternatively come up with something equally
effective. There are several ways in which this
matter can be approached.

MR WATT (Albany) [3.28 p.m.]: The Budget
debate provides an opportunity for members to
canvass some of the issues which concern
them. I welcome the opportunity of doing that
in this debate.

At the commencement of my remarks I com-
ment briefly about the Budget itself. I refer to
the point that was made last night by the mem-
ber for Mt Lawley, who, during his speech,
commented that the presentation of the Budget
papers this year is different from last year and
therefore it is not quite as easy to compare like
with like. That statement was rather strongly
challenged by the Premier who is, of course,
also the Treasurer. That reaction to the Budget
may be best summed up by quoting briefly
from the editorial of the West Australian Busi-
ness World, which claims to be the voice of the
Western Australian business community. I
know that the paper is certainly widely read
and respected. The editorial under the heading
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"State Budget No Restraint" says of the
Budget-

The State Government has failed to ex-
ercise genuine restraint, in either spending
or taxation, in the 1986-87 Budget.

The published Budget figures show
government spending up by 5.8 per cent
and taxation receipts up by 4.0 per cent.

However, the Budget includes several
rather dubious changes to accounting pro-
cedures. After these are allowed for; and
like is compared with like, it is clear that
the true increase in government spending
is around 9.0 per cent and that the true
increase in taxation receipts is a massive
17.6 per cent.

Examples of big spending include the
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority (up
30 per cent). Community Services (up 18
per cent). Conservation and Land Manage-
mecnt (up 20 per cent). Employment and
Training (up 35 per cent). Industrial De-
velopment (up 21 per cent) and 'Treasury
(up 20 per cent).

The State Government has missed a rare
opportunity to cut back on its own expen-
diture. Its spending plans for 1986-87 com-
pare unfavourably with the projected
spending increaise by the Federal Govern-
ment of 6.9%. The result, has been a
further jump in the costs faced by business.

The Budget was talked up as a Budget of
restraint and cutbacks in spending, but that
analysis of the Budget by the economists
employed by this publication bears testimony
to the fact that some of us who might believe
what we read in the Press have every reason to
think we were misled. One of the items not
mentioned in the editorial, which referred
mainly to spending increases, was a revenue
increase of 35 per cent in housing loans over a
12-month period. [ regard that very seriously
indeed. I am sure it will impose quite a heavy
burden on the income of many residents of
Wetern Australia who are forced to live in
welfare housing. What bothers me even more is
that the high and increasing percentage of
people living in State housing in all its forms
who receive reduced rentals are being
subsidised by those paying full rents. Those
people who pay full rents should pay a reason-
able rent, but the subsidies should be expressed
as a separate item in the Budget so people can
see exactly where the money is going.

The Budget was framed at a time when we
were living in great expectation of what the
America's Cup might do for Western Australia,
and it is reasonable that we should have shared
in that expectation. However, it seems the
expectations vary from person to person and
place to place. I say genuinely that I regret a lot
of people will be disappointed. I hope Western
Australia is able to retain the cup and defend it
a second time because it will enable many of
those who have invested large sums of money,
much of it borrowed at high rates of interest,
to have an opportunity to recoup some of the
money Over an extended period.

I received a letter the other day from a friend
who lives in the metropolitan area, and she
raised a concern about the number of signs and
billboards relating to the America's Cup prep-
arations which are popping up around Perth. I
know there has been some criticism of flagpoles
in various places, but I do not share that criti-
cism. Some of the flagpoles, for instance those
on Great Eastern Highway, have made the en-
trance to Perth very attractive. This letter deals
with the "G'day from WA" signs which are
popping up all over the place. 1 can do no
better than express the sentiments written to
me- The letter says-

I'm writing in regard to another mat-
ter-the G'Day from W.A_ signs which are
popping up as rapidly and thickly as mush-
rooms in our parks. I strongly object to
"billboards", mini or maxi size, in our
public parks and on the roadside. They are
a dangerous distraction to the driver and
they are aesthetically displeasing to the
walker who wishes to be in nature.

When 1 first saw these signs this morning
along Winthrop Drive and Thomas St. in
Rosalie Park and King's Park, I could
hardly believe it. Then I thought "Weli,
maybe it's just for a day, to welcome some-
one special."

The Daily News this evening informed
me. Not only does the private citizen have
to be abused, but we have paid to be
abused to the tunle of $250 000.

Please, please try to get those eyesores
out of our parks and off our roads. The
money has been squandered; it's too late
now. But, let's have no more of Burke's
Folly.

I think that letter reflects reasonably accurately
the views of quite a lot of people. We need to
exercise great care in how we allow these signs
to be used.
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I want to refer to an item of considerable
concern in the Education portfolio-the
schools music programme, or the instrument
tuition scheme. It is a matter about which I feel
some pride because I was able to assist in get-
ting this scheme established in Albany schools
some years ago, and it has gone from strength
to strength. Many children have enhanced their
education to an extra dimension by learning to
play an instrument. They have participated in
concert bands of very high quality. Some mem-
bers who have been here a little longer will
recall that the Albany Youth Concert Band
visited Parliament House some years ago and
played in the garden outside. Members who
heard them were amazed and impressed at
the quality of their music. They have
participated in band championships, and on a
couple of occasions won the State junior con-
cert band championship. I say that to demon-
strate the standard they have been able to reach
and the quality of their music.

The Acting Director General of Education
sent a circular letter dated I0 October 1986 to
the principals of all schools involved in the
instrument tuition scheme advising that, as
from the commencement of 1987, all students
using music branch instruments will be
required to pay a hire fee of $15 a term, or $60
a year. In the case of students studying violin,
viola, cello, flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet,
trombone, and guitar parents will be required
to make arrangements for the provision of a
personally-owned instrument by the com-
mencement of the second year of tuition. In
other words, they will be allowed to use the
lower-priced department instruments for a
year, and after that they must purchase their
own. In the case of students who are studying
more expensive instruments parents may con-
tinue to hire from the music branch for a
period of up to three years.

To put that in context one needs to realise
the recommended retail price of the various
instruments. These prices are for Yamaha.
instruments which are reasonably-priced
instruments. A trumpet costs $435; clarinet
$455; trombone $699; cello $980; the violin is
about the cheapest at $345; and of the so-called
lower priced instruments, the dearest is a tenor
saxophone at $1 395. Parents cannot buy them
tax exempt because they would be new pur-
chases, and the schools cannot purchase them
tax exempt because they would be new pur-
chases, and the schools cannot purchase them
tax exempt to resell to parents, so those are the
prices parents would have to pay. The cost of

the more expensive instruments which students
would be expected to buy after three years is
substantially higher. For example, a French
horn costs $2 500, and prices rise to $3 995 for
a baritone saxophone. The cost of other instru-
ments varies in between those two figures.

What will happen is that all the children who
are going to learn to play an instrument wilt opt
for the lower priced instruments and the
schools will end up with a concert band full of
trumpets or an orchestra full of violins.

Mr Stephens: They would make good poli-
ticians-blowing their own trumpets.

Mr WATT: At least they would be playing
the same note, but it does not make for good
harmony.

My concern is that people will be forced out
of the music scheme. I have written to the Min-
ister and proposed an alternative. I have
suggested the schools be given on permanent
loan, or some other contractual basis, the in-
struments they already hold, and the schools
can then apply the $60 a year hire fee and
administer their own scheme.

If the object of the exercise is to get revenue
for the department I suggest the school pass on
50 per cent of what it receives to the depart-
ment. For example, if there were 250 children
learning musical instruments and they received
a return of $15 000 they could pass on $7 500
to the department and retain the balance for
school use, such as repairs to instruments, and
the purchases of replacement instruments,
sheet music, and other items required to run
the programme.

If the Government's proposal is carried out
the music programme will come to an end,
which would be a tragedy. I know my concern
is shared by the parents involved.

Mr Blaikie: Some of your colleagues share
your concern.

Mr WATT: I am sure they do.
Mr Stephens: What are they looking at?
Mr WATT: I do not know. Those who own

instruments would not be required to pay any-
thing, and that would be the case under the
scheme I propose.

The reality is that there are many families
who, if asked to pay between $300 and $400 for
musical instruments for their children, would
be forced to take their children out of the
scheme. The letter suggests that families who
are suffering hardship would be
accommodated. People's pride would prevent
them from going to the school principal and
asking that they be exempt from paying the
required fees.
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I refer now to commercial building in
Albany. An amount of $1.6 million has been
allocated in the Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure for extensions to the Albany Re-
gional Prison. Recently I was contacted by one
if the builders in Albany who is concerned
about his ability to tender for that project.
Under the requirements of the Government, to
qualify to tender he must employ two appren-
tices at the time of submitting his tender.

Frankly, there is very little commercial work
available in Albany at the moment. Until re-
cently Albany had three commercial builders.
One of the companies ceased operations last
year, and another is heavily involved in the
refurbishing of the Albany Regional Hospital
and I am not sure whether he would be in a
position to tender for the prison job. Even if he
were, it would not alter my argument.

The other builder has not had a job since
July and is unable to obtain work because there
is none around. The last job he had was on the
extensions to the North Albany Senior High
School, and he was required to employ two
apprentices. Since he has completed that job
the apprentices have completed their time and
they are no longer employed by him. It would
be ludicrous to expect him to employ two ap-
prentices, which would cost him in excess of
$300 a week, when he has no work and no
prospect of work in the foreseeable future. If he
employs the apprentices and is not successful
with his tender he will have to put them off,
and that would do nothing for the morale of the
young people concerned. All in all it is a crazy
situation.

I ask the Government to give serious con-
sideration to circumstances of this nature. I
know an argument has been raised a number of
times not only by me, but also by my colleagues
from that region, that special permission be
given for local companies to tender for various
works and if they are successful they be
required to indenture the required number of
apprentices before the contract is signed. I
think that is fair and the builders think that it is
fair. It is fair to everybody, and it would be fair
to the potential employees who would be ap-
prenticed.

Although the decision-makers are notably
absent from the House at the moment I will
take up this matter with them. I want it
recorded that I think something should be done
about it.

I refer now to the establishment of the Great
Southern Development Authority. Members
would be aware that prior to the 1986 general
election considerable debate and publicity was
given to the Government's development pro-
gramme for Albany under the name "Albany
Tomorrow", which was supposed to be mod-
elled on the "Bunbury 2000" programme; it
was to do great things for Albany. The foun-
dation on which that programme was to be
built was the establishment of the development
authority. It took a long time coming, longer
than the community had been led to believe.
There was a considerable amount of disap-
pointment about that, and a lot of criticism.
Nevertheless, despite the time it took to estab-
lish the authority, I wish it every success. I have
already made suggestions to it in order that
they can be considered together with those
things the authority is planning to do.

The selection of the members to that auth-
ority is quite acceptable in the main. Some
good people have been appointed to it, but
there is a notable exception; that is, the ap-
pointment of Mrs Lynch whose appointment
can be seen as a most blatant political appoint-
ment. What special qualities does she have
when so many people applied by invitation of
the Government to be members of that auth-
ority? There is very little representation from
the region generally. The membership includes
persons from Katanning and Mt Barker, but
the remainder are from Albany. Mrs Lynch
lives in Albany.

Has Mrs Lynch been appointed to the auth-
ority because of her experience in education? If
that were the case, I would have thought that it
would be better to appoint the director of the
TAFE college in Albany. His position is much
more employment-oriented than is Mrs
Lynch's. Mrs Lynch has had no experience as
an entrepreneur or property developer and has
had no experience in business or commerce.

I wondered whether the reason Mrs Lynch
was appointed to the authority was that she is a
female and that there needed to be some bal-
ance. However, two other appointees are fe-
males and I. had to rule out my suggestion and
assume that the appointment was for a blatant
political purpose, and l am critical of that.

Mrs Lynch is the Principal of the Albany
Senior High School and is on the executive of
the State School Teachers Union, but I do not
think that would qualify her for appointment
to the authority. Apart from that, her only
claim to fame was as a twice defeated ALP
candidate. Many well qualified people offered

4443



4444 [ASSEMBLY]

their services to that authority, and her ap-
pointment was a great disappointment.

If that was not enough, the circumstances
concerning the appointment of the executive
officer to the authority were even worse. I refer
to question 1509 which I asked in this House
about the appointment of Mr Michael Jones,
who was appointed to the position of acting
executive director. I make it clear that I am not
making any criticism of Mr Jones-I have met
him briefly on only one occasion-but I am
making a criticism of the Government.

In the question regarding his appointment, I
asked what was the advertised closing date.
The reply was that it was 20 June 1986. 1 asked
how many applications were received by that
date and I was told that 38 had been received,
although the Minister for Regional Develop-
ment was reported in the Albany paper as
having said that it was 39. However, we will
not argue about one. I asked whethr it was
true that Mr Jones had applied by that date. I
was advised that he had not, but the Minister
has told me that Mr Jones was not invited to
apply. I am at a loss to understand just how all
that could come about. As I said, there were
either 38 or 39 applicants, some of whom I
know. They were told by the Minister that they
did not have the skills or the intellect for the
job.

About the same time as I asked the question
in the Parliament, somebody wrote to the local
newspaper and the Minister for Regional De-
velopment replied. I read from that letter
published in the paper, which states-

It has been previously indicated that Mr
Jones did not apply for the position when
it was first advertised.

As I said at the launching of the auth-
ority, there were 39 applicants for the
position, none of whom was considered
totally suitable by the Public Service
Board's selection panel.

While many had impressive expertise in
either the public or private sector, none
had the necessary experience in both and
the panel recommended that the position
be re-advertised.

Mr Jones' appointment as acting direc-
tor was made as an appropriate means of
avoiding any further delays in the estab-
lishment of the authority while the adver-
tisement and selection process started
again.

The position will be re-advertised.

It is considered that Mr Jones has exper-
tise in both the public and private sector,
and has the desired management, public
relations and intellectual skills to handle
the position.

What an insult to all those other 39 applicants!
The person who was appointed came from be-
ing a Federal Labor Minister's assistant and he
did not even apply for the job. Suddenly his
salary has jumped by $ 10 000 a year and he is
given the position in an acting capacity. I ask
why that was so. Surely someone in the State
Public Service could have been appointed to
that acting position. Surely the person who was
virtually doing that job, Ray Wyatt, could have
been appointed to that position. Why was it
necessary to bring in another person and give
him an extra $ 10 000? He was appointed out of
the blue from a Federal Minister's office to do
the job.

Mr Rushton: They are reducing the Public
Service numbers in the State.

Mr WATT: That is right. My daughter is
qualified as a physiotherapist, but cannot get a
job. The Government in this case has brought
in a person to do a temporary job and has given
that person an extra $ 10 000 a year when there
was a person who was already well-qualified
and capable of doing the job. Mr Wyatt has
served the Government well since being put in
charge of the Industrial Development Depart-
ment in that area. It is a scandal and it stinks.

I want it to be clearly understood that I am
not making any criticism of Mr Jones. I could
not make any such criticism, because I do not
know the person, having had only a very brief
meeting with him. However, I do criticise the
Minister and the Government for the absol-
utely disgraceful way in which they made this
appointment. It would take a most vivid and
fertile imagination to believe that this is not
another case of jobs for the boys or jobs for
mates and friends.

Mr Rushton: Totally lacking in principle.
Mr WATT: It is indeed. I tell the members of

the House that the people of Albany, especially
those involved, were somewhat less than
impressed by the way in which the appoint-
ment was made.

In respect of the Great Southern Develop-
ment Authority, I also asked in another ques-
tion how many people were to be employed
and about the Budget allocation for it. I
also had correspondence with the Minister on
this question. HeI told me that there would be a
budget of $400 000 a year for the Great
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Southern Development Authority. What he did
not say was that that $400 000 a year-or most
of it at least-was simply to have been
swapped over from the Industrial Development
Department. The same people in the same
office will pay the same rent, and use the same
cars and the same telephones. It is really in
large measure just a change of name. Again, the
Government supplied a thoroughly misleading
piece of information.

I now make some reference to the circum-
stances relating to the closure of Hunts Foods
in Albany and the sale of the Manjimup can-
nery. I feel I should spend a few moments to
comment about this because for quite some
time the Manjimup cannery has been propped
up by successive Governments at great cost to
the State. It has cost many millions of dollars.
At the same time Albany's Hunts Foods
operated a processing plant for vegetables and
fish. It is now a matter of history that the
Hunts Foods company failed for reasons which
have all been canvassed and which I do not
intend to go into again today. However, at the
time the State Government and the ANZ Bank
were secured creditors. In addition, a
substantial number of local business people
were owed various unsecured amounts up to
figures in excess of$l10 000.

A new company, Southern Processors Lim-
ited, has been formed by local business people
and financed by them to take over Hunts' oper-
ations. The company has already been put on
what appears to be a very good path headed
towards a successful operation. It has employed
an excellent manager in Mr Brent Griffiths,
who is doing what appears to me to be an excel-
lent'job. I have every reason to be very confi-
dent about the future of that company. It will
process peas and beans and it has already
begun preparing for plant to be installed and
for buildings to be modified to house machin-
ery and equipment for use in the production of
French-fries. However, since the company
commenced its operations the Eastern States
food processor, Edgell Birdseye, has taken over
the Manjimup cannery and will compete
directly with the Albany company, Southern
Processors, in both French-fries and frozen
peas production.

I want to say a couple of things about Edgell
Birdseye's entry into WA. Firstly, from the
State's point of view its presence-considering
the injection of capital it will bring, the pro-
vision of jobs, and the opportunities for veg-
etable and potato growers-is most welcome
and will be good for Western Australia. Sec-

ondly, anything that will allow the State
Government to get rid of the millstone that has
hung around its neck for so many years by way
of support for the Manjimup cannery must be
of positive benefit for Western Australia. I am
sure we all welcome that.

The role played by the State Government in
facilitating Edgell Birdseye's entry into
Manjimup, however, is not quite so enthusi-
astically endorsed by me and quite a few of my
constituents. To allow the sale of the
Manj imup cannery to Edgell, the State Govern-
ment agreed to write off debts of $2.3 million.
Members may be aware that I have asked quite
a number of questions about the Government's
role in this matter in recent months, as has the
member for Stirling. A couple of areas leave me
substantially less than impressed.

The first area in which I criticise the Govern-
ment is in its failure or refusal-the result at
least is the same-properly and fully to answer
questions. I do not intend to canvass those
deficiencies in those answers because time will
not permit me, but I think it is an area with
which we in the Opposition have had good
reason to be dissatisfied since the present
Government took office. Only after all those
questions and a number of discussions at vai-
ous levels, did the Industrial Development De-
partment officers suggest and the Minister
apre: that we should have a proper briefing to
be filled in on all the details of those
transactions.

Essentially my complaints are, firstly, that
the Government did not display even-
handedness in its dealings with Hunts Foods
and the Manjimup, cannery. In the case of the
cannery, all of its debts of $2.3 million were
written off to allow the sale to proceed. In ad-
dition, perhaps by good fortune, the value of
the stock held by the cannery sold as pant of
that deal increased markedly shortly after the
sale. It left both Edgell and Manjimup Canning
Co-operative Co Ltd in a fairly favourable
position. Further, the Government has given
some fairly attractive undertakings to Edgell in
respect of the provision of water supplies and
the buy-back guarantees in certain circum-
stances and for a limited period.

Conversely, the timing of the Hunts closure
appeared to be in the Government's favour. As
previously mentioned, the ANZ Bank and the
Government were secured creditors, and a con-
siderable amount of stock held in the store and
the sale of the assets left those two secure credi-
tors pretty well satisfied. But many small credi-
tors to whom I referred previously received ab-
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solutely nothing. In many cases the relatively
large amounts they lost were more than they
could afford. To their credit some of them have
now invested in the new company and shown
their loyalty to the region in that way. I hope-
and I have every reason to believe this will
come about-they will be well rewarded for
doing so.

Mr Stephens interjected.

Mr WATT: The member is absolutely right.
It was not a deliberate omission. After they had
invested their funds in the new venture it was
discovered that the State Government had
been giving what they saw as preferential treat-
ment to Manjimup to enable a larger company
to compete with them.

The Government has claimed at all times
that its decision to give some limited financial
assistance to the Albany company was on the
basis of processing peas and beans only. One of
the reasons for this was as a result of comment
in a letter written pretty early on in the piece
which indicated that the company would be
processing peas and beans only. I have since
been told that they had been asked to write that
specifically in a letter to the Department of
Industrial Development. I am not able to state
whether that was so or not. However that may
be, the Government knew that the company
would be involved in French-fries because of
the cash-flow projections supplied by the
company and as a result of the negotiations
with the Government, which included dis-
cussions about that part of their activities.

In addition, assistance includes a loan of
$ 100 000 interest-free to be written off over, I
think, four years. It is to be progressively writ-
ten off so that it does not have to be repaid.
The Government also purchased one of the
Hunts Foods buildings which, after 10 years, it
is prepared to sell to the new company at cost.
In the meantime the building is being leased to
that company at a fairly token rental for the
express purpose of storing potatoes to be used
in the processing of French-fries. It could never
be argued that the Government did not know
or expect that the company would be involved
in the production of French-fries. Of course the
Government knew about it.

Notwithstanding that, I want to speak en-
thusiastically of the prospects of the new
company. It is showing some initiative in what
it is doing down there. It should be understood
that Edge][ had a large share of the market in
Western Australia before coming here. If it
produces what it was sending from the Eastern

States, that would be a big boost for Western
Australia. The Albany company will, I am sure,
find plenty of market opportunities. It is plan-
ning already to diversify into other markets,
and it is looking to expand its Western
Australian market and export into the South-
East Asian market. The future looks very
bright.

Mr Speaker, I conclude by drawing to your
attention a little matter which has been
bothering me for some time. I might be a little
old-fashioned or have inflated ideas about how
this place should be run, but I want to refer
particularly to the standard of chairmanship by
some of your deputies during debates in this
House. For some time we have seen a gradual
decline in the standard of chairmanship.

Points of Order

Mr PEARCE: Casually listening to this dis-
cussion, it seems to me Standing Orders cover
somebody wanting to reflect on the Chair. It
seems to me that that position should apply,
whether the person is in the Chair or not. It
cannot be the case that members are not al-
lowed to reflect on the Chair, but as soon as the
person leaves the Chair it is all right for the
member to get up and cast aspersions. That is
disgraceful.

Mr HASSELL: The Budget debate is and
always has been a free and wide-ranging de-
bate. It just happens that the member for
Albany is the first person to raise a question of
this nature, but there are issues relating to these
matters which at some stage might well be
raised in the House. I do not know whether the
Leader of the House is suggesting that the
House may not at any stage debate in a general
way and without reflection on particular nul-
ings or particular individuals the standard or
the way in which the House is run.,

Mr Pearce: We are not talking about the
House; we are talking about Presiding Officers.

Mr HASSELL: We are talking about Presid-
ing Officers in the performance of their duties,
and that is a question which the House may on
some occasion consider, as it can consider the
fulfilment of the duties of the Government and
its Ministers. May I point out that if a debate of
this nature is to be stifled by artificially narrow
rulings, the inevitable result is that members
who feel strongly about these matters might be
put into the positibn of having to move a for-
mal motion.
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I submit to you, Mr Speaker, that good sense
would suggest that moderate and reasonable
comments of a general nature which do not
reflect on individuals as persons and on par-
ticular rulings in some improper way should be
permitted, as is all other debate in this House.

Mr WATT: I wish to make the point that I
have not and do not intend to cast any as-
persions on any particular individual but to
make some general comments about chairman-
ship.

Several members interjected.

Speaker's Ruling

The SPEAKER: Order! I am going to rule in
favour of the point of order which has been
raised. In giving my reasons for ruling in
favour of it, I refer members to a couple of
precedents, and T will read one of them.

It has been ruled in the past that criticisms of
Chairmen in this place must be by substantive
motion, and the occasions I refer to appear on
22 November 1928 at page 1975, and on 4
December 1979 at page 5755.

1 will read from the ruling recorded on page
5755 for Tuesday, 4 December 1979-

There are precedents in this place for
criticism of a Chairman of Committees or
Deputy Chairmen of Committees to be
raised by way of substantive motion. In
view of those precedents, I must rule the
member for Welshpool out of order in rais-
ing the matter in this way.

It would be appropriate for the member for
Albany to take two courses of action if he has a
genuine problem in this area. I am quite happy
to receive him, together with the Leader of the
Opposition if that suits him, in my chambers at
a later stage of the proceedings today or
tomorrow; alternatively he could move a
substantive motion. Certainly he cannot con-
tinue as he was doing.

Debate Resumed

Mr WATT: Mr Speaker, I accept your ruling.
You will be receiving a visit from me. Without
debating the ruling you have given I want to
explain that I quite deliberately chose to raise
the matter during this debate, because I
thought it was of general interest to all memn-
bers and something from which we could all
benefit. However, as the Leader of the House

has been so narrow-minded and does not want
to hear any discussion of that kind-

Po int of Order
Mr PEARCE: My shoulders are as broad as

anyone else's, but I raised a point of order and
the Speaker ruled in favour of it. The member
is indirectly reflecting upon the Speaker's rul-
ing by attempting to abuse me. Surely it is not
in order for him to canvass your ruling, Mr
Speaker, by seeking to pour scorn on the person
who raised a correct point of order in the first
place.

The SPEAKER: I think the member for
Albany should now move on to another sub-
ject.

Debate Resumed
Mr WATT: I was just about to do so, Mr

Speaker.
The last matter I will canvass on behalf of

some of the fishermen and others in the fishing
industry in Albany is a proposal to limit the
mulie fishery in King George Sound. It is diffi-
cult for me to adopt a hard and fast position in
the Parliament in trying to represent the views
of my community, because not everyone in
Albany agrees. However, one thing they do
agree on is the unsuitable area which has been
defined in order to manage the proposed fish-
ery. It is an area far larger than that just de-
fined by the various authorities to represent
King George Sound.

It is known and acknowledged by just about
everyone involved in the fishery that there
really is a tremendous mulie resource in the
area. I am not suggesting that there ought not
be some sort of control over the fishery, but
what concerns me is the information provided
by the Minister for Fisheries recently in reply
to a question on notice from me wherein I
asked-

In respect of proposals to introduce a
management programme for the mulie
fishery in King George Sound, would he
please say what research has been carried
out to determine the extent of mulie fish
stocks? -

He replied as follows-and it should he noted
that mulies are also called pilchards-

Advice on the biology and the extent of
stocks of pilchard was based on results
from-
(i) Early CSIRO research;

(ii) Russian research;
(iii) WA consultant's report-Jack Robins.
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However, he also advised that the CSIRO re-
search had been done in the 1940s and early
1950s, that the Russian research had been done
in the 1960s, and that the Fisheries Depart-
ment research had been done in the 1970s with
an aerial survey having been carried out in
1978.

The mulie fishery was not even being fished
to any great extent in 1978. To suddenly turn
around and impose fairly dramatic controls on
that fishery based on research, the most recent
of which was carried out in 1978, is most un-
usual and represents an incorrect criterion on
which to base controls.

The fishing industry in Albany has had more
than its fair share of setbacks. I ask the Minis-
ter to be absolutely sure that people who have
been fishing in that industry are given the
fairest possible opportunity to exploit commer-
cially the resource, based on recent and accu-
rate up-to-date information and not material
that was produced in the 1940s, 1950s, and
1 960s by the Russians, inform ation which
could at best be described as well and truly out
of date.

I support the Budget.

MR THOMAS (Welshpool) [4.16 p.m.]:
Like the member for South Perth I wish to
speak on an item which falls within the re-
sponsibility of the Minister for Conservation
and Land Management and Minister for En-
vironment; namely, that portion of his
responsibilities within the Department of Con-
servation and Land Management, which are
those responsibilities formerly discharged by
the Forests Department.

The forests pant of the Department of Con-
servation and Land Management consumed
about $55 million of expenditure in the Budget
and generated in the order of $19 million in
revenue. In addition it comprises two million
hectares of very important public land for
which the State Government is responsible and
ultimately for which this Parliament is respon-
sible.

As members would be aware, in March 1985
the responsibility for the administration of
State forests was subsumed from the Forests
Department into the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management. In addressing
some of the problems which face that depart-
ment, the issues of forest management in this
State, I would like to refer in some detail to
problems which I believe are very similar to
those which occurred in this State at the time

that the Forests Department was established in
1918. Many of the issues confronting the then
Government and Parliament are similar to
issues concerning this Government and Parlia-
ment. So we have a situation where a new de-
partment and a new Act are facing problems
which have a great deal in common with prob-
lems faced many years ago.

The Scadden Government in the early part
of this century was the first Government in WA
to recognise that forest resources are finite and
that forests have to be managed properly if they
are to provide a continuing resource base for an
industry. It commissioned a New Zealand for-
ester, D. E. Hutchins, to undertake studies for
that Government. Mr Hutchins had previously
worked in New Zealand. He was commissioned
by the Minister responsible for forests at the
time-he did not have that title as forests were
pant of the Mines portfolio-and the Minister
was Mr Phil Collier. Mr Hutchins prepared a
comprehensive review of the forest resources of
the State applying the knowledge he had picked
up as a forester through professional training
and experience in New Zealand and in other
parts of what was then the British Empire.

He produced a very comprehensive report
which, as I indicated, discussed the theory of
forestry and also gave an extensive account of
the forest resources in this State. Even today,
that report by Mr Hutchins is worth reading
and contains many very relevant comments.

The principal recommendations he made
were that forest legislation should be enacted
by the State Parliament and that it should
make specific provision for the administration
and management of the State forests. Until that
time, State forests tended to fall into the minis-
terial portfolio of Mines and the
administration had been undertaken as part of
the Land Act. For the most part, forests were
simply regarded as vacant Crown land.

As a consequence of the acceptance of Mr
Hutchins' report, the first Western Australian
Conservator of Forests was appointed. He was
Mr Lane Poole, a person of great significance
in the history of this State, and a person whose
contribution is only now starting to be
recognised to any extent in the community.
Like Mr Hutchins, Mr Lane Poole was a pro-
fessional forester. He was a friend of Mr
Hutchins', which might have had something to
do with his being appointed as conservator. He
was a professional forester who had been
trained in France at the forests school at
Nancy.
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* The discipline of forestry as a profession and
as an intellectual pursuit is one which had not
long been in existence in the English-speaking
world, For the most part forestry was a Conti-
nental pursuit and, as a result, most of the for-
esters who were working in Australia and else-
where in the British Empire were trained in
either Germany or France, where the major
schools of forestry existed.

Mr Blaikie: If you go to France today you
will find it still leads the world in forest man-
agement.

Mr THOMAS: I do not speak French so I
cannot read their books, but I will take the
member's word for it. The school at Nancy was
and still is a very important school in that area
and Mr Lane Poole represented the embodi-
ment of that French tradition.

In addition to representing that French tra-
dition, which had a fairly hostile reception and
was relatively unknown in much of the English-
speaking world, his career also typified that of
an imperial civil servant at the time. When he
graduated he sought employment within the
British Empire and Commonwealth, as it was
then known. His first appointment was to
South Africa where he worked in a junior for-
estry position in a couple of the colonies which
subsequently became the Union of South
Africa. When he sought promotion he had to go
to Sierra Leone where he was the Conservator
of Forests and a member of the Legislative
Council. Subsequently, he sought to be
appointed to a more temperate climate as Con-
servator of Forests in Western Australia.

It seems to be the normal career path of im-
perial civil servants to work up the ladder by
taking a position in a tropical climate and then
to apply for a similar-level position in a more
temperate area. After he left Western Australia
he moved to Canberra. I am not sure how that
fits in in ternms of that climatic analysis.

Mr Lane Poole's first job as Conservator of
Forests in this State was to draft the Forests
Act-the same Forests Act which was repealed
by this Parliament last year. To a large extent, a
substantial part of the curr ent Conservation
and Land Management Act is recognisable
from the sections in the old Forests Act, and
can be directly attributed to Mr Lane Poole's
work. The original Forests Act made provision
for the fact that there would be a Conservator
of Forests which was created as a statutory
authority. The Act made provision for the
existence of State forests as a form of Crown
land tenure which was dedicated to timber pro-

duction and irrevocable without the consent of
the Parliament. It placed an obligation on the
Conservator of Forests to prepare working
plans consistent with the Act for the manage-
ment of those forests.

Mr Blaikie: There is one important point to
that, and that is that no Government tinkered
with the forest management plan without the
approval of Parliament.

Mr THOMAS:. That is right. After the work-
ing plan was approved, it could be revoked or
amended only with the consent of the conser-
vator.

By 1918 the Scaddan Government had lost
office as a result of the split in the Labor Party.
Mr Robinson was the Minister for Forests, and
the incoming Guvernment was responsible for
enacting the Forests Act. The Act passed onto
the Statute book.

There then occurred one of the most
interesting incidents in public land
administration and conservation issues in the
history of this State. This was the early
administration of the provisions of the Forests
Act which was enacted in 1918. Mr Lane
Poole and his newly-created Forests Depart-
ment had to contend with three different forms
of land tenure that existed in relation to timber
lands. At that time there were no State forests.
The first forms of tenure were extensive areas
at low rents, which gave the concession holders
the ight to extract timber from the lands in
virtually any way. They were not able to be
regulated and they paid very little by way of
rent. I refer to the concessions which were
pranted between 1883 and 1889 and which
were due to expire between 1924 and 1929.
Members will recall that it was about 1920
when they were trying to give effect to the
Forests Act. Leases gave some limited power to
the Government to regulate timber cutting.
The Government also charged a little more by
way of rent. There were 148 000 hectares of
concessions and 86 000 hectares of leases. The
rents charged on those concessions and leases
were such that very little revenue was received
by the Government. The Government obtained
1. 11 pence per hectare from the concessions
and about 20 pence per hectare from the leases.
However, those concessions and leases were all
held by one company, Millars, which was
operating alongside permits which had been
granted at later periods. The permit holders
were subject to substantial royalties as opposed
to rents. In addition, the terms of those permits
meant that the Government was able to impose
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restrictions on the way in which cutting was
undertaken.

We had a situation where there were con-
cessions and leases-over 200 000 hectares-
all held by Millars, which was paying very little
rent to the Government of the day, and, for the
most part, the company was unable to be
regulated with respect to cutting practices.
Alongside that 200 000 hectares, about 317 000
hectares of permits were held by a variety of
milling companies, some of which are still in
existence today. They were paying substantially
more in the way of fees in order to hold those
permits.

Mr Blaikie: Which -companies are still
existing today?

Mr THOMAS: Bunnings is one. It was a per-
mit holder at the time.

So, two different forms of tenure existed side
by side. During the drafting of the Forests Act
prior to its enactment in 1918, Mr Lane Poole
was assured by the Crown Solicitor that the
terms of the Act were such that it would be able
to be applied to the concessions and leases. In
any event, the concessions were due to expire
in a relatively short period.

The company that held the concessions and
leases-Millars-managed to prevail upon the
State Government to grant an extension of
those leases and concessions for a further four
years, subject to substantially the same terms,
on the basis that they had been inoperable dur-
ing the period of World War 1. The company
was granted a four-year extension, very much
against the wishes of Mr Lane Poole. That
meant in practical terms that the industry was
unable to be regulated in the manner in which
the Forests Department sought, despite the
terms of the Forests Act. Theoretically, the
areas covered by permits could be gazetted as
State forests and be able to be subject to regu-
lation under working plans as envisaged by the
Forests Act. However, that was not possible in
practice because it would put the companies
operating from permits in a position of being
uncompetitive with the concession holders and
the leaseholders. Obviously, that would be pol-
itically untenable and unfair.

As a consequence of that, because Mr Lane
Poole believed his professional advice had not
been followed by the Government and because
he believed that it would make the practice of
professional forestry in Western Australia im-
possible until 1931 when substantial pro-
portions of the concessions and leases would
expire, he felt he should resign, and he did. A

Royal Commission consisting of three mem-
bers of this House was held. Mr Lane Poole
gave very interesting evidence to that Royal
Commission.

The reason I refer to the history of Mr Lane
Poole and the early days of administration of
forests in Western Australia is to demonstrate
that the Forests Department at that time was
suffering from a legacy of an earlier era in
which arrangements had been made which
probably seemed quite rational and sensible at
the time those original concessions and leases
were granted. These placed significant con-
straints on the Government and the Forests
Department some 20 to 30 years later. That
precipitated the resignation of Mr Lane Poole
and he was right to a certain extent.

For a long period, the effective imposition of
scientific management of forests on those areas
which have subsequently become State forests
was impossible. Subsequently the industry
continued cutting for many years at a rate in
excess of the rate of possible regrowth. Hence
we now have the situation where the last two
working plans-the first published in 1977 and
the second in 1982-have indicated an inevi-
table decline in the log resources available to
the timber industry. That is an inevitable leg-
acy of vast overcutting.

Mr Blaikie: One point you should raise in
these comments is the significant damage that
the State sawmills have done to State forests.
We are still suffering from that legacy.

Mr THOMAS: I think everybody involved in
the industry at that time, including State
sawmillers, and private millers-

Mr Blaikie: I am referring to the State saw-
mills.

Mr THOMAS: Perhaps the member for
Vasse could tell us about that on some other
occasion.

We also had problems that were not foreseen
in the days of Mr Lane Poole-I am referring
to the dieback disease. That disease seriously
affects about one-quarter of our State forests, a
significant area. It will have to be confronted
by forest managers and, if it is not handled
properly, will ultimately have very serious
consequences indeed.

Forests also are being threatened by a prob-
lem which I think is quite analogous to the
situation Mr Lane Poole found himself in in
the 1 920s. Bauxite mining has had a severe
impact on the northern jarrab forests. In the
eaiily 1 960s agreements were entered into with
a number of companies which were given ex-
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tensive rights to mine bauxite in those areas. It
is indisputable that bauxite mining in those
areas irrevocably destmoys the forests. It is the
greatest threat to the conservation of native
forests in this State. It will be fairly difficult for
the Government to confront this problem be-
cause that industry creates a great deal of in-
come and employment and, once started, is
very difficult for any Government to amelior-
ate the damage. Unless something is done the
damage will continue to be done. However, I
believe it would be remiss of us if we did not
note that that is one of the destructive elements
threatening forests in this State.

In addition, quite significant changes to for-
est management techniques have been
introduced in the last couple of decades, which
will significantly alter the structure of the for-
ests. Here I am talking about the intensive pro-
duction forestry practices being carried on in
the forests and even more so in the jarrah and
karri forests. These are much more intensive
practices than Mr Lane Poole ever envisaged.

Mr Lightfoot: I think you mentioned the pas-
toral industry could change the face of the two
million hectares of State forest. Is there any
pastoral industry in those areas?

Mr THOMAS: I did not mention anything
about the pastoral industry unless it was a slip
of the tongue. I mentioned the mining industry
and forestry practice and disease, but not the
pastoral industry.

The management plan required under the
new legislation will govern the management of
State forests for the next five years. It is
proposed to have that published early next
year. Management plans have been drawn up
for a couple of specific areas. Public comment
is invited under the new legislation. A manage-
ment plan has been drawn up for the Shannon
reserve which is an area of State forest to be
reserved for recreational and nature conser-
vation purposes. I think it is fitting that the
Lane-Poole Reserve will also be dedicated for
that purpose. Those two reserves are exceed-
ingly important and members will recall they
were both mentioned in. the Governor's Speech
earlier this year.

I referred earlier to the analogy to the prob-
lems associated with the northern jarrah forests
and the agreements entered into 20 or more
years ago which placed severe constraints on
what Governments are able to do now, and the
situation Mr Lane Poole found himself in in
the early 1 920s. I think it is appropriate, at this
stage, to pay tribute to one of the major ben-

eficiaries of those agreements, namely Alcoa of
Australia Ltd and the way it has cooperated
with the State Government in drawing up the
boundaries of the Lane-Poole Reserve. It has
forgone certain of its rights under the agree-
ments entered into with the State Government,
which agreements still bind the State Govern-
ment. Of its own volition, Alcoa has agreed to
forgo its rights in respect of certain areas and I
believe it deserves tribute for that. As a result,
the creation of the Lane-Poole Reserve in the
northern jarrah forests and the Shannon re-
serve in the southern karri forests will be ap-
preciated for many years to come. The Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Management
will now have to face up to providing other
areas for the purposes of nature conservation
and recreation.

Members will be aware of the fact that within
the State forest areas there are quite extensive
tracts which are currently designated manage-
ment priority areas. Those management pri-
ority areas for the most part have been reserved
from production forestry and represent, very
valuable pieces of forest throughout the estate.
One of the problems which the department and
subsequently the Government will have to con-
front is the question of tenure for those areas.
Most people would appreciate the fact that it is
necessary to have some form of secure tenure
for areas that are going to perform those func-
tions. It is not adequate for them to be subject
to review twice a decade in management plans.
There will have to be some form of secure ten-
ure and that is a problem which the department
will have to consider and which the Govern-
ment will ultimately have to decide. The nature
of the legislation being what it is, that matter
will come before Parliament in one form or
another.

For the vast bulk of the State forests, forestry
production is able to be practised. In the face of
a declining saw-log resource, one of the main
challenges which the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management faces is how to
manage that industry to ensure that it has a
future.

One way is to plant softwoods, which grow
fairly quickly. As members would be aware, the
department has been engaged in recent years in
encouraging private industry and the public
sector to engage in softwood planting pro-
grammes on land already cleared. That has the
potential to provide a very substantial resource
in future years.
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Mr Lane Poole would probably have been
more interested in some of the activities which
are being undertaken within the department to
encourage better utilisation of the resource that
is there. When Mr Lane Poole was Conservator
of Forests he deedied the fact that first-class
jarrab was being hewn for railway sleepers,
which he saw as a waste of a resource which
was quite obviously able to be used for much
better purposes. The practice was equivalent to
what the member for Murchison-Eyre would
recognise as high grading. They were picking
the eyes out of the forests by taking the best of
the resource available and using it for purposes
which were not compatible with putting it to its
optimum use. If the resources are to be better
utilised with improved milling techniques and
the like, the limited log resource will be able to
go a lot further.

A similar strategy for achieving the same end
is the taking of timber which was not pre-
viously considered to be economic. The price
of timber being realised these days makes it
economic for mills to take logs which were not
previously worth taking. The Department of
Conservation and Land Management has been
conducting auctions at which it has been able
to sell logs for which it previously would never
have been able to find a taken. Once the re-
source starts to become scarce, its value goes
up. Hence there is the possibility of getting rid
of logs and resources that it would otherwise
not have been possible to get rid of.

A very substantial proportion of the total
wood resource in our State forests is marri. For
the most part, marri has not been able so be
sold for timber purposes. However, the reason
it has not been able to be sold for timber pur-
poses is that it has stood adjacent to jarrah and
karri which is always a preferred resource. In
the Eastern States, I believe, there are mills
operating economically which are able to pro-
cess similar timber and sell it at a price which is
attractive to the market.

Mr Thompson: What is it being used for?
Mr THOMAS: Scantling, as I understand it.
Mr Thompson: Have you ever tried to use

the stuff?
Mr THOMAS: No, I have not.
Mr Thompson: If you can make it into scant-

ling and have it work pmoperly. I will eat my
hat.

Mr THOMAS: Marri has not yet been taken
traditionally because of the gum content, which
means that a lesser yield of timber per volume
of saw-log is obtained. That is essentially the

problem. Jarrah and karri trees adjacent to
marri trees provide a better yield and make it
uneconomical to take the marri. However, trees
which have a lower yield than the marri are
bcging economically processed to timber. The
reason is that they do not have a competing
resource which is more attractive. That is es-
sentially the case. Once, if people who were
drilling for oil found gas, they just burnt it off
because it was of no use. Now they build pipe-
lines and cart it across continents because it is
more valuable. That is essentially the type of
problem facing the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management. It must find
ways to make it more economical for people to
use currently under-utilised resources. The For-
est Production Council administered by the
Department of Conservation and Land Man-
agement is responsible for advancing these con-
siderations. The other function which needs to
be undertaken by it is to encourage further
processing of timber products in order to pro-
mote employment in the forest areas. Many
products can be manufactured from our native
timbers. They are not necessarily all that bulky;
they are almost invariably quite light; and they
can therefore bear the cost of transport to mar-
ket. They can be the subject of manufacture or
further processing in the areas in which the
timber is milled in the first place. That is very
important, because if we can get More value
added to the original timber resource it will
promote the economics of the industry and the
region.

The problems facing the State Government
and the Department of Conservation and Land
Management with respect to managing the
State's forests are not dissimilar in nature to
the problem which confronted the Forests De-
partment when it was first created 60-odd years
ago. Given a proper resolve and support by
members here, the department will be able to
resolve those problems in a way which will en-
sure that the State's forests are managed well so
that they will continue in perpetuity.

MR RUSHTON (Dale) [4.47 p.m.]: Much
has been said about the Budget during this de-
bate. However, the important pan of the
Budget is what it does not disclose-the extent
of increased taxes and charges and the re-
duction in the standard of living. We may be
able to obtain more information about those
aspects when we consider the Budget in more
detail.

The Federal economy is poised on a knife's
edge. As an ex-banker, I find this a very worry-
ing time. I can only deduce that it is the social-
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ist way of redistributing wealth that has
reduced the value of the legal tender through
inflation and has affected the balance of pay-
ments structure and increased overseas debt.

I am pleased that the member for Morley-
Swan is in the House, because I felt for him
yesterday when he expressed his concern about
the Government's way of going about things. I
felt for him when, at the Geraldton meeting,
after years of sincere belief that some thought
needed to be given to the electoral system, he
had to face the fact that his ideas could not be
realised. Although I thought he was wrong i n
his approach, one would not take away from
him his sincerity. The Burke Cabinet was quite
cynical in its approach. It realised that it was in
the Government's interest not to have a change
in the electoral legislation. The existing legis-
lation gave the Burke Government a better
chance of re-election and, of course, that is
what it opted for. The Government has given
reasons why there should be no change in the
legislation during consideration of the Bill in
another place. It wants the legislation thrown
out.

The member for Morley-Swan was quite
dedicated and believed in the change with great
fervour and he was obviously devastated and
left with no option other than resign. I can
understand that.

He made a few in teresting observations and,
as one who has been a member in this place for
longer than most, I too have noted that the
election of his colleagues is based on personal
loyalty rather than party loyalty; that is becom-
ing quite obvious. The Treasurer plays a big
part in the selection of candidates in this
House, and, therefore, a large number of mem-
bers on the Government's side are in this place
because of the Treasurer's influence. It means
those members are supporting the man, not the
party and, and therefore, the rank and file
outside will find their long-held beliefs will not
be enacted. That adds to the member for
Morley-Swan's frustration.

The other observation he made was that one
of the party powerful has now been appointed
to the office of the member for Perth. That
confirms what is going on and it is consistent
with some of the comments I have made about
this Budget and the Government's action. All
in all it cements the obvious evidence of
cronyism, the managed disinformation that
this Government is strong on, and the bending
of the truth for political purposes. It upsets us
but we understand that it is going on.

I now refer to the issue of the Public Service.
Over a period the Treasurer has been making
very positive statements about the number of
employees in the Public Service. He has been
trying to attract to himself a mantle of good
management and expertise in administration.
He has attacked the Public Service on a num-
ber of occasions. He introduced two schemes:
The 1983 scheme proposed that only 50 per
cent of retiring public servants would be
replaced,' looking towards a reduction of 3 000
employees. Recently, when the Government
was under some pressure relating to its per-
formanc, it again attacked the Public Service
and said it would reduce the number by a
further 3 000. It said that the quality of the
staff would be examined by the Minister for
Employment and Training. It was said that that
Minister would play a major part in the exam-
ination. I was concerned to read the following
remarks attributed to the Treasurer under the
beading "Numbers unknown"-

The Government does not know exactly
how many employees it has, only that there
are more than 90 000, but it is trying to
come to grips with the problem through its
computer System. The Premier, Mr Burke,
laughingly told a news conference yester-
day that each time he asked for the number
of Government employees to enable him
to reply to questions he was given a differ-
ent figure, depending on what day he
sought the information, The question was
whether Government employees were only
those paid by the State Government. The
figures involved in the grey area are esti-
mated to be between 400 and 500.

'I obtained figures from the office of the
Australian Bureau of Statistics and I can dem-
onstrate that the Treasurer is not only neglect-
ful but also deceitful and, of course, incom-
petent because he has said that he does not
know the number of public servants. The
Treasurer has already introduced two schemes
on which his reputation for good management
and skilful administration is based, yet he does
not know the number of public servants. It is
incredible that such a person should be able to
get away with such bad administration, deceit
and lack of administrative skills. One would
expect a Treasurer to do better.

I have asked many questions since the 1983
scheme was introduced. One of the replies I

*received today on that subject is quite hilari-
ous. I was interested to know how the scheme
was going because I introduced such a scheme
in the Transport portfolio when the Liberal
Party was in Government. in answer to one of
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my questions the Treasurer said that he would
not give the figures to me because I would use
tbem for mischievous purposes; another time
he said it would take too much effort to get the
figures; and, on a further occasion he said the
figures could not be retied upon because so
many changes had taken place and the com-
parisons were not good enough for me to be
able to use them. That all adds up to poor
administration.

The reason I asked these questions was re-
lated to my experience in the Transport port-
folio. When I took over that portfolio there
were 10 150 employees in Westrail. Following
the deregulation of transport during my term of
office we reduced the number of employees
across the total transport system by 2 500, a
saving of $50 million. Westrail now employs a
little more than 6 000 people, which represents
a saving of $80 million or $90 million, when
the benefit finally blows through into the
accounts.

If one is sincere about making Government
more efficient, reducing the burden on tax-
payers, and doing what is necessary, the admin-
istrator or Minister must take an interest. I
found that by obtaining those figures each
month I was able to observe and encourage the
administrators of the departments under my
care. Of course, great results have been
achieved in the Transport portfolio, especially
in Westrail.

In recent times the new Minister for
Transport seems to be going a little soft in this
area because the number.of employees has be-
come static. Only the other day he asked why I
wanted the figures because they had been given
to me previously. I wanted to see what progress
had been made. I think that is a reasonable
request from a member of the Opposition who
cares about the advancement of the economy
of Western Australia and who is interested in
the administration of this State.

Today I asked the following question of the
Treasurer-

(1) Referring to the Government's
announced policy intention of not re-
placing 50 per cent of Government

- employees retiring or resigning from
the Government service, what results
have been achieved by this policy?

(2) in addition, will he please give me the
results shown by statistics for-
(a) Departments;
(b) Commissions;
(c) Agencies?

I received the following remarkable answer-

(1) and (2) The 50 per cent replacement
policy announced in 1983 ceased during
1984 and subsequently the Government
has announced its intention to reduce the
public sector by three per cent. It was a
useful tool to prevent the unbridled public
sector growth for which the previous
Government was responsible.

I am talking about disinformation, and I will
give the actual figures in a moment. Members
will see it is totally untruthful. In answer to
question 1817, the Premier indicated that de-
tails of the targets had been collated. We have
never had the results of that 50 per cent re-
placement policy, despite questions in this
House and legitimate reasons why we should be
told these facts. The Government made a big
headline, received the political benefit from
that as though it were a good manager, and
then did not do anything about the matter.

There was no result; but worse than that,
there has been an escalation in the numbers
despite reductions in Westrail of some thou-
sands of employees. Based on Australian Bu-
reau of Statistics' figures, Public Service num-
bers have increased in leaps and bounds. Now
the Premier says that is due to the growth fac-
tor relating to the previous Government. I will
illustrate in a moment how dishonest that
remark is.

However, I return to the point the Premier
made to the Press: That he does not know what
the numbers are in the Public Service.

Mr Hassell interjected.

Mr RUSHTON: I say the figures should in-
clude the public sector, or Government em-
ployees-the whole lot of them, not just the
Public Service. I thank the Leader of the Oppo-
sition for that remark. The figure should cover
Government employees, including com-
missions and all the rest. If one goes to the
Public Service Board, one cannot get the figure
either. The answers I have received over the
years give a figure of about 96 000, but of
course that figure does not include everybody.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics' figures
for State Government employees indicate that
in June 1977 there were 100 900, in 1978 there
were 103 900, in 1979 there were 105 400, and
in 1980 there were 107 300. In 1981 there was
a drop to 106 100, and in 1982 there were
107 400. That represents a slight increase over
those two years of 100, which includes
teachers, policemen, nurses-the lot.
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When we look from the O'Connor Govern-
ment to the Burke Government, we see that the
figure given by the Australian Bureau of Stat-
istics rose to 114 900. 1 questioned that figure
because it looked to be too extreme, even for
this Government, and found the bureau had
changed the method of compilation slightly. By
the previous method the numbers had risen
from 107 400 to 109 700. Then, of course, up
went the figures and now, in 1986, it is
123 300. In June 1983, when surely we could
hold the Government responsible, and using
the new method of compilation in both cases,
the figure was 114 900. That means this
Government has actually put on about 9 000
employees in the years during which it has held
office; yet we receive the answer to a question
today which talks about the previous Govern-
mnent being responsible for an increase in the
number of employees. That is not so.

Members should measure that up against the
remarks of the Premier, to the effect that he
does not know the number of Government em-
ployees; they should measure it up against the
fact that the Premier has refused to answer
legitimate questions over the years; and they
should measure it up against the fact that the
Premier has introduced two schemes-

Mr Brian Burke: Come on! We have given
you far more. Don't you remember Sir Charles
Court saying, "We are not going to help you go
on fishing expeditions"?

Mr RUSHTON: This is not a fishing ex-
pedition. The Premier would have read his
answer today which refers to the 50 per cent
replacement policy-about which there were
headlines concerning the great administration
and the Government doing everything right-
and no performance.

Mr Brian Burke: I have never said the
Government has done everything right. We are
not perfect.

Mr RUSHTON: None of us is perfect, but I
am simply saying that the Premier stated he
would adopt this 50 per cent replacement pol-
icy, which in fact has not been effective.
Nothing came out of it-the numbers went up,
not down. They rose by 9 000 bodies in four
years. That is incredible. Just recently the
Premier said there would be a further cut of
three per cent. That would be three per cent of
123 000, which is roughly 4 000 that we should
be saving there. The Premier is resisting the
Opposition knowing what the Government's
performance is. It will not tell us what the num-
bers are, and that is a very interesting scene.

Mr Hassell: Did you notice the imprecise fig-
ure the Premier talked about-something like
90 000? The Australian Bureau of Statistics put
it nearer 120 000.

Mr RUSHTON: Yes, it was 123 000. [ have
been looking fully into the area of transport,
which I know very well. I asked a question of
the Minister for Transport the other day about
his own staff, which numbered nine when I was
Minister and 19 when the previous Minister
was there. I asked who were the people on the
staff, because I understood the Minister for
Agriculture took some of that staff for himself.
I further understood that somebody from the
Builders Labourers Federation had been
appointed as an adviser to the Minister for
Transport, and that was what I was looking for.
However, the answer I received referred me to
the answer to my previous question. That is
totally misleading, because some of the staff
who were there when I asked the previous ques-
tion are not now there. I wanted to ascertain
whether my information was correct and
whether the person from the BLF had, in fact,
been appointed to the staff of the Minister for
Transport, because I felt he was a most unlikely
aspirant to that job. But that is what is going
on.

I suggest that not only a few advisers have
been appointed by this Government. I do not
say there are 9 000, but there are hundreds; yet
we are not able to determine who they are. I
asked a simple question about employment,
conditions, and salary of my opponent in the
last election. There is nothing personal in that.
He has now been appointed adviser to the Min-
ister for Aboriginal Affairs, and spends a fair
bit of time in this House. It is quite distracting
to think that the taxpayer is paying a person
who is becoming a professional candidate,
having been a candidate in two elections and
missed out, and having now been appointed to
the Public Service and given a salary without
the worry of earning one to have him ready for
the next run. That is an incredible situation.

He is yet another adviser; yet at the same
time the Government is asking the various
Public Service groups to reduce their numbers:-
We are saying to nurses and policemen that
they should not have a full complement, be-
cause we are in stringent times; and no wonder,
because we have hundreds of advisers. Maybe
there are only a few at the top-perhaps 50 or
60-but others are spread right through the
service. I suggest that when there is a change of
Government we should have a moratorium on
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such appointments, and that everyone Mr Clarka: What is more credible than the
appointed after 1983 should be checked. Australian Bureau of Statistics?

Mr Bryce: Checked for what?
Mr RUSHTON: That they are not political

hacks but are true public servants and were not
appointed because of their political allegiance.

Several members interjected.
Mrs Beggs: Are you saying Labor voters can-

not be in the Public Service?
Mr RUSHTON: I am not worried about

whether they are Liberal or Labor voters, but I
am concerned that they were appointed be-
cause of their political affiliation rather than
their ability.

Several members interjected.
Mr RUSHTON: It is not a personal matter.

There is no reason the Government should ap-
point my opponent when numbers in the Pub-
lic Service are being cut.

Mr Read: Are you saying he does not have
the expertise?

Mr RUSHTON: Not for the Public Service.
Mr Hassell: Regardless of their qualifi-

cations, the reason for their appointment is
their political allegiance. That is the truth.

Mr Troy: You would not have Bill Mitchell
appointed, on that basis.

Mr RUSHTON: His salary was discussed,
his work was discussed, but we cannot get from
this Government Mr Vincent's employment
conditions or salary. One could get the details
from the previous Government, but there are
hundreds of advisers secretly under this
Government.

Mr Read: How would you know?
Mr RUSHTON: I know, because I have

enough information to say that that is a fact. I
know it is only the tip of the iceberg. There has
been an increase of 9000 in the number of
public servants in four years, and yet the
Government can make statements like that
today suggesting there has been a reduction
compared with the previous Government's
term in office.

Mr Read: Where do you get your hundreds?
Mr RUSHTON: From the Australian Bureau

of Statistics. Does the member believe the
Treasurer does not know the numbers
involved? He told the Press with a little laugh
that he did not know the number of public
servants, but he has set up a couple of schemes
to reduce their numbers.

Mr RUSHTON: That is the only place to go.
All I asked was, what was the result of the first
scheme to reduce the numbers of public ser-
vants. I supported what the Treasurer wanted
to do, provided he was dinkum. Of course, he
was not. We did not have a 50 per cent replace-
ment policy in Westrail; the people who left
were not replaced. This Government has fol-
lowed that line, but I am afraid that in recent
times the new Minister for Transport has been
pressured by the union, and that policy will not
continue. The present Minister for Agriculture,
when he was Minister for Transport, carried
on that staff replacement policy and there was
to be a saving of $80 million to $100 million in
Westrail budgets. That reduction has not all
eventuated but such things take time.

I thought it was worthwhile raising this mat-
ter, having at last found some figures to indi-
cate what the Government is doing, while the
Treasurer was trying to mislead people by say-
ing he did not know what the figures were,
although we have been asking him for ages. The
figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics
indicate the increase and show that things are
not too good. I have done my Kest to get the
facts and to compare apples with apples, and in
those circumstances one cannot go to a better
source than the Australian Bureau of Statistics.
Its figures show there is a difference of some-
thing like 9 000 in the number of public ser-
vants now compared with the figure when we
left office.

We cannot find out how many Government
advisers have been appointed. There are 40 to
60 or 70 top-notch advisers, but there is a
tremendous number in the lower levels and
hundreds of people are involved. I find it very
worrying.

I want to touch on the issue of the Mosman
Park tearooms, and my reason for doing so is
to compare the performance of the Govern-
ment in two similar situations. I refer to the
situation of the person who has the Peppermint
Grove tearooms and the developers who have
the Mosman Park tearooms. Some amazing
things are happening. I do not for one moment
criticise or hold anything against the
developers in both cases. It is their right to ask
the Government, as they asked our Govern-
ment, for certain things to be done.

The developer of the Peppermint Grove tea-
rooms wanted to make some changes because
there had been a fire. There was a change of
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Government, and there needed to be more dis-
cussion with the Peppermint Grove Shire. I
recommended that the status quo should be
maintained and that if the shire did not want to
negotiate the purchase of the jetty for public
use the owner of the tearooms should have his
licence renewed. The locals were very sus-
picious that the person in question wanted to
put a home on the river. My judgment was that
the people should have access to the foreshore.
That has been the policy of our Governments
for years, although it seems to be changing
now. In my view the proposal was acceptable,
subject to the Peppermint Grove tearooms be-
ing open for a minimum number of hours, and
within certain hours, and carrying on that ser-
vice to the public. In those circumstances the
licence would continue, but it would be with-
drawn if the tearoom service was not
maintained.

That showed the good administration of our
Government. We put in some checks and bal-
ances, and a person's entitlement was
protected. If the citizens of Peppermint Gmove
had decided that the shire should negotiate the
purchase of the site an unhappy situation
would have been resolved because the local
citizens did not want a private development on
the jetty.

Let us now go around the foreshore a little.
When the same developers came to me around
1979 with a proposal for a marina and a res-
taurant, and various things at Mosman Park, I
rejected it after due consultation.
Approximately two years later a proposal was
put forward for a modified tearooms with an
amendment to allow boats to use the jetty, and
an extension of the agreement. Once again the
Swan River Management Authority and the
Department of Marine and Harbours were be-
hind that proposal. it was decided that the
status quo would be retained in relation to the
tearooms and an extension of five years would
be granted to allow the person to do that work-

Since then there has been a fire, and the lease
has been extended for 21 years before a jetty
licence -was issued- I do not believe the
Government is fair. It has not imposed any
conditions. It ranted the lease and did not dis-
close, and is not prepared to disclose, what are
the lease arrangements, if any. One can under-
stand the public being most concerned at what
is taking place. We can see from the photo-
graph in tonight's paper that a major building
is going up on the jetty, but we do not know yet
from our questions to the Minister for Trans-

*port what are the terms and conditions of the
jetty licence.

As far as we are concerned no restriction has
been imposed should the tearoom service not
be provided. It is a tearoom with the capacity
to be a restaurant. If the conditions are not
written into the licence the horse has already
bolted, and the person owning the building will
be able to run it as a private restaurant for his
own purposes. I cannot see any reason that will
not occur, unless the Government has insisted
that it not operate in that way.

The Government has said that no liquor is to
be served there and it is to be a tearooms from
8.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. What concerns me is
what will happen after 8.00 p.m., when it can
be a restaurant. The Government will have to
answer for that in due course.

The court case was a red herring because it
related only to the authority of the Govern-
ment to make some decisions. That is not a
problem for this Government. The Premier has
only to ring the Minister for Transport who
rings the General Manager of the Department
of Marine and Harbours and whatever the
Premier wants will be done.

It will not be difficult for the Government to
manage the authority under the Act, because
this Government does not go through the nor-
mal processes. The court case is a no-no as far
as its impact on that development is concerned.
The Government has won the battle but it is
going to lose the war because the public now
know that it is an inefficient Government
which has an unfair system of administration.
This Government treats people differently. It
gives favours to some people and gives nothing
to others.

The answer to my last question regarding the
Peppermint Grove development was very
interesting. The question reads as follows-

(1) What applications has the Govern-
ment before it for development of the
Peppermint Grove boatshed tea-
rooms?

The answer to this was--

()The jetty owner has requested ap-
proval to replace the timberdeck and
piles with a poured concrete deck and
steel piles and to place lighting on the
jetty.
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The second pant of my question dealt with the
term of the present jetty licence, the answer to
which was-

(2) The licence expired on 30 April 1986
and is being extended to facilitate con-
sideration of the current request.

What an amazing situation! Two separate de-
velopments, one of which had a 21-year lease
extension while the other owner could not get
his lease extended. It expired on 30 April, but
the lease is going to be extended so he can put
in an application. That aspect of the matter is
covered in the final pant of the answer, which
reads as follows-

(3) There are no current approvals issued
pursuant to legislation for which I am
responsible.

These two people with similar assets and cir-
cumstances have not been treated equally.

Mr Troy: Why don't you read the last pant of
the question? The application in respect of
Peppermint Grove has not yet been lodged.

Mr RUSHTON: Four years aga similar
proposal was made and the architect dealt with
it. Obviously he had tried to get somewhere
with this Government and had no success.
That was not in the present Minister's time but
in his predecessor's. The point is that these two
people were treated in a totally different man-
ner. I suggest the Minister examine his files
again because he does not seem to know what is
going on.

Despite the limited time available to me, I
would touch on a matter which is of major
importance. It relates to land development in
this State, something with which I had a great
deal to do. I was saddened by the answer to a
question which I asked some time ago. I waited
for the opportunity to refer this matter to the
Houe and to the public because it indicates
what a Sorry State matters are coming to in
relation to urban land development in this
State. Once again this socialist Government is
taking centain steps which will make it imposs-
ible for people to own their own homes and
land, because it will be too expensive for them
to do so. I will give members an indication of
what has been going on. On 10 July 1986 1
asked the Minister for Planning-

(1) How many lots capable of a residence
being built thereon were available
within the metropolitan region as at-
(a) 1 January 1983;
(b) 1 January 1984;
(c) 1 January 1985;

(d) I January 1986;
(c) 30 June 1986?

(2) How many lots were used for building
purposes in the metropolitan region
for each year from 1983 to 1985 and
six months of 1986?

(3) What has been the percentage increase
in the price of the average residential
lot in the metropolitan region using
December 1982 as the base year for-
(a) 3983;
(b) 1984;
(c) 1985; and
(d) 30 June 1986?

The answer given indicates that the number of
lots available has decreased. When I left that
portfolio in 1978 there were something like
40 000 lots, yet now they are down to 26 800.
That is a similar number of lots to the figure
the Liberal Government inherited from the
Tonkin Government in 1974, a figure that was
considered to represent a crisis at the time.
However, it is not a crisis at this time, because
the State is dead as far as this aspect is
concerned.

Prices have gone up and this Government
has forced up the price of land. It is not
disclosing what has been happening with
Government land. The Minister cannot tell me
today what is the actual position. I asked the
Minister what sont of land holdings were avail-
able in the different Government agencies. The
answer was that this information was not cur-
rently available from Homeswest. In my time
as Minister I had that information given to me
on a weekly basis because I insisted upon it.

I refer again to the question I asked on 10
July. The answer to the third pant of my ques-
tion regarding percentage increases in land
value was a minus figure for the first year: For
1983 the price increase per residential lot was
minus 0.6 per cent, which reflected the carry-
over influence from the previous Government;
in 1984, the first full year of the Burke Govern-
ment, the price increased by 5.7 per cent, while
for the second and third years of this Govern-
ment the figures are respectively 29 per cent
and 34 per cent to May of this year. So, there
has been a blowout in the cost of the average
block of land in the metropolitan area.

That linked to high interest rates and so on
made it more difficult for the average citizen to
buy a block of land on which to build a home.
That is something that the Liberal Government
put very high on its priority because members
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on this side believe it is the right of each citi-
zen, if he can, to own his own home. Therefore,
the Liberal Government applied itself
diligently to the objective of keeping the price
of land as low as possible by flexible methods.
That is, the Liberal Government produce
through Government agencies a little less than
10 per cent of the market at that time of public
sector land. If there were growth now, there
would be a quite horrific land boom.

What one hears about that development is
horrific. Millions of dollars have been made on
every land sale the Government makes. This
Government has something to answer for as far
as the Western Australian Development Cor-
poration is concerned. People involved in the
corporation are honourable and highly
regarded people and they have gone about their
business in the proper way and have created a
profit. However what concerns me is that the
Government does not have to answer to this
Parliament for anything undertaken by the
WADC. It is a disturbing situation.

This Government is a secret Government
and it is a misleading Government. I call it,
"the Government for disinformation". If this
Government could be judged on its production
of words it would be the best Government this
State has had, but if it is to be judged on its
performance, it is the worst Government this
State has had.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by Mrs Henderson.

(See page No. 4462)

CO-OPERATIVE AND PROVIDENT
SOCIETIES AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

[Questions taken.]

Sitting suspended from 6. 00 to Z 15 p.mi.

PAY-ROLL TAX ASSESSMENT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3)

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with
requested amendment.

a

FOREIGN JUDGMENTS (RECIPROCAL
ENFORCEMENT) AMENDMENT BILL

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and read

notifying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Assembly.

HEALTH AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie-Minister
Health) [7.18 p.m.]: I move-

for

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill provides for a modification to the
Health Act 1911 to allow more effective regu-
lations to be made in relation to the
overcrowding of public buildings.

For some time there has been considerable
concern at the extent to which conditions in
public buildings lead to overcrowding. Under
the public buildings regulations made under
the Health Act, each public building has an
approved capacity. This is based on a set for-
mula which takes into account the layout of the
public building.

The Fire Brigades Board, the Perth City
Council, the Liquor and Gaming Squad, and
the Licensing Court have expressed their con-
cern at the practice of overcrowding of public
buildings, particularly in hotels, discotheques
and licensed sporting clubs.

The Fire Brigades Board has been particu-
larly concerned with the potential that
overcrowding, to the extent that it has been
occurring in the metropolitan area, could
seriously jeopardise evacuation and fire control
in the event of a fire breaking out. The Police
Department is also concerned that crowd con-
trol could be extremely hard to maintain in the
event of a riot or fight occurring.

Bearing in mind these problems, the statu-
tory controls in place to alleviate overcrowding
should be effective. Presently regulations made
under section 178 of the Health Act in relation
to overcrowding carry a maximum penalty of
$200. This level is hardly deterrent in nature
and might be seen by some proprietors of pub-
lic buildings as an overhead cost which could
easily be borne by the increased patronage to
their establishments.

This Bill seeks to amend the regulation mak-
ing power in section 178 to allow for a maxi-
mum penalty of $1I5 000 and a daily penalty of
$1 000. This amount will act as a more effec-
tive deterrent to proprietors of public buildings
in relation to overcrowding.
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Whilst this amount may appear to be a
marked increase-and it is-I do not believe it
is excessive. I intend to introduce an upgrading
of all penalties in the Health Act in the next
session of Parliament, and the penalties will be
in line with this proposed increase.

Discussions are continuing with representa-
tives of the hotel and hospitality industry in
relation to the problem of overcrowding. Cur-
rent negotiations deal with a reassessment of
the formula for establishing approved
capacities. The hotel and hospitality industry
representatives have shown themselves to be
responsible in relation to the problem of
overcrowding and share the Government's con-
cern at the catastrophic potential for such a
practice. Nonetheless, the practice is still
occurring and requires attention by the
Government.

I think I should give the House some
examples of problems in relation to
overcrowding. I am told by health inspection
officers that they have witnessed overcrowding
in licensed football clubs with a formal ca-
pacity of 450 when up to 1 100 people have
been there; in taverns with a capacity of 220
when the actual numbers approach 450; and in
nightclubs in particular, with a capacity as low
as 160, when up to 350 people have crowded
in. As Minister for Health I am concerned
about those sorts of figures, and my concern is
shared by the Fire Brigades Board and by the
police for the reasons I mentioned earlier in my
speech.

The hotel and hospitality industry recently
agreed to the establishment of a working party
to look at the formula for crowd capacities. It
may well be that that working party will see a
need for easing the formula. However, if there
is to be an easing of that formula, it will be
done only on the strict understanding that the
proprietors of the premises put in, in some
cases, additional fire exits and anything else
required by the fire brigade, the police, or
health authorities. It would be expected also
that if the capacity is increased under the for-
mula, proprietors will be expected to restrict
the numbers of patrons in their establishments
to the numbers set down in the formula. If they
do not abide by the formula they will find
themselves before the courts facing extreme
penalties for overcrowding their premises.

I believe the legislation is responsible. The
reason for its late introduction relates mainly
to concerns expressed by the authorities that
there could be even greater overcrowding of
public buildings because of the influx of tour-

ists and others to Western Australia for the
America's Cup Challenge.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Bradshaw.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND
ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
MR PEARCE (Armadale-Leader of the

House [7.24 P.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Workers' Compensation and Assistance
Act has the potential to seriously impact upon
the economic viability of employers in this
State with Premium costs comprising a signifi-
cant on-cost for business. The Government
has, as a result of a recent High Court decision,
deemed it necessary to undertake urgent
amendments, and these are now before the
House.

The Bill addresses the main areas requiring
amendment-namely section 122 and clause
17 of schedule I of the Act. In 1970 a com-
mittee of inquiry under the chairmanship of
Judge N. Mews examined the need for a dis-
cretionary Power to enable the Workers'
Compensation Board to extend benefits
beyond limits existing in the above provisions.
The recommendations of that committee,
which was accepted and acted on by the then
Government, that a discretion be incorporated
in the Act, was predicated on the board's being
convinced as to the grave economic need of a
totally and permanently incapacitated worker.

A recent decision of the High Court in the
case of Denn v Midland Brick Co Pty Ltd has
had the effect of enabling any worker with total
and permanent disability to apply to the board
and obtain payments beyond the prescribed
amount regardless of his need for additional
payments or its benefit in enabling his return to
the workplace. The decision in that case caused
an estimated cost to premiums of $2.5 million,
as compared to a normal entitlement at that
time of $71 000.

The High Court decision has also placed the
board in the position where it is obliged to
award health care expenses beyond the
prescribed limit to any totally incapacitated
worker irrespective of his ability to meet these
costs from other sources.

The Bill before the House clarifies these pro-
visions to reflect the original intention that
economic necessity exist before the discretions
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provided to the Workers' Compensation Board
are exercised, and also places a finite limit on
these discretions of $500COO beyond the
prescribed amount in each case. The above
amendments have been strongly advocated by
employers as claims of this magnitude would
have a disastrous effect on premium levels in
this State. In presenting this Bill to the House, I
point out that it is one of a balanced package of
Bills designed to overcome problems identified
by both employers and workers, including the
payment of compensation to waterfront
workers with asbestos-related diseases. Mem-
bers will therefore understand the importance
of evaluating these Bills as a single package of
measures.

A further provision in these amendments
will result in an extension of benefits for
workers in the area of rehabilitation. The
Workers' Assistance Commisssion will be auth-
orised to spend up to $2 000 for aids, ap-
pliances, and services targeted towards
rehabilitating injured workers back into the
work force. This amendment will enhance the
ability of the commission to ensure effective
rehabilitation of injured workers, even in the
most difficult cases.

The Bill will also clarify the obligation of
employing companies to insure for their liab-
ility to pay workers' compensation to working
directors. While the intention of the Act has
always been that working directors should be
classified as workers, the current amendment is
designed to place their status under the Act
beyond doubt.

The Bill also provides for a minimum contri-
bution from insurers and self-insurers to the
workers' assistance general fund. At present,
some insurers and self-insurers have only mini-
mal involvement in workers' compensation
and as a consequence do not contribute
equitably to the cost of administering the Act.
The amendment will overcome this anomaly.

The proposed amendments address areas re-
quiring urgent attention, as well as some ad-
ministrative matters in the Workers' Compen-
sation and Assistance Act.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Thompson.

WATERFRONT WORKERS
(COMPENSATION FOR ASBESTOS

RELATED DISEASES) BILL
Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Leader of the
House) [7.27 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill before the House is the Government's
response to urgent representations by the As-
bestos Diseases Society, trade unions, and indi-
viduals involved with the plight of waterfront
workers who have contracted asbestosis in their
employment.

As a result of the casual employment ar-
rangements which existed in the stevedoring
industry prior to 1968 workers involved in
handling asbestos have found it impossible to
identify the responsible employer and secure
entitlement to workers' compensation for their
disability. The situation confronting these
workers is simply that while they have contrac-
ted a compensable disability of the most
serious type, they are unable to fulfil the
present requirements of the Workers' Compen-
sation and Assistance Act and identify the em-
ployer responsible.

In view of the gravity of the situation, the
Government has determined that payment
should be made to workers who can establish
they were employed in the loading or unloading
*of ships carrying asbestos, provided the nor-
mal requirements applying to silicotic workers
under the Act are met. While it is the Govern-
ment's intention that the responsible employers
or insurers will meet these claims, the unique
nature of the situation confronting these
workers requires an immediate source of
funding. For this purpose, and in order that no
premium impost will occur, the Bill provides
for payment of claims from the Employers' In-
demnity Supplementation Fund. The fund cur-
rently has a balance in excess of $3 million, and
known claims could be met from the interest
earned.

A further provision in the Bill empowers the
Workers' Assistance Commission to take
recovery action against any employer or insurer
identified as having a liability under the
Workers' Compensation and Assistance Act,
Money reovered will be returned to the fund.

The Bill addresses the urgent need to provide
compensation for asbestos disease victims who
are currently being denied their compensation
entitlements due to an employment situation
not envisaged in the existing legislation. On all
previous occasions when legislation designed to
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assist people with this tragic disability has been
presented to the House, the measures have
received bipartisan support, and I believe that
all members will agree that similar support is
justified in this instance.

I commend the Bill toathe House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Thompson.

ACT AMENDMENT (WORKERS'
COMPENSATION AND ASSISTANCE)

DILL

Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Leader of the
House) [7.30 p.mn.J: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The intention of this Bill is to amend the title
of the Workers' Assistance Commission.

In 1978, the judicial inquiry into the
Workers' Compensation Act conducted by
Hon. B. i. Dunn, OBE, -recommended the
name of the Act be changed to Workers' Assist-
ance Act, and a commission by that name be
established to administer the Act. While the
title of the Act was changed to include refer-
ence to compensation, that of the commission
was not.

Over the past four years it has become appar-
ent that the name of the commission does not
accurately reflect its role in terms of its
administration of the Act and coordination of
rehabilitation of injured workers in this State.
This confusion has affected the commission's
ability to carry out its functional requirement
to assist both employers and workers. This Bill
will overcome the situation by altering the
name of the commission to the Workers' Com-
pensation and Rehabilitation Commission,
which reflects its main functions.

The Bill also changes the title of manager of
the commission to executive director, which is
consistent with management terminology ap-
plied to permanent heads of similar Govern-
ment departments.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Thompson.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting.
MRS HENDERSON (Gosnells) [7.32 p~m.):

I direct my comments on this Bill specifically
to the issue of prostitution in Western
Australia.

Every member here would know that there is
no law in Western Australia which prohibits
prostitution. However, there are a number of
sections of the Police Act and also of the Crimi-
nal Code which prohibit a number of activities
which are closely related to prostitution. These
offences include managing or assisting to man-
age premises for the purposes of prostitution,
living off the earnings of prostitution, and
soliciting in a public place. All of these are the
commonly evoked offences.

While it is not an offence to actually engage
in prostitution itself, people also know that
prostitution is a fact of life in Western Aus-
tralia. It is openly advertised, and indeed the
directories of all the major hotels in this city
provide lists of places to which people can go
for prostitution services. This effectively makes
a mockery of these laws, and it is my view that
where a law is seen to be ridiculous, where it is
openly breached every day, that law is brought
into contempt. I believe it is not a healthy situ-
ation in terms of the law being upheld or the
law being respected when people regard the law
as being completely out of touch with what the
community tolerates.

A second matter which concerns me is not
that the law itself is held in contempt, but that
the law is selectively enforced. It is not a good
situation where people who are dedicated to
enforcing the law, whose careers as police
officers are dedicated to upholding the law of
the land, are given instructions to enforce the
law selectively, and to apply the law in some
cases, while in other cases they are instructed
not to apply it. I do not believe it is a good
thing that on some occasions an activity will
attract a charge while on other occasions
exactly the same activity may attract no charge
and no offence.

A basic principle of justice is that the law is
applied equally to everyone in the community
and that it is applied without fear and without
favour. It is not good for the morale of the
Police Force, nor is it good for the image of the
police themselves to be actively involved in the
selective application of the law. I am sure we all
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remember the situation a few years ago when.
there would be paraded through the courts
women who were charged with managing
premises for the purposes of prostitution or
assisting to manage them, It appeared almost as
though there was a system in which everyone
took their turn and was prosecuted from time
to time. That situation seems to have disap-
peared to a large extent, but from time to time
people are stilt prosecuted for those offences
and there seems to be no rhyme or reason as to
who is prosecuted.

I think this is because the basis on which our
policy of containment of prostitution is based
is not widely known. There are no clearly de-
fined guidelines on which the police act that
are known to everyone; and it would appear
that when that happens there is scope for
people to make accusations that the law is be-
ing applied selectively for a particular reason-
that is, that some people are singled out for
prosecution while others are left alone. I think
it is a very unhealthy situation, even if there is
no foundation to the allegations that the police
are discriminatory in how they apply the law.
Those allegations can always be made when
people are actually instructed to enforce the
law with discretion.

Mr Bertram: And only against women.

Mrs HENDERSON: Yes, only against
women, not against their clients.

The third reason for my concern about this
matter is not only that the law itself becomes a
mockery, and not only that it is selectively
enforced, which gives rise to allegations of cor-
ruption from time to time, but that it seems to
me an enormous amount of police time is de-
voted to the containment and regulation of
prostitution. I understand that if a woman
wants to operate as a prostitute in Western
Australia, she must apply to police head-
quarters to be interviewed, photographed, have
her personal details taken down, have a file
established, and have her near relatives
recorded. A considerable amount of police
time, specifically that of a unit within the vice
squad, is spent interviewing women who wish
to set themselves up as prostitutes, and then
those women are expected to keep in regular
contact with those police officers. Indeed, I
understand that the police spend a lot of time
actually making contact with all the major
brothels in Perth and with escort services so
that they know who works for whom; and when
women move from one brothel to another, a
check is kept.

It may well be that the police would argue
that this is a parn, and a necessary part, of the
policy of containment. I know that there is a
strong argument on the pant of the police to the
effect that their containment policy works well
and that as a result of that policy there is no
association between prostitution and the crimi-
nal element in Western Australia, as there is in
the other States, and this State does not have
the drug problem which exists in other States.
The reason given for that is the very close
check kept by police on prostitution and its
operation in Perth. This may well be the case,
but I would question whether the qualified
police officers who are trained to uphold the
law should be spending their time regularly
liaising with prostitutes checking on their ac-
tivities. It seems to me that if it is necessary to
do that, there are other people who can per-
form that function when constantly we hear the
cry that our police officers are needed out in
the community to control and to solve cnimes.

Mr Thompson: How would you see it set up
under some legal arrangement?

Mrs HENDERSON: I will come to that bit
later on in my speech.

The other thing that selective enforcement of
the law does is place the magistrates in our
courts in a difficult position. A number of
magistrates have commented on the difficulty
they have in enforcing a law that everyone
knows is made a mockery of and is enforced
differentially-one day somebody might be
prosecuted, the next day the person goes back
to the same activity; they may not be
prosecuted again for another six months.

The next thing I want to consider is the
women who are engaged in prostitution. Per-
haps quite a few people here would not be
aware that the women who operate as prosti-
tutes out of brothels in Perth all pay tax. The
normal situation is that the madams who run
the brothels liaise with the Taxation Office and
provide it with details of those women's earn-
ings. The Taxation Office then sends officers to
the brothels from time to time to discuss with
the women their tax bills. The women pay their
taxes in the same way as other citizens.

I understand that some prostitutes complain
that they are not able to make the same deduc-
tions from their taxation returns and receive
rebates as other people in the community can.
It concerns me that the women who are paying
tax are not given the same civil and personal
liberties in our democracy as any other per-
sons. Their taxes are being used to build roads,
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schools, and hospitals, the same as anyone
else's.

In Kalgoorlie prostitution has operated quite
openly for many years. Most people would say
that Kalgoorlie provides a very good example
of how prostitution can operate and can be
controlled by a community. There are rigid and
regular health checks, and there is a general
feeling in the community that Kalgoorlie is
almost a model of how prostitution can operate
without causing too much concern.

Mr Thompson: It is no more legal there than
it is in Perth.

Mrs HENDERSON: No, but the system of
containment and tolerance is more established.

Mr Williams: But that was the case in Perth
many years ago, until the Labor Party decided
that it wasn' ton.

Mrs HENDERSON: Indeed it was, but I
think the member will find as I go on that I do
not necessarily agree that it is a good system.

When people look at prostitution in
Kalgoorlie and say that it operates well, that
nobody in the community complains, and that
everyone knows where the prostitutes are in a
particular area of the town, they should also
take the time to consider the women them-
selves. I wonder how many people here know
that the Women who work as prostitutes in
Kalgoorlie are required to live in the premises
in which they work and that their Personal free-
dom is severely limited. They are almost under
a curfew. They are not allowed to frequent ho-
tels in Kalgoorlie; they are not allowed to go to
the racecourse; they are not allowed to go to
public parties and other events or social func-
tions in the town. I do not know of any other
occupation which a person undertakes to earn a
living that so severely limits personal freedom
in the time in which that person is not working.
I know of no other occupation for which we
would accept that kind of limitation on a per-
son's freedom.

Mr Thompson: Couldn't those constraints be
part of the reason why it is accepted in
Kalgoorlie?

Mrs HENDERSON: I was going to come to
the point about why those kinds of constraints
have been put on women. I do not know why
they were put on, but it occurs to me that one
reason could be to protect their clients-that
the men of Kalgoorlie do not want to bump
into the prostitutes they saw the night before
when, for example, shopping in Coles. Perhaps.
that is the case; I do not know.

The second reason why perhaps that system
has evolved is that it protects the madams who
run the brothels in Kalgoorlie. They probably
would not like their prostitutes to move about
in the community where they may be able to
establish contacts with their regular clients.
They may be able to set up an independent
service. Regardless of the reason why that
system has evolved in Kalgoorlie, I wonder
whether people appreciate the extent to which
the civil liberties of those women are almost
totally taken away.

I have heard it argued that any woman who
goes to Kalgoorlie to operate as a prostitute
knows that that is the case and that her per-
sonal freedom will be limited; that she is not
allowed to bring members of her family within
500 kilometres of Kalgoorlie; and that she ac-
cepts those conditions. Perhaps that is the case,
but I will come a little later to the question of
why women become prostitutes. If people im-
agine for one moment that most women make
a completely open and free choice about the
matter, they may be incorrect.

Kalgoorlie provides a very good example of
the double standards we apply. On the one
hand , we as a community say that we will ac-
cept prostitution-it is controlled, checked on,
and the women pay their taxes; on the other
hand, because it is illegal, the women have to
accept what I consider to be an outrageous
limitation on their freedom.

No comprehensive study has been done in
Perth on the reasons why women become pros-
titutes, on their backgrounds and their experi-
ence, or on how long they stay in the business.
However, major studies have been done in
Melbourne, Sydney, and Adelaide.

Several things that emerge from those studies
are common to all places. One is that a very
large proportion of prostitutes are single
mothers. They have children who are totally
dependent on them and find that they cannot
exist within the social security system. They
suffer from the poverty syndrome that affects
so many single parents, and they move into
prostitution essentially because of the money
that it offers. A large number of women who
stay in the business apparently become prosti-
tutes because of some overwhelming debt or
some personal crisis. They see prostitution as a
way of gaining some money quickly to help
them out of that situation, but once they have
gone into prostitution they find it extremely
difficult to get out.

4464



[Wednesday, 19 November 19861 46

Not all prostitutes fall into those categories.
It was found in the 1986 New South Wales
parliamentary inquiry that a quite substantial
group of women made a rational decision to
become prostitutes. They made that decision
not because they had no skills or because they
had never held a job. Many of them were
skilled and had had a series ofjobs during their
working lives. They became prostitutes because
of the great difference between what they could
earn in their normal occupation and what they
could earn as a prostitute. From the reading
that I have done, it has become clear to me that
the kind of income that women earn as prosti-
tutes is nothing like that commonly believed.
Even so, the difference between the average
weekly earnings of a woman working as a wait-
ress or in a clerical job and those of a woman
working as a prostitute for a shorter number of
hours is so great that it is a compelling reason
for a woman to move to that area of employ-
ment. The flexibility of hours is particularly
appealing to women with young children.
Those women often encounter difficulties in
obtaining child care when working in a normal
occupation. The woman working as a prostitute
is able to organise her life around two or three
days or nights a week, which makes the pro-
fession very attractive.

In New South Wales the amount that was
quoted to the parliamentary inquiry into pros-
titution as being that which a hard-working
prostitute in a very busy brothel in Sydney
could earn in a week was $1 000. That is not
significantly different from what a skilled
tradesman can earn in the north-west of West-
emn Australia. There is still a very substantial
difference between the average weekly earnings
of most women workers and the average w eekly
earnings of most men workers in Australia. The
lack of employment opportunities, the differ-
ence in wages, and the poverty traps in which
women, particularly single parents, tind them-
selves, make prostitution an attractive
proposition. Those women all lead double
lives. Many experience shame and guilt. They
must keep up a constant deception. They live
in fear of discovery from their family, friends,
and chtildren, and many use elaborate schemes
to cover their real occupations.

Another problem is that they are unable to
obtain credit. If they want to buy furniture, a
house, or a car, because they do not have any
statement of their earnings, which are illegal,
they are unable to go to a bank and say, "I want
to take a out a loan to buy a house."

The possibility of getting out of prostitution
by securing their future is very difficult. The
only way in which they can do that is by earn-
ing the maximum they can in the shortest poss-
ible time in order to pay for whatever they
want to buy in order to establish themselves
and their families.

If we look at the earnings of prostitutes,
those who work in brothels receive
approximately 50 per cent of the money
handed over in return for their services. A
study was conducted in Western Australia by
Dr Judith Edwards last year, funded by the
Human Rights Commission, and it found that
for the most basic service the price was $20. Of
that the prostitute received $8, the tax man
received $2 or $3, and the madam in charge of
the brothel received the other $9 or $ 10. Those
figures may have changed since then, but in
order for a prostitute to earn a substantial
amount of money she would have to work long
hours indeed.

Not only do they work long hours, but they
also have no choice of the hours they work.
They must accept the shift they are given,
which may be a 12-hour shift. They often have
no choice of client, and they may have no
choice of the services they are required to per-
form for those clients.

Reports about 18 months ago indicated that
some brothel owners refused to allow prosti-
tutes to insist on their clients wearing condoms
to protect their health. I suspect this has
probably changed now with a great deal more
information and publicity about AIDS, but it
brings home the fact that many of those women
place their personal health in some jeopardy.

Many are subjected to the indignity of
having to line up for appraisal. They are put on
display so that clients can select which prosti-
tute they want.

All these conditions mean that the women
who work at brothels accept these limitations
in return for the protection given to them by
working inside a brothel as opposed to working
on their own. However, they are alway's in a
twilight, illegal area, and any desire on their
part to improve their conditions is very diffi-
cult to achieve.

The second group of people working as pros-
titutes in Perth do not work out of brothels.
There are those who do what is called escort
work. These women want more freedom, more
choice of client, and a greater choice of hours
and services. They certainly receive much bet-
ter money. In return for those advantages they
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expose themselves to far greater danger. They
meet completely unknown persons. If that per-
son becomes violent, Or refuses to hand over
money, they have very little protection.

However the trend is more towards that sont
of work than work in brothels. The reason is
that the money is better. Far less money goes to
the owner of the establishment, and they have a
much greater choice.

I would like to return to the survey conduc-
ted in New South Wales. The Select Com-
mittee investigating prostitution in New South
Wales conducted inquiries in Western
Australia, and in fact in every State in
Australia. They surveyed street prostitutes in
Sydney. It is of tremendous concern that the
average age of a female street prostitute in
Sydney was found to be 23, and the average age
of a male prostitute was found to be 20, with
over half of the male prostitutes being 16 or 17
years of age.

I am sure every member is familiar with tele-
vision documentaries which have looked at the
situation of children earning money through
prostitution in King's Cross and elsewhere. A
great deal of publicity has been given to those
youngsters becoming prostitutes to raise money
for their drug habits. Many have run away from
home; they have no income and they have
drifted into the city.

The situation of young children taking up a
life of prostitution as young as 16 or 17 is as
serious and as worrying a situation as that in
London when Dr Barnardo went around the
streets collecting homeless waifs and stabilising
homes for them. I sincerely hope we never see
that son of thing in Western Australia.

At this stage I am not aware that it exists or
that it is a problem. The police would argue
that their system of control and containment
prevents this from happening and I hope it
does. However I have no doubt we need clear
laws to prohibit child prostitution- A section of
the Criminal Code prohibits the procurement
of a person for the purposes of prostitution.
Laws have been introduced by this Govern-
ment to prohibit the use of children for porno-
graphic purposes. I would like to be certain that
we have a law clearly prohibiting the sort of
activity which we know goes on in King's
Cross.

I have no doubt that children at that young
age engaged in prostitution are possibly scarred
for life. Their self-image and self-confidence is
totally undermined, if not destroyed. I suspect
those youngsters may end up incapable of ex-

periencing a normal, happy sexual relationship
with anyone. I am gravely concerned about
their health because of the tender age at which
they start that sort of work.

Studies in New South Wales show a very
clear link between child prostitution and
homelessness. Perhaps that is very obvious, but
a significant proportion of those homeless chil-
dren are homeless because they have escaped
from a violent situation at home, or because
the family has broken up, or because they have
been subjected to sexual assault or incest
within the family.

The study made last year in Sydney revealed
that these children who ran away from home to
escape a situation of sexual assault are more
likely to move into prostitution because their
self-image, their self-worth, and self-confidence
have already been so undermined by that sex-
ual assault that it has desensitised them. That
barrier which might prevent them from con-
sidering themselves to be a saleable commodity
is to some extent removed as a result of this
having already been sexually abused within the
family, and that is of enormous concern.

The task force on child sexual abuse looked
at sexual assault of children in New South
Wales. I will be watching carefully the results of
our sexual assault task force to see whether
there is any indication that we have a similar
problem here.

What is of enormous concern is the number
of adults who have recently come forward and
told their stories of what happened to them as
children. Many of those adults have told us of
sexual abuse that went on for many years. If we
can produce changes to ensure that this type of
abuse never goes on for any length of time-we
must ensure some intervention to make sure
that sexual abuse does not continue-possibly
we can prevent the kind of situation which has
occurred in Sydney resulting in child prosti-
tution.

What must we do here in Western Australia?
There is a clear need to change the laws and to
look very closely at what the other States have
tried. Whether planning regulations and health
regulations are sufficient to control prostitution
is one question. Whether prostitution should
be regarded as a business to be conducted in
non-residential areas is another question.
There seems to be a general view that the set-
ting aside of specially designated areas for pros-
titution is not a good idea, that no-one wants
them near his or her house, and that local coun-
cils do not want them in their municipalities.
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Where this has been tied overseas it has not
worked. West Germany is the best example of
this, where it has licensed brothels in particular
streets. A study done last year in West
Germany showed that less than 12 per cent of
the total number of brothels in the country
were licensed and located in those streets. This
was partly because the prostitutes themselves
found that situation very degrading and hu-
miliating. Their clients also found it unaccept-
able and degrading, and the community gener-
ally did not support that arrangement.

I believe that in any changes to the law or in
any considerations of prostitution, we need to
take into account the community and what it is
entitled to expect; the women who work as
prostitutes and their welfare; and their clients.

As far as the community is concerned, it is
my belief that the No. I thing we should be
concerned about is the protection of children.
The No. 2 thing is to ensure that no-one is
coerced into becoming a prostitute. Thirdly,
the community is entitled to expect strict con-
trols over nuisance and disruption so that no-
one's life is made uncomfortable or unpleasant
because of the operations Of brothels or some
other form of prostitution. Fourthly, the com-
munity is entitled to restrictions on advertising
and soliciting so that it is not confronted with
offensive behaviour in public or with offensive
advertisements.

In terms of the possibilities of what we as a
Government can do, any Government first of
all could prohibit prostitution totally. The ex-
perience around the world is that this does not
work, that it drives prostitution underground,
and that it strengthens the link between prosti-
tution and criminals, including drug pushers.
Few people these days would offer that as a
worthwhile suggestion.

The second possibility is that we could legal-
ise prostitution and set down fairly clear regu-
lations as to how it could be carried on, under
what circumstances, and in what areas. One of
the difficulties we have with that is that we
would have to continue the process we have at
the moment where prostitutes are registered.
There would have to be some body that did
that and kept details of these people, phoned
them, and followed up on them and their go-
ings on. Where regulation has been tried over-
seas it has not always worked. Also in Australia
we find that Victoria, for example, has gone for
that option, and I guess only time will tell
whether that works. Generally, prostitutes
claim that the more regulated they are the more
difficult it is for them to get out of the business;

the more controlled they are the more their
personal details are kept and the more open
they are to blackmail. The community prefers a
more flexible attitude and a less obvious
system, one that provides sufficient protection
for all those three groups I mentioned.

The third possibility is to decriminalise pros-
titution, which means to remove from the
Criminal Code any offence that relates to pros-
titution and instead to focus on planning and
health matters. We would need to focus on en-
suring there were strict health and planning
controls to establish where brothels could be
located. This approach recognises that prosti-
tution is an industry and that like any other
industry it requires special planning regulations
to ensure its control. It requires people to in-
spect and ensure the regulations are adhered to.

New South Wales completely decrimninalised
the offence of soliciting. It then had the prob-
lem of people soliciting in public places and
being offensive, so it brought in another Act to
make it an offence to solicit near a school,
church, or hospital. But it did change the law so
that it is no longer an offence in New South
Wales to keep a brothel but it is an offence to
permit prostitution to be carried on at a mass-
age parlour. The reason was that people had
complained that they had gone to a massage
parlour believing it to be a bona fide establish-
ment only to find they were not offered the
services they expected. The New South Wales
Government has said it will no longer be an
offence to keep a brothel, but it cannot be
disguised as a massage parlour or whatever. It
is still an offence in New South Wales to live
off the earnings of prostitution, and it is still an
offence to seek to procure a person to be a
prostitute.

Victoria has gone for a totally different
system and has legalised massage parlours. In
July 1984 it gave existing massage parlours 12
months in which to register and become legal.
But escort agencies in Victoria do not have to
be legalised; they do not come under any of the
regulations that cover brothels, which have to
be legal. A person who runs a massage parlour
that is not legalised is liable to a very heavy
fine, in the vicinity of $6 000. Someone
operating an escort agency is not subject to any
of those controls. What the Victorian Govern-
ment has done effectively is to say that it differ-
entiates between the manner in which prosti-
tution is carried out. As long as it is carried out
in a brothel or a massage parlour that is
registered, it is legal. If it is operated as an
escort agency it does not require to be
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registered. Victoria places a limit on who can
own a brothel and on the number of brothels
any one person can own. This has been done in
an attempt to prevent organised crime moving
in. Victoria prohibited brothels in residential
areas and has said that they can operate only
where planning authorities allow it and where
local councils agree they can be situated.

The Victorian Government brought in a law
which is very unusual; in fact it is the only law
in the world where it is not only an offence for
a prostitute to solicit but also for a client to
solicit. That law has been in place for only a
short time, and it will be interesting to see
whether it controls some of the problems
Victoria has been experiencing.

In Western Australia we need to address
these issues: We need to look at the rights of
the public not to be affronted; we need to look
at the rights of people in residential areas not to
be subjected to noise and nuisance; we need to
look at the rights and the protection of chil-
dren;, we need to look at the need to protect
people from being coerced into becoming pros-
titutes; we need to look at the rights of prosti-
tutes themselves.

If we are to tolerate the existence of prosti-
tution we have to give the people involved in
the industry the normal freedoms of movement
and civil rights that other people in our society
have-that is, to have access to credit and to
normal taxation deductions as are available to
everyone else. There needs to be more control
over the working conditions of the women
involved in prostitution so that they are not
Workers who alone have no control over the
hours they are expected to work in a particular
establishment and the kinds of services they are
expected to provide.

in terms of the people who frequent brothels,
the clients of prostitutes, they are entitled to
know that the industry is regulated to ensure
basic health controls. Another complaint found
in studies into this subject is that the clients of
prostitutes also are operating in a twilight area
and are often conned themselves. They might
pay for services, but receive nothing like they
expected they would get and they are unsure
whether they can complain to anyone. There
have been cases where clients have been
subjected to violence and robbery in the same
way as the prostitutes themselves. The clients
must be able to report their problems to the
police in the normal way.

Perhaps it is time for us to end this double
standard and to remove the situation we have
where the general public consider the law to be
a mockery. We need to look closely at what has
been done in the other three States which have
tackled the problem. We have to look at what
we need to do in Western Australia. I would
not suggest for one minute we need to blindly
follow the other States. We are very different
from New South Wales, for example, but we
can learn a lot from studies they have done.

MR TUBBY (Greenough) 18.11 p.m.]: The
1986-87 State Budget was anxiously awaited by
all Western Australians, but particularly those
in the country and in rural industry. People
were anxiously looking for a change of direc-
tion in this Budget to get our State back to the
prosperity we knew in the past and which most
Western Australians believe we should be
enjoying. They were looking for reduced
Government spending in areas which did not
encourage productivity, and a freeze on taxes
and charges.

What did we get? More of the same. It will
send more country people broke. The rural in-
dustries have taken another severe knock. Last
year in a news release on 9 July the Treasurer
stated he had identified areas of concern in the
rural industry which required attention. He
said the Government had adopted a four-
pronged approach to what it described as the
agricultural costs crisis and went on to say-

The approach involves:
fighting higher fuel taxes;
mounting a campaign for the reform

of tariffs and other trade barriers;
accelerating the pace of transport

deregulation;
providing substantial assistance to

non-metropolitan dwellers on elec-
tricity and water charges and real re-
ductions in government charges.

The Government's strategy has been
outlined by the Premier, Mr Brian Burke.

He said the Government had identified
these areas as the ones in which it was
most likely to be able to make an effective
contribution to controlling rural costs.

He said the Western Australian Govern-
ment's strong advocacy at the recent Tax
Summit of the exemption of fuel from the
proposed consumption tax had been a
major factor in the Commonwealth's com-
mitment to exclude fuel from any new tax
regime.
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However, the WA Government believes
that this was not sufficient and that
existing Commonwealth fuel taxes needed
to be reduced. It would continue to pursue
that case.

That crisis is still there, and the Government's
actions this year will further compound the
problem. The financial statement in June ap-
peared to indicate that the Government had
identified rural industries for special treatment
to finish them off altogether, and it made an
absolute mockery of the pre-election statement
that I read. In the June statement, the State fuel
levy was increased from 2.1 7c a litre to 4.1 7c,
an increase of 92 per cent, and this falls more
heavily on country people because of the dis-
tances they have to travel. They have no
alternative transport; they have to use their
own cars. They are not like city people who, if
they do not choose to pay the tax, can use
alternative transport. The cost of diesel fuel
rose from 3.95c a litre to 5.95c, an increase of
51 per cent. This means that the petrol levy
under Labor has increased from 1 .85c a litre in
1982 to 4.1 7c in 1986, an increase of 235 per
cent. The levy on diesel has risen from 3.40c a
litre in 1982 to 5.95c, an increase of 75 per
cent.

The Government increased significantly a
range of country charges including domestic
electricity, which went up by 12 per cent; dom-
estic gas by 12 per cent; commercial power
rates by 12 per cent; country water rates by 7.1
per cent, with the minimum rate rising by 14
per cent from $57 to $65. Most irrigation rates
and charges are up by 9.5 per cent, and third
party motor vehicle insurance went up by 10
per cent.

That shows how ridiculous those announce-
ments were compared with the news release by
the Treasurer prior to the elections. One won-
ders whether the Australian Labor Party is
steeped in prejudice or ignorance as to the
plight of the rural economy. Whatever view
one takes, and whatever judgment one makes,
the results and the effects are the same: The
farmers of Australia are being ignored and
neglected, and allowed to slide into bankruptcy
and financial collapse as a result of the policies
of Labor Governments. For many farmers the
struggle is for survival, and this is having a
flow-on effect for country business and country
people.

We heard during the debate that many
country businesses are facing serious problems
and need assistance along the lines of that
available to farmers who qualify. Some very

interesting facts are contained in a pamphlet
called "Our Country". It states-

Australia has 170 000 farms, $9 per cent
of which are run as family enterprises.
However the number of farms is declining
at an average rate of 2 500 a year-or 7
each day.

The farm sector generates approximately
one million jobs throughout the national
economy, and thus directly and indirectly
supports about three million Australians.

Further on it says-

Australian farmers are the least-
subsidised and least protected of any in the
developed world, from which they can
fairly lay claim to be the most economi-
cally efficient.

The article goes on as follows-

The average farm receives about $4 500
a year in total subsidies - for research,
super, domestic price schemes, tax con-
cessions, drought relief etc - but it pays
out $9 000 in subsidies to manufacturing
industry alone.

Since 1980 the prices farmers receive for
the produce have risen, across the board by
14 per cent - but farm input prices have
increased by 55 per cent, almost four times
as fast.

During the 1 980s the cost of government
rates and taxes on farmers has increased by
87 per cent, six times faster than farrngate
commodity prices.

The cost of servicing interest on farm
debt has risen by 151 per cent over the last
five years. Farm debt itself has more than
doubled, from $3.7 billion to $8.5
billion-however Government debts have
more than tripled in the same time.

The article continues-

This year Australia's farmers will pay
more than $12.2 billion in farm costs - or
81 per cent of everything they earn.

The average farm income was $6 700 in
198 5/86 - and this is forecast to fall by 20
per cent in the present year. The average
on-farm earnings of a typical family farm
member were $73 a week ($3 800 a year).
Farm incomes have declined by 56 per
cent in real terms over the current 3-year
period.
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That gives a fair indication of the plight of the
farming industry. In the pamphlet "Facts" in
speaking of farmers it says-

In the farm sector employees earn, on
average, more than $260 per week (plus
various benefits):-

Those various benefits given to fanning em-ployees are now subject to the Cringe benefits
tax, and it is to be paid by the employers. The
pamphlet goes on as follows-

-this is substantially more than the $209
earned by family farm owners and their
famil':, memnbers.

That is a ridiculous situation, and it clearly
indicates the great problems the fringe benefits
tax will bring io country people, bearing in
mind they, have to pay regardless of whether
their farmi ng enterprise is profitable or not.

State and Federal Governents have the
power to considerably reduce this decline, but
to date all actions taken have been to turn their
backs on the plight of the rural industries. The
burden on p-,inary producers is continuing to
increase and they have beetn caught in the cost
price squeeze. It has created a situation that
even in an ordinary season, most of the farmers
in the main areas producing high quality wheat
will be unable to survive.

It was reported in the Western Farmer on 23
October that a farm economist had carried out
a survey.

The article states-
A typical Western Australian farm

200kmn from port this year will need a
wheat yield of 1.32 tonnes a hectare-
0_O7t/ha above the 20-year state average-
to break even.

This calculation by Agribusiness Coun-
sellors managing director David Nuttall is
based on a guaranteed minimum price of
$ 132/t.

Mr Nuttall said that 5Opc of the state's
-wheat growing land was in districts with a
20-year average yield below the state figure
of 1. 25t/ha.

"With wheat prices forecast to fall a
further $1 5-20/t for the 1987-88 harvest
even the favourable yield prospects for
some districts this year cannot mask the
seriousness of the outlook for many
farmers two or three years hence," he said
in the company's latest newsletter.

If members were to view the map that was
published in the Countryman of the areas that
are producing below this break-even point on a

20-year average they would understand that it
is a massive area and involves the high quality
wheat-producing areas of Western Australia. It
certainly is a grim situation. if these areas cease
to produce high quality grain it will affect the
overall reputation of the quality of wheat
produced in Western Australia and it will make
it even harder to sell wheat that is produced
from the more favourable, high rainfall areas.

Advice given to the farmers is that they
should diversify and look towards growing lu-
pins as an alternative crop. This year a con-
siderable area of lupins was planted in the
heavy rainfall areas, and because of the favour-
able rainfall the lupin crops looked absolutely
magnificent. However, in September we had a
dry spell and the crops became subjected to
many diseases and the harvest results have
been very disappointing.

It is recognised that if the conditions are
favourable, the lupin is a worthwhile crop, but
if conditions are unfavourable it is very dicey
indeed. Lupin crops are more suitable along the
coast. It would not be feasible as an alternative
crop for the lighter rainfall areas; it would cer-
tainly be a disaster for any farmer to rely on a
lupin crop for his cash flow.

Because of the need to generate income in
the heavy rainfall areas, since 1976-which
was the year of the first disastrous drought in
this State-farmers have consistently cropped
the land and, with the addition of nitrogen,
have been able to produce a quick return. How-
ever, in doing so, they have destroyed the es-
tablished and natural pastures and it is making
it difficult for them to get back into stock, with
the limited funds available, and to establish
pastures once again.

The farmers in this area of Western Australia
are in a very serious position. it is only as a
result of the excellent season throughout West-
emn Australia this year that perhaps a holding
situation will be achieved, where a lot of these
farmers will be able to hang on for another
year. They only need to have a below average
season next year and together with the
escalated costs which I have already
mentioned, they will be in a disastrous situ-
ation.

Last night the member for Mt Marshall
spoke about the problems in his area where
farmers have walked off their properties. He
mentioned also the problems farmers were
having with noxious weeds and vermin which
establish quickly on properties that are not
farmed or supervised. It is a serious problem,

4470



[Wednesday, 19 November 1986) 47

and the Government must ascertain whether it.
is possible for these properties to be supervised
and not become a burden on the rest of the
community, which can so easily happen.

The Budget was received with a great deal of
caution in the Geraldton area. I will quote from
an article which was published in The
Geraldion Guardian on Friday 17 October. It
states-

Reaction to yesterday's State Budget has
been guarded as Mid-West commerce, in-
dustry and government bodies wait to find
out what the decisions brought down really
mean.

One of the most disappointed people,
however, was deputy director of the
Geraldton Regional College of TAFE,
Barry Rowe, who discoved that a $226,000
Budget allocation for student housing was
for units opened earlier in the year.

At first the TAFE administration
thought the money would be used for ex-
pansion of the student housing, but now
find the State is willing to pick up the
$48.000 over-dide on the cost of the ac-
commodation units.

That was a great disappointment. Further on it
states-

The Greenough Regional Prison will not
be upgraded to maximum security Stan-
dard as announced by Geraldion MLA Jeff
Canr yesterday.

That was another disappointment.
Mr Can:- That is not quite the truth. A mis-

take was made. Sections of the prison will be
upgraded to a maximum security standard to
take maximum security prisoners on a short-
term basis.

Mr TUBBY: Is that to the standard that was
anticipated in the first place?

Mr Canr: My statement referred to a maxi-
mum security standard, meaning a long-term
maximum security prison. It was an error on
my part. What is happening is what was always
intended to happen.

Mr TUBBY: I thank the Minister. As I
mentioned the Budget was received with a
great deal of caution in the Geraldton area.
People are getting browned off with misleading
statements and publicity and are very disap-
pointed. They are now saying that when things
happen, they will believe them.

A big study is going on in the Geraldton
region at present to find out what is wrong with
the economy and what can be done to get de-

velopment going. This is generally seen by most
people as a waste of money, but I sincerely
hope it is not because of the enormous amount
of work being put into this study by people who
can fi-afford the time. I do admire them for
coming forward and I know they were invited
to do so. I hope their efforts are not in vain.

Mr Can: It is not widely regarded as a waste
of time. You are the only person who has
criticised that project. It is widely regarded as a
positive initiative to the development potential
of that region.

Mr TUBBY: I am probably the only person
who has said anything openly but there are
plenty of people, including those who are
giving the Minister advice on those com-
mittees, who think otherwise, They came to me
and were very apprehensive about going on it.

Mr Can: Those people are very positive
about the contribution they are making to these
committees. It does you no credit to belittle
those people and the contribution they are
making.

Mr TUBBY: I am not belittling them.
Mr Carr: You are trying to say that it is a

waste of time, but they are making a positive
contribution.

Mr TUBBY: They made that comment to me
before they went on the committee. They have
not made that comment since they have been
on the committee.

Mr Can: In other words, they are now very
positive about it.

Mr TUBBY: I think I have made that point
quite clear. I do not think there is anyone who
would wish for more to come out of that
committee than I, because I want to see the
development of the Geraldton region. Most of
the development will take place in my elector-
ate and I certainly look forward to that. I
admire and appreciate the efficiency of the way
that Dr Kay Bowman and David Moustaka are
going about their work. They are two very good
people and I appreciated the courtesy they

-extended in coming to my office, seeking my
advice, and discussing. what they were
endeavouring to do. I indicated to them that
they were assured of the full cooperation,
advice, and assistance from one who has spent
a lifetime in that electorate.

Another area of waste is the establishment of
a ministerial office for the Minister for Re-
gional Development when we already have a
fully-staffed regional development office next
to the member for Geraldton's office. There
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has been much criticism in Geraldion aver this
and the excuse is that it is to play a
coordinating rote, even though a thoroughly ex-
perienced regional coordinator is established
next door. Another reason given for it was to
bring government closer to the people. If the
Government genuinely wanted to bring govern-
ment closer to the people-it is a concept I
would support-it could have established a
ministerial office for the Minister for
Agriculture or the Minister for Transport. We
already have ministerial offices for the Minis-
ter for Local Government and the Minister for
Regional Development in the area. It would
have been a move welcomed by most people.

Mr Can: What a contradiction. In two sen-
tences you have said it is a waste of time
establishing a ministerial office in Geraldton,
but we could have established a ministerial
office for the Minister for Agriculture.

Mr TUBBY: We already have a regional co-
ordinator, the Minister for Regional Develop-
ment and the Minister for Local Government
in Geraldton. Now the Government is
establishing a ministerial office.

Mr Can': That is absolute knocking. He has
been told by the Liberal Party to lift his game
and the only way he can do it is to knock,
knock, knock. I know of your preselection diffi-
culties.

Mr TUBBY: That is something the Minister
made up himself.

Mr Camr Your Liberal organisers are going
around town trying to find someone to run
against you to give the Liberal Party a more
positive image up there.

Mr TUBBY: On the results of the last elec-
tion, if anyone needs to lift his game, we know-
whom it should be. I do not think there is any
doubt about that. I do not know how the Minis-
ter can criticise my performance!

Mr Camr I am not criticising it.
Mr TUBBY: I have heard this sort of thing

before. I have never had any competition fromanyone for my preselection. I won preselection
in the first case against very strong compe-
tition, and I have never had any problem since.
Should the challenge arise, I will accept it. It is
the right of anyone to be able to challenge a
sitting member. It is good for the party and the
member concerned to know that he is being
pushed and it keeps everyone on his toes. I only
hope that the Labor Party ensures that the
member for Geraldton has someone to com-
pete with. I am sure the member for Geraldton
would accept that in the way I have done.

I refer to the establishment of this office and
the major upheaval caused to three other
Government departments-the office of indus-
trial relations, the Department for Sport and
Recreation and the Tourist Commission office
which had been sited only some nine or 10
months before in the new SGIO building. The
Department for Sport and Recreation office
and the office of industrial relations both had
to shift out. The Minister claimed that all this
reorganisation-and I know he has upgraded
his figure-would cost $7 000 and there would
be no extra costs for rental. That was an en-
tirely irresponsible statement unless the prem-
ises which the departments are now occupying
are being donated by private enterprise. I think
that is highly unlikely; or has the Government
continued to pay rent on premises it vacated 12
months ago?

Mr Carr: You received the answer to that
question weeks ago.

Mr TUBBY: As a matter of fact, it is only
today that I found out because the questions
had been wrongly directed to the Premier.
They had to go to another Minister for a writ-
ten reply.

Mr Can': But that was your second series of
questions. You asked a question prior to that
and you received an answer which was that that
office had been rented by the Government on
an ongoing basis.

Mr TUBBY: There was no additional cost to
the rental of those offices?

Mr Canr: The rent had not changed. They
were still being rented.

Mr TUB BY: I consider that to be a shameful
waste of taxpayers' money when the Govern-
ment continues to rent offices that have been
vacated. I know what goes on because the De-
partment for Sport and Recreation moved out
from an office alongside my office. It had been
there only a matter of a few months and most
of the equipment and furniture is still sitting
there. Each time it moves it must obtain new
furniture. Although the Minister says that it
did not cost very much to reorganise this whole
setup, the people behind the scenes can see a
considerable amount of money is involved.

The Budget allocation of further funds for
the development of the Denison boat harbour
is certainly most welcome. It is a very busy
boat harbour used by the fishing fleet and also
a considerable number of tourists have boats
anchored there.
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I was disappointed to see the small allocation
of funds for upgrading the kitchen of the
Mullewa District Hospital; $40 000 is a very
poor allocation indeed. It certainly will not do
much other than provide funds for the plans to
be drawn up. We hope that will lead to a con-
siderably higher allocation next year for the
urgently needed replacement of the kitchen at
the hospital. This project was given urgent pri-
ority 10 years ago for replacement; but instead
the kitchen was upgraded at considerable cost.
That was pouring good money after bad and
the kitchen is now urgently in need of replace-
ment. I hope that will take place in this coming
year.

Another matter drawn to my attention today,
by the President of the Morawa Agricultural
District High School P & C Association, was
the closure of the Noalimba Centre in the Perth
suburb of Bateman. The following article ap-
peared in the Countryman on 13 November-

The Noalimba Centre in the Perth sub-
urb of Bateman, provides a home away
from home for thousands of country chil-
dren each year.

Because of this Noalimba staff' are look-
ing to country people for support for their
efforts to try to get a State Government
decision to close Noalimba reversed.

Unless the Burke Government can be
persuaded Noalimba should not be axed,
the doors will close on April 27, 1987.

"The main problem is that Noalimba
currently operates at a loss of around
$600 000 a year," said centre manager Mr
David Couzens.

"However, our annual revenue is half a
million dollars and we fully expect this to
double once a new tariff is introduced in
January.

"This should allow us to reach break
even point in 18 months, so on this basis
we have appealed for a stay of execution
until June 1988."

He said this projected income was based
on bookings remaining at their present
level. But if trends over the past three
years were any indication, there was every
reason to expect usage to increase.

Now under the umbrella of the Depart-
ment of Sport and Recreation, it is used
mainly by country groups visiting Perth to
take part in sporting events, seminars and
study tours. Numbers using Noalimba
have grown from 42 160 in 1984-85 to

58 059 in 1985-86, Some 47 500 went
through the doors in the first nine months
of this year.

"At least 80 per cent of those would be
from the country, and they come from
areas throughout WA," said Mr Couzens.

"in September this year alone we had
6 800 people through here."

On behalf of those people I sincerely hope that
an extension can be considered by the Govern-
ment to give them the opportunity to prove
that the centre can be a viable operation. When
we consider the number of children who use
that centre each year and the wonderful benefit
it is to country children, it is a shame that those
children may be cut off from that amenity. It
has been reported that the people concerned
would be most receptive to an increase in
charges, as indicated. The centre should at least
be given a go to see whether it can be retained
for its very worthwhile purpose. It is a wonder-
ful opportunity for country children, who
would not normally have the opportunity to
visit the city, to compete in sporting events and
other activities in Perth. It would be a shame if
the centre were closed.

A group of farmers in the Ajana area, in the
Northampton Shire, have asked the Govern-
ment to consider releasing a considerable area
of agricultural land to the north-east of Ajana.
This land is very suitable indeed for the pro-
duction of lupins. These farmers agree to com-
ply with all the conservation restrictions appli-
cable to that land which, on a visual appraisal
of the situation, indicates that 20 per cent of
each of the blocks allocated would be left in
their natural state.

Before the Court-O'Connor Government
went out of office this application was being
seriously considered. I was pushing the matter
,very vigorously because the farmers in that
neighbouring area need bigger holdings and,
because their present holdings have heavy soils,
they need country suitable for the production
of lupins. This land would considerably assist
the viability of farmers in that area.

The farmers approached the Treasurer in
April and they are rather disappointed that to
the present time they have not received a
positive reply. Last week I asked the Treasurer
what action had been taken by the Government
and he indicated that he could not personally
recall having received the submission. How-
ever, he discovered that it had been received by
his office; but as the submission involved sev-
eral Ministers, it had been sent to them for
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comment. These people are naturally very
anxious to know the result of their application,
which I hope will be favourable. I hope that
land will be made available only to those
farmers who have proved their ability to farm
within that area, and only for farming build-up
purposes.

I conclude with those comments and I thank
the House for its indulgence.

MR READ (Mandurah) [8.48 p.m.]: I take
this opportunity to run through some of the
Budget initiatives as they affect Mandurah and
to deal with items of personal interest.

I take a different view from that expressed by
the previous speaker; I believe the Budget is a
good one which addresses the needs of Western
Australians generally rather than concentrating
on a specific group. It is a responsible Budget
of the type we would expect the Government to
bring down in today's economic climate.

In the Estimates, Mandurab has been
allocated $900 000 for a new courthouse. This
is estimated to cost $1.75 million and is a
much-needed facility. A new police station will
also be built at an estimated total cost of
$2.573 million.

A sum of $1 million has been allocated in
this Budget, and planning of that police station
has already commenced. One of the good
things about the police station is that it will
bring together the three groups of police per-
sonnel presently located in Mandurah. At the
moment we have a police station at which are
stationed 12 general duties officers and two
CIB officers; at the police traffic department
there are nine traffic officers; and at the Police
and Citizens Club are two officers who
specialise in working with the youth of the
town. One of the benefits of the new station
will be that it will bring 23 policemen together
under one roof, which will provide a more co-
hesive situation for those policeman and for
the public of Mandurah.

A matter I have brought to the Minister's
attention is an annual event in Mandurah-the
increase in population over the Christmas
period. The population increases ap-
proximately three-fold at that time, and I have
requested the Minister to ask the commissioner
to monitor this situation with the aim of ac-
commodating any increases in staff necessary
at that time. Since 1983 the station has grown
by five officers, three of them general duties
officers and two CIB officers, so the police
station in Mandurah has been vastly improved
by this Budget and over the last four years.

While talking about the police, I was pleased
to have an approach by a constituent regarding
young people carrying surfboards on their bikes
in Mandurah. My constituent brought to my
attention that that is a dangerous situation, as
he found out when one of these bike riders
carrying a surfboard was caught by a gust of
wind and nearly ended up under the front
wheels of his car. I approached the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services to inform him
of this, and no doubt members have seen the
recent Press release by him indicating that
people carrying surfboards should do so on
buggies rather than carrying them under their
arms, This is dangerous and also prevents them
from obeying ordinary traffic laws.

The Mandurah ocean entrance has received
an allocation of $704 000 for a navigable chan-
nel and $260 000 for the development of the
Peel Inlet channel. One of the contentious
issues in Mandurah is who should pay the cost
of a permanent ocean entrance. This matter has
been in dispute since just prior to the State
election in February, when an announcement
was made by the Opposition-and I think it
was an irresponsible announcement-that it
felt the cost should be borne by the Govern-
ment and that if it became the Government it
would do that.

Mr Bradshaw: I think the Labor Government
had promised at some stage to do that.

Mr READ: Yes, to provide a permanent
ocean entrance. In August 1985 the Premier
told the Shire of Mandurah that our aim was to
establish a permanent ocean entrance and that
this would be done on a cost-sharing basis be-
tween the shire, the major developers in the
area, and the Government. The shire's position
changed between that time, when there was no
argument about that, and the period before the
election when it announced it would ask the
Government to fund the total amount. The
matter has now reached the stage where the
shire has requested a meeting with the Premier,
and has also requested the South West Devel-
opment Authority to conduct a study into cost-
sharing in relation to the bar. The South West
Development Authority has almost completed
that study, which considers nine objectives. I
will quickly run through those objectives so
that the House may know what has been con-
sidered in relation to the question of who
should pay what for the permanent ocean en-
trance.

The first point the authority considered was
to clearly define what a permanent ocean en-
trance will consist of by way of dimension,
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method of operation, location, and so on.
Contained in that objective is the question of
whether to have a fixed by-pass system, or a
dredge.

The second objective was to determine the
value to the Mandurah-Murray region of a per-
manently open ocean entrance to the
Mandurah channel. The member for Murray-
Wellington may be interested to know that
there is a feeling in the Shire of Mandurah that
if there is to be a permanent ocean entrance,
the Murray Shire Council could perhaps be-
come involved in any cost-sharing arrange-
ments, because it will gain some benefits.

The third objective was to determine the
costs, both capital and ongoing, of having a
permanently open ocean entrance.

The fourth point was to determine the
sources of funding, both capital and ongoing.

The fifth objective of the South West Devel-
opment Authority's study was to determine the
effects upon specific areas within the
Mandurah-Murray region. Such areas would
include ocean foreshores, the Mandurah ocean
marina, recreational and navigational de-
mands, and canal developments along the
Mandurab channel and on other waterways
within the area.

The sixth objective was to determine the im-
pontance of the Mandurah channel in light of
decisions that will be made on the proposed
Dawesville Cut.

The seventh objective was to assess the ben-
efits to all groups of people living within the
area, and to those non-residents or ratepayers
of the area; that is, tourists, visitors, boating
clubs, and so on.

The eighth objective was to determine the
relationship one development has to another;
that is, increased boating traffic to mooring fa-
cilities, improved navigability to bridge height
restrictions, and so on.

Recently, the-shire and the South West De-
velopment Authority jointly funded a feasi-
bility study into raising the Mandurah traffic
bridge, the idea being that while the bridge was
in the process of being improved, perhaps it
could be raised so that larger craft could go
further along the channel and into the Peel In-
let. That was generally deemed to be far too
expensive and not considered worthwhile in
light of the proposed life of the bridge.

The ninth objective of the authority was to
correlate all studies, both completed and
ongoing, to show clearly those areas that have
been addressed and those still to be addressed.

When the shire meets with the Premier it will
have the results of that report to consider, and
it is hoped that by the 'time the meeting is over
there will be some agreement on cost sharing.

Mr Trenorden: How much in total is to be
outlaid?

Mr READ: I believe that initially the
Government was prepared to spend $1I million
to clear that area, and then there is an
estimated ongoing cost of $465 000. The pro-
posal to share that is along the lines of
$200 000 to be paid by the State Government,
and a total of 1165 000 to be paid by the
developers of the area, with the shire paying
$ 100 000. Although I do not like to pre-empt
matters, I would assume that there would be
either a dredge or a by-pass system there.

Mr Trenorden: Will this money secure a per-
mnanent opening to the ocean?

Mr READ: Not as far as I know. There has
been a lot of talk about the supposed C.Y.
O'Connor report, which I believe turned out to
be simply a comment made by CA'. O'Connor
when he came to Mandurah. The problem is
one which nobody seems to have an easy
answer for, so the idea is that, rather than try to
stop or divert it, we should catch and by-pass
it, and let it proceed up the coast, because the
drift is northwards.

Mr Trenorden: I suggest you might have a
fight on your hands because it does not sound
an equitable way of funding to me.

Mr READ: That is the member's opinion.
Mr Trenorden: I suggest Avon might be a hot

seat in a few months' time.
Mr READ: I am not suggesting that Northam

has the same problems.
The Dawesville Channel was allocated a

further $40 000 for land acquisition and
$207 000 for channel investigation. I received
correspondence from the General Manager of
the Department of Marine and Harbours on
the proposed Dawesville Channel. That depart-
ment has completed reports on 13 areas of
study. There is still a littoral drift study to be
completed and it is likely that the ERMP docu-
ment will be available for submission to Cabi-
net in the next few months. Cabinet's decision
will be interesting and I look forward to
examining the reports to see what has been
discovered and what was decided.
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The first stage of the Mandurah Hospital is
to go ahead this year. An amount of S1 .6
million had been allocated to it out of a total
first stage cost of $3.09 million. That facility is
eagerly awaited by the people of Mandurab.

The Water Authority of Western Australia
has received an allocation of $1.79 million for
extensions to the regional water supply scheme.
There has been a further allocation of $2
million for amplifying treatment works at the
Gordon Road sewage treatment plant.

An amount of $500 000 has been allocated to
development of Waroona sewerage facilities.
Many people will be aware that Mandurah is
the central township in that Water Authority
area but that area extends to Waroona, Serpen-
tine, Mundijong, and other areas.

A recent event of importance in Mandurab
was the opening of the extensions to the fire
brigade station. That involved a total expendi-
ture of $99 000 of which $23 000 was
allocated in this year's Budget. The extension
is now open and anyone who knows Mandurab
will be impressed by the improved facility. We
are hopeful that the south Mandurah bushfires
brigade station will be convented for use by the
Fire Brigades Board and we hope that will oc-
cur in the not-too-distant future.

It is proposed to build a second high school
at Mandurah. The present high school has 17
demountable classrooms with another expected
this week. There are a total of 1 182 children at
the school and it is getting to the stage where
there is a demountable city at the back of the
school. I have asked the Minister to examine
the problem with a view to bringing forward
the plan to build a second high school in
Mandurah to open in 1988 or early 1989. I
hope I will be successful in those represen-
tations.

A topic which often appears in the news-
paper and one about which all parliamen-
tarians should be concerned is the family.
Some of the greatest changes have occurred to
the family structure in the last few years. The
family today exists in many forms from, for
example, a two-parent family and children to a
foster-parent family with children. In between
we have a whole range of structures such as
single mothers with children, single fathers
with children, a mother and de facto partner
with children, and a father with de facto part-
ner and children. Society tends to categorise
families with a mother, father, and children
structure as ideal with others ranked with less
and less importance.

We should realise that we cannot categorise
the various forms of families. Before judging
any of the structures, it is important to look at
the functions of the family. It is interesting to
ask people to define the family. I have noted
that people generally define a family in relation
to its functions or its structure but seldom com-
bine both. The family is not a solid thing or an
isolated institution outside the wider social
structure. It can be said to be an expression of a
set of social relations whereby sexuality, child
rearing and everyday life are organised. A pic-
ture of the ideal family evolved in the 1950s
and 1 960s and we are now seeing that ideal
family apparently falling apart. However, if we
look back to the period just after the second
World War we will see that the family structure
had been as varied as it is today and the ideal
family was not necessarily so common then.

An article appeared in The West Australian
of I I November this year on changes that have
occurred to family life in the United States,
The article uses a census bureau study which
states--

Single parents-mostly women-head
more than one out of every four US famil-
ies with children aged under 18, a new
Census Bureau study says.

That is, about 25 per cent of families in the
United States are headed by women. The
article continues-

"Single parents accounted for 26 per
cent of all family groups with children
under 18 years in 1985-a proportion
twice as large as in 1970," the bureau said.
Single-parent families increased 27 per
cent between 1980 and 1985.

The article continues-
Divorce, separation and widowhood

were the leading factors in creating those
families, the bureau said.

When we look at the family we must look at it,
not in the light of its structure, but in the light
of how it operates. We must understand how it
operates to ensure that what it achieves for our
society is enhanced and strengthened.

It is generally recognised that in the family
all the power rests with the adults, but we must
preserve the rights of all the individuals in the
family, including the children. We see the im-
portance of child abuse prevention pro-
grammes and the cornpiling of subsequent re-
ports such as "Breaking the Silence". We are
critically examining what is happening in fam-
ilies.
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There is a need for all family members,
expecially the children, to learn their rights and
responsibilities and to accept responsibility for
their decisions and actions. From this will
come dignity, which is best preserved when
self-esteem is high and independence and self-
responsibility are developed and maintained.

In years gone by the mother, father, grand-
mother, and grandfather grew up in the same
town, and children could stay with their grand-
parents and aunts and uncles. However, this
situation does not exist to the same extent
today because of our mobility. We must accept
that the concept of the family is changing and
we must examine those changes and ascertain
how best society can enhance the work a family
does.

I refer now to what I consider to be an excit-
ins innovation which has taken place in
Mandurah at the Dudley Park Primary School
where we have the development of a pilot pro-
gramme which is termed "A Child Abuse Pre-
vention Programme". It is being developed by
three people, two of whom are teachers and one
who is a parent. The programme is to come
into effect in about a week. The aim of the
programme is to develop skills in children not
to only say "No", but to know what to do when
that does not work. The rationale of that pro-
gramme is as follows-

The sexual abuse of children has been
very much in the news in the past few
months.

This may be attributed to the fact that
the International Congress on Child Abuse
and Neglect was held in N.S.W. this
August. It may also be because the media
is well aware of what makes "good news".

All members will agree that the bringing out
into the open of child abuse by the media can
only result in good. It continues-

Child sexual assault ranges frolm moles-
tation to incest to rape/murder, from an
encounter with a man who exposes himn-
self, to fondling by a next-door neighbour,
from taking of pornographic pictures, to
years of repeated sexual abuse by a family
member.

Three people involved in the programme,
Cooper, Lutter and Phelps, have published a
book in which child sexual assault is defined as
",any negative, exploitative, or coercive sexual
experience involving a minor".

Members will recall the "stranger danger"
programme. This programme goes a little
further than that. As it states in its aims, it

equips the child with the ability to know how to
handle a situation where he or she is under
danger of sexual assault. There is a series of
programmes for teachers, and two videos are
available. One of the videos is designed to ac-
quaint parents and teachers with the pro-
gramme, and the second one is for the children.
This builds up from a bullying situation, to
stranger danger, to a known adult committing
sexual abuse. It goes through six stages.

In the bullying stage it shows the child-
against-child role-play, and the child is shown
what happens in a bullying situation. The sec-
ond section of the children's video shows a
successful child-against-child role-play where
the child under threat of bullying is able to
develop a strategy to counter bullying. The
third section is the stranger-against-child role-
play which shows the problem of children being
confronted by a stranger. The fourth section is
the successful chi ld-against-stranger role-play,
again showing the children how to handle that
situation. It then deals with sexual assault-the
adult-against-child sex play with the child not
knowing what to do. The last section deals with
the successful child-against-known-adult role-
play, which again shows the children how to
escape from that situation.

It is a very good programme and it will be
most successful in the schools. It is this type of
programme which can be used in schools in
their health education programmes, and it will
equip children with the ability to protect them-
selves.

I refer now to a few events which have taken
place in Mandurah recently. I noticed that the
member for Murdoch, the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, attended the opening of the
new bridge; and I am sure he will agree that it is
a tremendous asset to Mandurah and one
which has been long overdue.

Mr Blaikie: It is a very important project for
the south-west.

Mr READ: Exactly, and [ give credit for the
work which was done by the Opposition when
it was in Government.

Mr Blaikie: It should have been a four-lane
highway instead of a two-lane highway. It was
short-sighted.

Mr READ: Perhaps the people who plan
these things are a little closer to the situation
than is the member for Vasse, but I know that
in the future the bridge will be duplicated.

The extensions to the Mandurah Aquatic
Centre have recently been opened. In the last
couple of years the Government has allocated
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$400 000 to that project. I pay tribute to the
work done by John Guilfoyle, who is a
Mandurah resident. John was the shire presi-
dent, but he resigned and was later defeated in
the council elections. To his credit, being the
community-minded person he is, that has not
deterred him from continuing to work for the
community. John's work to get the Mandurah
Aquatic Centre into operation is well
recognised, and he deserves public credit for
his efforts.

Mr Thompson: It was his basic political
training which helped him.

Mr READ: Perhaps the member for
Kalamunda will explain what he means.

Mr Thompson: He was the State President of
the Young Liberal Movement.

Mr READ: Let us recognise that he showed
some discretion by changing his political
colours.

Recently a women's refuge was opened in
Mandurah. It was initiated by a committee in
Mandurah, and it is staffed by volunteers. It is
the committee's sincere hope that the refuge
wilt receive funding in the near future for the
building of a new women's refuge.

That committee has been working since 1978
to establish a women's refuge. The refuge
which has recently been opened is a rented
house and is named in honour of a past woman
president of the Mandurah Shire Council, Pat
Thomas. The people who have worked so hard
with that committee also deserve public com-
mendation.

There have been many developments in
Mandurah. We have seen the opening of the
John Holland canals. The Silver Sands time-
share development will be officially opened
shortly by the Minister for Tourism. We have
also had the opening of Lakeside Mandurah.

Mr Blaikie: That canal development is
shaping up very well.

Mr READ: I am glad that the member for
Vasse has given it his approval. I am sure that
that will sell many more lots for the developers.

Mr Blaikie: John Holland also proposes a
canal development for Busselton. Would you
recommend the company as being a reputable
one?

Mr READ: I think so. There were some prob-
lems with underground water and so on, but I
think they have been solved.

The Parry's canal development is a bit slow
in proceeding, but it is starting to get under
way now. We are hopeful that it will be up and
going in the near future.

Mr Laurance: Do you personally support ca-
nal developments?

Mr READ: It depends on the type of canal
development.

Mr Blaikie: Do you support the John Hol-
land canal development?

Mr READ: I have to now; it is already in
place.

Mr Blaikie: But do you support it?
Mr READ: Yes. Now that I have seen the

development, I think that it is basically quite
acceptable. The problems that occurred with
the underground water were unfortunate. With
a little bit of management, those problems
could have been avoided.

I would like also to mention the dual
carriageway to Pinjarra, which I was about to
do before the member for Vasse interrupted
me. It will be a great asset and will aid in the
control of traffic on the road between
Mandurah and Pinjarra. The carriageway is
completed as far as the Barraghup bridge. The
second stage of the bridge will be built and the
road will then be extended in stages to Pinjarra.
It should take approximately four years to com-
plete that project.

Anyone who has been through Mandurah in
the last couple of weeks will have noticed that
the foreshore has been paved. This initiative
has been undertaken by the Mandurah Shire
with America's Cup funding. The shire is to be
congratulated for what it is doing to the fore-
shore to make it more attractive for those day-
trippers and tourists who come into the town.

There is a proposal to build a bridge from the
foreshore to the Peninsula Hotel. That would
restore what was once one of the tourist attrac-
tions of Mandurah. No doubt many people
who went to Mandurah many years ago will
recall the old bridge-somewhat shaky though
it was-which used to go from the foreshore to
the Peninsula Hotel.

Mr Laurance: What have you done with the
Beam buses?

Mr READ: That was before my time.
Discussion is taking place between the

WADC and the shire in regard to development
of the Mandurah marina. That is proceeding
very nicely at present and when it eventuates it
will be an added attraction for Mandurah. The
Mandurah Yacht Club is very active and build-
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ing of its premises is getting under way. The
Mandurah Football and Sportsmen's Club has
opened its extensions. In addition, the casualty
section in the Mandurab Health Centre has
also been opened. These things have all
happened in Mandurah in the last 18 months
or so. Anyone staying in Mandurab for any
length of time gets the feeling that things are
happening there.

Mr Blaikie: I think you have even stopped
erosion.

Mr READ: The member for Vasse will say
next that I have been walking on water.

Mr Blaikie: No, you have not yet walked out
deep enough.

Mr Crane: How was the Silver Sands time-
share development?

Mr READ: If the member for Moore has an
investment in that development, he has a very
good one.

Mr Crane: I have.
Mr READ: I know that the member for

Moore has such an investment.
Mr Crane: All I did was buy it. I wonder

when I will have the chance to look at it.
Mr READ: The member for Moore is to be

congratulated because he is one of the few
people in this place who has shown the sense to
invest in Mandurah. Any investment in
Mandurah is a sure thing.

Mr Crane: I asked you about it because I
genuinely want to know about it.

Mr READ: It is an excellent development.
The Minister for Tourism and I were there last
Friday. We were shown over the development
and I can say that it will be a great asset to
Mandurah.

Mr Crane: When will it be opened?
Mr READ: I think it will be opened within

the next couple of weeks. Perhaps by way of
interjection the Minister for Tourism could tell
us when she is going to open it.

Mrs Beggs: On I1I December.
Mr READ: The member for Moore should

feel free to see his investment being opened.
Recently the Minister for Agriculture visited

Mandurah. One of our local doctors is running
a carrot farm. He has initiated a business which
turns over approximately $9 000 a month in
exports. He gets a wide range of requests from
South-East Asia. He has many contacts in
South-East Asia and these people contact him
when they are after goods. At one stage he was
even asked to supply 5 000 vegetable peelers.

I believe that Mandurah is probably the most
progressive centre in this State. I am not going
to claim that all the benefit is due to this
Government, but a lot of it is. However, it is
also due to the attitude of the people of
Mandurah.

Mr Bertram: And their local member.
Mr READ: Modesty prevents me from agree-

ing with that interjection. The people of
Mandurah are prepared to take a chance and to
have a go at development in the town. Outside
investors also recognise the potential of
Mandurah and realise that it is well worth sup-
porting.

Mr Williams: I had a steak in Mandurah a
couple of weeks ago and it was lousy.

Mr READ: Where?
Mr Williams: In the pub on the corner.
Mr READ: I will ensure that the member for

Clontarf's complaint is put to the publican.
Mr Court: The WADC was going to have a

canal development at the entrance. Is that still
proposed?

Mr READ: That was the starting point for
discussion. The WADC came up with a pro-
posal-

Mr Court: That was the shock treatment, was
it?

Mr READ: No. The WADC came to the
shire with the proposal. That was the starting
point for talk about how the marina would be
developed. I think that is a most sensible way
of proceeding. The shire makes the decision
eventually on how the development should
proceed, and it is the body most representative
of the people of Mandurah.

Mr Court: They were going to fill half of it in.
Mr READ: No, the proposal was put forward

and their view was sought, but the shire said,
"No thanks."

Mr Court: Does the shire own the caravan
park?

Mr READ: The Government owns the cara-
van park, but I believe it is on a reserve which
is leased to the shire The lease still has
approximately six years to run, and the shire
has control of the caravan park.

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington)
[9.31 p.m.]: I give a bouquet to the Govern-
ment for the recent opening of the Bunbury
Institute of Advanced Education. This college
will certainly be a great asset for years to come
in that region; the students will be able to re-
main with their families who will save a great
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deal of money because the students will not
need to be boarded in Perth, and there will be
less disruption to their family life. Also, there
will be the advantages of a group of people,
namely, lecturers and academics, living in the
region and contributing in no small way to
Bunbury and the south-west region. Therefore,
it is a great credit to this Government that it
has provided the facility in that area.

Also to the Government's credit, I was
pleased to see that the Waroona Primary
School will be constructed in the year 1988. 1
want to put the record straight with regard to
comments made by the Minister for Education
in the past which may have been
misinterpreted; I have always been dedicated
to the task of getting this new primary school at
Waroona. I have worked very hard in this di-
rection. Soon after the upper House member,
Hon. Beryl Jones, was elected, I asked her to
look at the existing primary school and to put
pressure on the Government to take some ac-
tion. I was not trying to be political; I was
trying to get a new school for the benefit of the
community. The existing school is certainly ar-
chaic and needs knocking down.

I hope it does not go the same way as the
Australind High School, which was promised
for the beginning of next year. Unfortunately it
will be held up until May 1987, which means
that the high school children of Australind
must bus to Bunbury for the first six months or
so of next year. That will be a further cost to
the parents who will have to pay the bus fares.
No doubt the children will be in temporary
accommodation, which will obviously disrupt
them to some extent.

I do not blame the Education Department. A
great deal of the delay was caused by the
Government's procrastination. A hold was put
on the project, and tenders have only recently
been let for the construction of the school to go
ahead. This should have been done earlier so
that the school was completed in time for the
beginning of the school year. It is a disappoint-
ment. However, on the positive side, the school
will eventually be built and the students will
have that benefit by the end of next year.

Mr Pearce: I do not know why you are
complaining. You have three new schools in
your electorate, and many areas have none.

Mr BRADSHAW: They are long overdue,
and it should be remembered that two of these
schools were for the benefit of Bunbury-

Mr Pearce: You have Clifton Park,
Australind High School, and the new primary
school at Waroona. You should not be
complaining; you should just say, "Thank you
very much", and move on.

Mr BRADSHAW: I did say thank you.
I also take up with the Minister the question

of his interference in the matter of school com-
puters. A pre-election promise was made that
so many computers would be provided to
schools based on the number of students. Many
schools were caught out. I refer for example to
North Pinjarra, or the Carcoola Primary
School. In December 1985 they received a let-
ter advising that if they sent a cheque for $800
they would be provided with a certain com-
puter, together with software, a monitor, and
whatever else was needed. Time passed and the
school did not receive the Computer, or a letter,
or the return of their cheque. The members of
the P & C association were anxious because
time was passing and they expected at least to
have received a letter or some explanation.
They tried to find out from the Education De-
partment what was going on, but they were not
successful. Eventually they approached me and
I approached the Minister, who told me that
for certain reasons a hold had been put on the
programme and the department was still trying
to make up its mind.

It is a pity that a year has passed and these
schools have not had the benefit of the com-
puters. The school at Harvey had not sent a
cheque to the Education Department, but it
was in the process of buying a computer. The
Government made that pre-election promise
and not only has it failed to live up to
expectations but also it has mucked up the
plans of some schools which were in the pro-
cess of buying computer *s.

Mr Pearce: They will all get these things, and
we would rather they waited than go out and
buy a computer on their own behalf. They will
get three for free.

Mr BRADSHAW: Twelve months have now
gone by and the students have not had the use
of a computer even though the cheque for $800
was sent. Those students have missed out dur-
ing this year.

I cannot let pass some of the comments made
yesterday by the member for Canning and the
member for Joondalup. I did not take great
exception to the comments made by the mem-
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her for Joondalup when she was talking about
the health system and the Wanneroo Hospital.
I have no axe to grind with regard to that hospi-
tal; I have not yet visited it but I will take up
the offer made by the member for Joondalup
and visit it some time in the future.

I did not agree with most of the Comments
made by the member for Canning on the sub-
ject of Medicare and the health system in West-
ern Australia. Many of the Labor members
have restricted or tunnel vision, or they follow
the gumus of the party without proper consider-
ation of the effects of Medicare on our health
system in Australia. It is very well and good for
the member for Joondalup to say there is
nothing wrong with the Wanneron Hospital,
and I basically agree with her at this stage.
However, we must also consider the long-term
effects of Medicare on hospitals such as the
Wanneroo Hospital.

A number of areas of concern have arisen in
the last two or three years as a result of the
introduction of Medicare. Dramatic changes
have occurred in three areas: Firstly, the cost
has blown-out considerably; secondly, patients
receive less service than they did pre-Medicare;
thirdly, waiting lists at teaching hospitals have
increased dramatically. Sure, new technology
and expertise and an ageing populati on have
contributed to the number of people waiting
for treatment. However, that certainly has not
occurred in the short time that these changes
have taken place.

It is a pity this has occurred and that the
Labor Government does not seem to realise
that a lot of it is due to the effects of Medicare.
We had a great system pre-Medicare. I do not
know of anyone denied service under that
health system; the elderly, the unemployed, and
low-income earners were covered. Basically we
had no waiting lists and relatively low costs for
health care in Australia.

A couple of articles appeared in two editions
of The Bulletin this year. This is not Liberal
Party mumbo-jumbo or doctors' ideology;
these are balanced views presented in The Bull-
etin. One appeared on 29 July 1986 under the
heading "The high cost of a healthy Australia"
and reads-

Federal health spending has doubled in
the four years since the last Fraser budget,
jumping from $3.4 billion in 1982-83 to an
estimated $6.8 billion in 1985-86. Last
financial year's actual figure will turn out
to be higher, because of cost overruns.

(1411

The overrun was in the vicinity of $400 million
last year. The figure went from $3.4 million to
about $7:2 million..That, of course, does not
include the fact that many people have private
health insurance. That is another cost on the
people. It does not include the cost in State
Budgets which have been increasing by 15 per
cent for the last two or three years.

Another quote from the same article reads-
The waiting list for the public hospitals

around the country is about 100 000-
while private hospitals have empty beds.

That is very interesting, because under
Medicare many people are now directed
towards public hospitals. One of the ways to
overcome our waiting lists for public hospitals
would be, where practical, to try to redirect
people on private health insurance into private
hospitals. Quite a few people with private
health insurance go into public hospitals. Con-
sidering the number of empty beds in private
hospitals, where practical-and I say that be-
cause many services available at public and
teaching hospitals can be carried out only in
those hospitals in Western Australia or in the
Eastern States-certain procedures should be
done at private hospitals. I hope that doctors
can be convinced to direct some privately-in-
sured patients back into the private hospitals.

The article continues-
When Health Minister Dr Neal Blewett

introduced Medicare in 1983 he said that
careful costing showed the Government's
determination to provide social benefits in
an economically responsible manner. The
scheme would be brought in at a cost of a
mere $2 million above the existing level of
commonwealth expenditure on health.

Medicare's cost would be $1642 million,
of which the one percent levy would raise
$880 million, the saving on the rebate of
taxation because the tax deductibility of
health insurance would cease would be
another $680 million, and another $80
million would be saved by reducing the
commonwealth commitment to the
reinsurance pool subsidising treatment in
private hospitals.

But the numbers have not worked out
like that. Over the past four years
Medicare-equivalent costs per person have~
more than doubled. In 1982-83 the
Medicare-type health cover costs (not in-
cluding other Health Department
administration costs) amounted to $131 a
head. In 1983-84 the annualised figure
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based on the first five months of Medicare
came to $227 a head. Last financial year,
the cost was $295 a person.

That was analysed, and it worked out to be
dearer because there was an overrun in the
health area.

The Federal Minister for Health initially said
it would cost an extra $2 million to bring in this
fantastic medicare system, a nationalised
health system. It did not cost an additional $2
million; it added $4 billion to the health
Budget. There is a vast difference between $2
million and $4 billion.

In regard to reduced services, one could pre-
viously have a checkup and recover the cost as
a benefit. This has now been removed. Some
forms of cosmetic surgery also have been re-
moved from the benefits list. It is all very well
to say that cosmetic surgery sounds as if one
wants to fancy oneself up, but there are people
with problems they find hard to live with and
they need cosmetic surgery to make them more
presentable to the public.

On the subject of waiting lists, the member
for Canning said that a doctor had tried to
persuade a woman to take out private health
insurance so that she could have her cataracts
removed. Three years ago there was a very
short waiting list, but that has now increased to
four years. At 60 or 70 years of age one does
not want to wait four years to have cataracts
removed. In that specific case the doctor was
probably justified in trying to persuade the
woman to take out private health insurance so
that she could have her cataracts removed
earlier.

I would like to take up the point made by the
member for Canning that doctors were trying
to persuade people to take out private health
insurance. One or two may have an ideological
hangup about the system, but I do not believe
that doctors are irresponsible. They know that
many people have hardships financially, and a
burden such as private health insurance is an
impost.

People ring me up from time to ti me
pointing out how they have dropped out of
private health insurance because they were told
how good Medicare was, and they are now in a
position where they need an operation of some
description. Often they are rung up the day
before they are due to turn up in hospital, only
to be told, "Do not come tomorrow because
there will not be a bed available for you."

The member for Canning mentioned a 40-
year old person who needed some heart sur-
gery. I assume this is the same person who
contacted me. He was telephoned the day be-
fore he was due to go into hospital. Heart sur-
gery is a fairly major operation, and one builds
oneself up to prepare to go into hospital. To be
telephoned the day before and told there is no
bed and not to turn up is a letdown. Not only
that, but also when one suffers from angina one
may doubt whether one will last long enough to
have the operation. Even though this man was
only 40 years of age, he was worried he would
not live to have the Operation in view of his
condition.

The member for Canning also mentioned a
doctor speaking to a person seeking a vasec-
tomy. He said this person would have to go
into hospital, and the cost would amount to
something like $600. If that is correct, it is a
poor show on the part of the doctor, because it
is a known fact that people who have
vasectomnies virtually walk in and walk out. It is
a simple operation. In fact some doctors even
do it in their surgeries. A person does not need
to spend two days in hospital, unless he has a
heart condition or something which needs
watching.

In all walks of life there will always be some
people who abuse the system. I am only taking
the member for Canning's word that this did
occur, and I do not think the instances of abuse
given by her are very good. However, in general
I do not believe that doctors go out of their way
to encourage people to take out private health
insurance unless it is absolutely necessary to
enable them to get into hospital to have an
operation. The member for Kalamunda said
yesterday that his mother finally had to be
hospitalised under the private system, with his
father paying $5 000. That would be a hard-
ship, but is certainly much better than having
his mother put up with the pain.

Under our current Medicare system, I fore-
see that in the long run we will adopt a system
developed under the British national health
scheme; that is, the rationing of services. In
another article appearing in The Bulletin on I
July 1986, the following statement was made-

Are we approaching the stage where
health care will be based not on need but
qualifications-where guidelines such as
age, sex, socio-economic status, com-
munity benefit and function will be estab-
lished to decide whether a person
undergoes costly, time-consuming and
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skilled medical and nursing treatment such
as transplants?

There is same way to go before quotas
and rationing, as in Britain, are a reality
but there is concern that hard choices may
soon have to be made.

Fortunately we are not yet at the stage where
we have rationing in Australia, but I can see
that happening not too far down the track. The
article to which I referred discusses costly
transplants, but areas other than transplants
are involved. I refer to a book entitled Policies
and Prescriptions, which indicates that a num-
ber of patients under the British National
Health Service are denied treatment each year.
The figures given are 1984 figures. Some 9 000
people are denied the use of renal dialysis ma-
chines. If one does not have dialysis when one's
kidneys fail, it means one must go home and
die. The book refers also to the fact that 10 000
to 15 000 people are denied cancer chemo-
therapy treatment in Britain each year, and be-
,tween 4 000 and 17 000 people are denied cor-
onary artery surgery, while 7000G people do not
receive the hip replacements they require.

Our health care system is going much the
same way as the British system, and it is sad to
think that because of cost blow-outs we will
have to ration services, in which case whether
or not one receives a service will depend on
one's age, sex, and o 'ther factors. Not being able
to use a dialysis machine would not be a very
pleasant way to die, as people with this prob-
lem swell up due to the poisons in the body.

Some sanity must be returned to our health
system, and we must fight for what we believe
will put us back on the right track. It is all very
well to say that the Wanneroo, Hospital is
functioning very well at this stage. But health
costs will blow out. Even the Federal Minister
for Health is trying to come up with ways of
reducing costs, and is talking about health
maintenance organisations. I do not think
those organisations would be at all successful
under a national health system, although I
could see them working under a private health
insurance system.

In hospitals such as the one at Wanneroo,
once the cost blow-obt begins new patients will
be denied places and the standard of service
will deteriorate due to equipment not being
continually updated, and so on.

One of the best ways to bring down the num-
bers on the waiting lists of public hospitals
would be to get those people covered by private
health insurance back into private hospitals.

Another area I wish to cover concerns the
Government's talk about fast-track legislation
so that people who want to start up in business
can get under way. I do not bring up this matter
to blame the Government unnecessarily, but I
know of a case where a person in Wokalup
wishes to start up a used car lot in that area. He
recently applied to the Harvey Shire Council
for a rezoning of the land and received a letter
back from the shire which indicated that that
process would take approximately nine to 12
months to complete.

If one wishes to start up a business, one does
not want to wait nine to 12 months, one wants
to get in and get started. I point this out purely
to see if there is some way of speeding up the
process. I rang the Harvey Shire Council to
find out where the fault lay, and was told that
basically it lies with the State Planning Com-
mission, which has to write to various Govern-
ment departments such as the Water Authority
of Western Australia and the Main Roads De-
partment. They all take time to respond; their
letters are sent back to the shire, which then has
to forward the information to the Minister. All
in all, it could take nine to 12 months. This is
quite abominable, when the Government has
talked about a fast-track system. The person to
whom I spoke at the Harvey Shire Council said
that everything is on the fast track now, so
things go on at the same pace as before. I hope
the Minister for Planning can come up with a
way to speed up this process.

I wish to comment on a Press release I made
recently regarding the cost of meals in hospi-
tals. The Government reacted fairly strangely
to my Press release.

Mr Taylor: At least you had the courage to
admit you were wrong.

Mr BRADSH-AW: I have not admitted I was
wrong.

Mr Taylor: I apologise; I was wrong! I
thought you said in the Daily News that you
were wrong.

Mr BRADSHAW: I did not think I had. Get-
ting back to the costs, I initially received the
figures from the Government and the Minister
then said those figures were not really correct,
for certain reasons. If there is a proper account-
ing system, surely someone could come up with~
a base price on which to calculate these costs.
Obviously the accounting methods vary from
hospital to hospital. That is certainly not the
way it should be, and it makes one wonder
whether any of the other accounting figures in
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the annual reports are correct, or accounted in
a uniform manner.

I certainly did not raise this matter to pick on
the hospitals, but because there was a huge dis-
crepancy in the cost-ranging from $5 to $12
per day-of providing patients with meals in
hospitals. I also compared the figures with the
South Australian hospital meal prices. That
State's hospitals came out with basically a uni-
form price of $6 per day. I tried to have the
Government investigate this matter and have
the hospitals compare the various ways of pro-
viding meals so that they can be provided at
the lowest possible price, while remaining at a
reasonable quality. However, the Government
reacted quite Strangely to my Press release.

When I visited a hospital in June, at around
the same time that I asked the questions, it was
interesting to find that the Health Department
had started an inquiry through the hospitals to
find out whether there was a variation in meal
prices. I do not know whether this was at the
instigation of the Minister or the Health De-
partment; however, the Minister acted as
though he knew about it at the time. Obviously
he did not know at the time and needed to get
some clarification from the hospitals to find
out why there was a variation.

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [10.01 p.m.]: I
wish to run through the history of Western
Australia because a few members may need
reminding. Western Australia was founded in
1829, reached self-government in 1891, and
entered Federation in 1901. In 1880 the State
had less than 30 000 people. At that time South
Australia had 10 times the number of people,
despite the fact that Western Australia was
settled seven years earlier.

Western Australia had a slow start. Why?
Some historians say it was lack of labour, some
say it was inadequate markets, while others say
there were expensive transport costs-that was
certainly an issue because it was cheaper to buy
grain from South Australia than buy it from
Northam-and the fact that we had no popu-
lation. Those reasons are all smokescreens, be-
cause the real reason is that people were trying
to farm poor land with false hopes; there was
indifferent planning; and the major reason for
the lack of development in Western Australia
was the lack of profits to attract investors.

Western Australia has always ignored the
businessmen. Its history books record
Governors, officials, explorers, politicians,
churchmen, agriculturalists, pastoralists, con-
victs, Aborigines, settlers' wives, but no

businessmen. In those days commerce was
something that society did not accept. Little
has changed today. The small businessman of
Western Australia is the person who sells the
bad car, or the food and clothes that are too
expensive. In short, in the public eye,
busi nessmen are people who rip you off.

In 1846 Western Australia had a population
of 4 000 people. At that time letters were sent
home to England about the hardship, the in-
ability to make money, and the battle to sur-
vive, which burst the economic bubble and
started a recession. The same thing is
happening today.

Yesterday we saw Alan Bond speaking of an
Australian dollar worth 10c to the US dollar if
certain things did not happen. He spoke about
work practices, union elections, secret ballots,
40-hour weeks, a lack of desire to work, and a
25c in the dollar level tax system.

Dr Gallop: There was a difference in 1844.
The Masters and Servants Act applied to indus-
trial relations at that time. You can't blame the
unions for the bubble bursting.

Mr TRENORDEN: When did I blame the
unions for the bubble bursting? The fact is that
most of the blame has to be put on our illustri-
ous Governor at that time. One of the things he
did was over-sell our State and increase the
expectations of profits which did not occur.
That is why the bubble burst.

The investment bubble may burst again. His-
tory may repeat itself if we do not have a good
hard took at ourselves. Western Australia has a
history of bad management and of knocking
business. What we did not have in those days
was a history of people who did not want to
work. There is a section of our population who
fall into that area. They are people who believe
the system owes them a living and that false
claims for workers' compensation are quite
okay. It is time to learn from history. Despite
our growth in this century, we are still insignifi-
cant in the world's eyes. The world does not
owe us a living. The system we have is not
working. Governments are over spending, and
we are living beyond our means. They are using
propaganda to keep themselves in power, sup-
porting selfish unions, and pursuing unjusti-
fiable objectives. The Government must set the
example.

Business is bound by many types of onerous
laws while the unions are free to do as they
please. There are no penalties for unions pursu-
ing claims in defiance of the arbitration system.
If any company goes outside those rules and
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reneges on deals, the wrath of the State fails
upon them. To compound the system, no
longer can small business trust big business,
which used to be the champion of the system.
Many of the big businesses are hand in hand
with Government, while the other hand is in
the public till. BHP is an example of that. In
May this year, red tape cost $80 billion to busi-
ness. What greater disincentive can business
have?

I refer to an article in The Australian of 26
May by Graeme Cole, where he quoted a few
facts and figures. The gentleman referred to in
the article is a John Cameron who employed 19
people. I-e was a small businessman who
operated a factory in New South Wales, and he
listed the things that affected him. The list of
red tape includes factory registration, business
name registration, business name changes, col-
lection of payroll tax, compliance with anti-
pollution laws, filling in dozens of associated
forms, dozens of Government department
questionnaires about the size and state of his
operation, local government laws and by-laws
ranging from the number of trees in the front of
his factory to building alignments, issuing and
administration of tax certificates for em-
ployees, and a myriad of forms relating to con-
sumer legislation and product sales. Mr
Cameron said that when he began his business
some 20 years ago, he could go from one year
to the next without hearing from the Govern-
ment, and the only form he had to fill in was
his taxation return. 1 can assure members that
things have changed a lot in those 20 years.

Since May, what has the Federal Govern-
ment done to reduce red tape? It has brought in
a fringe benefits tax. That should substantially
reduce red tape! I would be surprised if it does
not double it. The report I have just spoken of
was issued by the Federal Government busi-
ness regulation review unit which was comn-
missioned by the Federal Government, paid by
the taxpayer, and thus totally ignored. I refer to
the cost of employment. That also has been
ignored. The real cost of employment is some-
where between 40 and 70 per cent higher than
the wages cost.

The items that small business has to face
include payroll tax, fringe benefits tax, workers'
compensation, superannuation and other in-
surances, penalty rates, travel allowances, site
allowances, other special work allowances, uni-
forms, training, redundancy provisions, hol-
iday pay, long service leave, holiday loadings,
sick leave, compassionate leave, relief staff,
staff turnover, staff advertising, staff use of

telephones, down-time on productivity losses,
rest room facilities, and staff amenities. That is
a substantial list which is a burden on any
small business. When the Government talks
about wages costs, it should think of the other
associated wages costs which also jump out of
all proportion.

Governments over the years have developed
a mental block to small business. In Western
Australia small business accounts for 97 per
cent of businesses registered and employs 40
per cent of the State's employees. Research has
shown that 50 per cent of small businesses will
fail in their first three years and 80 per cent will
fail in their first five years. These are frighten-
ing statistics.

Mr Neil Cocks of Griffith University in
Queensland, in an article in The West
Australian of 11 November 1986, summed this
up as follows-

. one of the main reasons for the fail-
ure of small businesses was their depen-
dence on long-term capital with short-term
loans.

"If they manage to pay the debts off the
loan they lose working capital," he said.

That is one of the main problems for small
business.

I quickly identified three problem areas-a
lack of long-term finance for small business,
the actions of selfish, out-of-control unions,
and the devastating effect of red tape. To high-
light the problems business has with Govern-
ment, I quote Sir Bruce Watson of MIM Hold-
ings Pty Ltd, who said that management would
have to spend more time communicating with
Government and the community. In an ankile
of 7 November 1986 in The West Australian he
is quoted as follows-

Governments were acting as though the
mining industr's profits were too high, its
wages competitive, the government "take"
at an acceptably low level, and as though
taxing cost enhanced the industry's
competitiveness.

Members all know that this is not the case, but
if one looks objectively at what the Govern-
ment is doing to the mining industry, I am sure
one would come to that conclusion. Inciden-
tally, the article was written by Ross Louthean,
a very competent journalist. The article con-
tinues as follows-

"Government interference inevitably
leads to distortion.
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The article later continues-
Sir Bruce said that between 1970-85 the

Federal public service grew by 31.8 per
cent, while State and local government
expanded by 46.6 per cent.

Since 1970-71 the percentage of grass
domestic product absorbed by govern-
ments increased from 31.5 per cent to an
"alarming" 42 per cent in 1984-85.

"Is it any wonder that so little revenue is
being injected into the private sector-
there isn't much left to inject." he said.

He went on as follows-
For almost 100 years about 80 per cent

of Australia's export earnings had come
from the mining and rural industries, he
said. Mining accounted for half of the
country's $32 billion export earnings in
1985-86, and Sir Bruce believed the
nation's reliance on rural and mining in-
dustries would continue for many years.

Later in the article he went on as follows-
"For some time, industry has been tell-

ing Australian governments that the
country has been spending the nation's
wealth faster than the productive centre
can create it," he said.

"As a country we appear to have decided
the standard of living we wanted, and then
expected our industries to pay for it."

Later he went on to list what he thought the
problems to be, and they included-

Centralised wage fixing which increased
labour costs and labour on-costs by auto-
matic cost of living adjustments.

High corporate taxation.
High government service charges.
High interest rates.
High government expenditures and

borrowings.
These, and other factors, had resulted in

high inflation (three times the OECD aver-
age), a weak Australian dollar, low profits
and some losses within the main export
industries, and a lack of investment.

That is a substantial rundown of the real prob-
lems that business is facing in this country. We
have to take this as a message which must be
heard by the 57 members who sit in this
Chamber. It has not been heard yet and it is
about time we woke up to ourselves and like
England during the second World War we
should all work together, in some areas at least,
to make sure that this country can return to

some sont of genuine productivity levels. We
should certainly give small business room to
breathe.

We are told that 1 December will see some
tax reductions introduced. The Weekend
Australian of 8 November ran an article
headed, 'Tax reform ... what tax reform?".
This article was written by Robert Hadler and
it reads as follows-

A multi-million-dollar advertising cam-
paign to explain the benefits of the tax
reform package to Australians has started
by focusing on the "baddies"-the fringe
benefits tax-and the "goodies"-the in-
come tax cuts.

The war of words between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition about tax reform
cannot hide the fact that the tax burden on
Australians will be higher despite the tax
cuts.

The first law of all taxmen is: "Shear the
sheep, but don't skin them."

However, after the tax reform exercise
and the advertising campaign, Australians
may well be forgiven for thinking they
have been skinned.

Despite the $9-a-week tax cut for the
average Australian that will follow the tax
rate changes on December 1 1986 and
July 1 1987, the tax rates for a single per-
son will still be higher than when the
Hawke Government was elected.

I will now cite some figures which I think are
important-

The average tax rate and marginal tax
rates in March 1983 were 22.9 per cent
and 30 per cent, in June 1986, 25.9 per
cent and 46 per cent, and in July 1987,
24.5 per cent and 40 per cent.

The situation is similar for a family with
a dependent spouse and two dependent
children (receiving the dependent spouse
rebate). March 1983, 17.5 per cent
(average rate) and 30 per cent (marginal
rate), June 1986, 21.6 per cent and 46 per
cent, and in July 1987, 20.5 per cent and
40 per cent.

Members will see from this that the tax rate has
increased. I quote further from the article-

Although Mr Keating acknowledges the
average lax rate fell to 20.9 per cent in the
final year of the Fraser government, he
claims the tax caused the $9.6 billion blow-
out in the Budget deficit in 1983.
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While it is unrealistic to blame the 1982
tax cuts for the subsequent blow-out in the
Budget deficit, Mr Keating is yet to con-
front the financing task of his own tax
cuts-worth about $4.5 billion.

Some of that will be financed by the fringe
benefits tax. The Government does not seem to
know how much, but the FBT will obviously
bring in revenue. Another wonderful thing
which happens to the poor taxpayers is fiscal
drag, which will also bring in revenue. I quote
Mr Hadler's article again as follows-

While fiscal drag is good for government
revenue, it is bad for demand, output and
activity-a higher tax burden drags down
post-tax incomes.

That is a commonsense statement.

What else is going to happen which has
happened up to now? Taxation on crude oil
and petroleum products is expected to raise
nearly $7 billion. Where is that money coming
from? The taxation of fuel will affect country
people more than metropolitan dwellers be-
cause 43 per cent of the revenue is raised in the
country and only 25 per cent of the population
lives in the country. What is the State Govern-
ment going to do about it? It is going to spend
$44.5 million on Transperth and associated ex-
penses. Has that anything to do with country
people? No. Some $42.5 million will go to the
Main Roads Department for roads, and all of
that money will be spent on country road
funding to even out the Budget for country
people! I expect the Minister to agree to that.
Where is the famous catchcry of a "a fair
deal"? There is no fair deal for country people
in fuel excise. It is the pits for country people.

The demand from the electorate for expendi-
ture is ever-increasing; and as a result of the
Federal one-vote-one-value policy, more and
more tax is being required from the producers
of income. The Government increases the cycle
by pandering to those of the welfare culture
who believe that life was meant to be easy and
that Labor Governments are obligated to make
it so. By remaining big, the Government will be
able to be attractive to the Governiment-em-
ployee vote, thus perpetuating big government.

Combine this with the blatant support of
selfish unions and the result will be more BERI
reports. Many of us would have forgotten about
the BERI report so I will remind members by
quoting from The Australian of Wednesday, 23
July 1986. The article is headed "Survey says

Australian workforce 'difficult' " and I will
quote several passages directly-

Australia is~ ranked equal with the
United Kingdom in the very
"troublesome" category of a survey of
world labour markets released yesterday.

The report, by the Business Environ-
mental Risk Information group (BERI),
places Australia in the second-lowest group
in its rating of labour productivity of
workers in key countries.

The other nations in that class were all
Third World countries.

Banana republics, in other words. To con-
tinue-

"The worst problem was relative pro-
ductivity which was at the bottom of our
scale," she said.

"Worker attitude, which includes every-
thing from days lost from disputes to ab-
senteeism, was also extremely low."

Overall, the survey found that
heightened competition and increased
labour costs were motivating a growing
number of companies to move their manu-
facturing and assembly operations over-
seas to take advantage of lower costs.

That was in July. How many times have we
heard this statement made since then?

Mr Blaikie: Alan Bond made a statement like
that only recently.

Mr TRENORDEN: Ralph Sarich is another
one. The list goes on. I have a few more stat-
istics. Australia has fallen from having the
world's highest standard of living down to No.
21 in 50 years. To use the words of Mr
Dawkins of Federal Government fame, we
have gone from being No. 8 to being No. 23 in
the list of trading nations. There are 5.5 million
Australians taking Government subsidies and 4
million Australians striving in the private sec-
tor to earn the money to support them.

Mr Brian Burke: Whose fault is that?
Mr TRENORDEN: It is the fault of many

Governments over a period of 50 years. I am
not placing the blame directly on the State
Government. I am saying it is time we
addressed this issue and started to turn it
around. Nevertheless the fact that a great many
of these problems are not the fault of this
Government does not excuse it for turning a
blind eye to the problem now. ALP members
are in power now, both here and in the Federal
scene. They have the opportunity to make
changes in 1986.
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No fiddling of the taxation system will
change the course of this nation, What we need
is strong leadership and the will to succeed.

Dr Gallop: Which country in the world has
produced that leadership?

Mr TRENORDEN: The.United States and
Great Britain.

Mr Troy: What is the US def icit?
Mr TRENORDEN: Proportionally it is

about the same as ours.
Subsidising businesses and people is not the

answer. History shows that subsidies only cause
surpluses. By subsidising agriculture in Europe
and America, over production has occurred.

By subsidising unemployment in Australia
we have encouraged more. We have the appal-
ling statistic of 116 people claiming unemploy-
ment benefits for every 100 people on the un-
employed roll. That is 16 per cent of hidden
people claiming against the system. That is ab-
solutely disgraceful.

By subsidising unmarried mothers we now
have more of them. By subsidising unions they
are now in control of our country. By
subsidising Government departments with
thousands of jobs we pander to people whose
job it is to seek further subsidies for the private
sector.

Forty per cent of our gross domestic product
is lost to the Government as more and more
taxes are required to fill this take of all takes.

The sad result of all this is that we have Miss
Maud and Osborne Metal Industries going into
receivership. In my electorate I have seen two
businesses go into receivership this last week.
We are told more will go.

Mr Thomas: Have you had a look at the Miss
Maud receivership?

Mr TRENORDEN: I know the circum-
stances.

Mr Thomas: It was the result of a bad invest-
ment decision by them.

Mr TRENORDEN: Has the member ever
been in business? With 20:20 hindsight it is
easy to say they made a bad decision at the
time. How would the member have gone?

Mr Thomas: They admitted they over-
capital ised.

Mr TRENORDEN: She said that the interest
rates had sunk her and admitted that she might
have made a poor business deal. But can the
member say that in the same circumstances at
the time he would not have made the same
decision?

Mr Thomas: I don't know.

Mr TRENORDEN: That is the point.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members
are becoming a little bit too noisy and I do not
think we want that. We have interjections
firing across the Chamber and we have a lesson
from the front benches on macroeconomics. I
think we might listen to the member for Avon
for 19 minutes or maybe even less.

Mr TRENORDEN: Let us hear what a few
business people have had to say recently, and I
will quote from the Sunday Times of 16
November from an article headed "Miss Maud
crash 'tip of the iceberg' ", where Dr Paul Moy
of the Confederation of Western Australian In-
dustry says it was because of high interest rates.
I quote as follows-

Mr Maurice Levi, insolvency partner of
accountants Coopers and Lybrand, be-
lieves the main reason for instability is
profit margins have been eroded over the
past few years.

All of the people mentioned in the article make
the point that this is the tip of the iceberg and
that much more is coming. This is what we
should be concerned about.

Some time back the Minister for Small Busi-
ness met with industry leaders in this State to
help formulate a policy on small business hard-
ship. What happened to the report? It has been
totally ignored. The Minister's attitude to small
business is a disgrace. Small businesses require
from Government a lead that will start taking
the monkey off their backs now so they can
face the future with confidence. They do not
require more laws which add more red tape to
their lives. They do not require more increases
in Government charges. Why is this Govern-
ment so silent on the matter? Is it because of a
lack of interest or is it because it does not
understand the situation? Unless one reads the
telephone book one would not know there was
a Minister for Small Business.

The message is that those who claim their
standard of living from this Government and
the Federal Government are demanding from
those who are producing the wealth that they
should pay. They are in for a shock, because the
bucket of free enterprise is not bottomless. Un-
less demands for a subsidised standard of living
reduce, the bucket will empty and we will al
suffer.
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Mr Brian Burke: Do you agree with the com-
ment of the PGA that there should be re-
duction in staffing levels across Government
but not in the Department of Agriculture?

Mr TRENORDEN: I do not agree with that.
I recognise the fact that in this Budget attempts
have been made to address the problem we
have with the public sector. Nevertheless over
the last three years the Government only
trimmed back the edges of the problem.

Mr Brian Burke: You are always very long on
criticism but very short on solutions or credit.

Mr TRENORDEN: If the Treasurer waits a
few moments I will give him the solutions.

Comments over the last few months by dis-
tinguished business leaders have gone largely
unnoticed except for some sections of the
Labor Party screaming foul play about some
deals of right-wing extremism. The message i s
clear: The Government does not want to listen
to them.

What has happened to the 17.5 per cent
annual leave loading? That has vanished now
that the Budget is through; it has died a quick
death. The social experiment is a failure.
Socialism has been proved to be inefficient in
Europe. The individual has been lost; the Fed-
eral Labor Party wants to number everybody.
We need to promote and encourage the indi-
vidual and return to a few of the old values. I
will give the Government a few changes that
are required. I agree that many of these have
nothing to do with the State Government, but
it is what small business needs and what it
wants the Government to hear.

The income tax system needs to be totally
scrapped for a new single level system. We need
a substantial change in the social security
system. Working for the dole is essential. Red
tape must be substantially attacked, not
trimmed, so that small business and bigger
businesses can get on with what they do well.
There is a lack of long-term finance and a prob-
lem in regard to Government service costs.
Selfish unions are running free and out of con-
trol. Occupational unions should be scrapped
and industry unions of the Japanese style
should be encouraged. A union should be able-
to sack its leaders if the members feel they have
acted incompetently. Business can do that; why
not the unions?

Above all, leadership is required. Everybody
is looking for a hera, but it seems he is not
going to come out of the Labor movement. If
all those actions were taken the rural area could
grow, attracting business to the country. How-

ever, we have other problems which are
serious. The cost of country services is too
great. Decentralisation is really only a catch-
word. Given an option between establishment
in close rural areas and Belmont or Kewdale, a
business has a problem because of the many
Government-imposed disincentives. They are
the cost of country water, power, telephone,
and fuel, and the cost of on-line computers. I
am glad the Treasurer is listening because he
will have to address these problems in the fu-
ture.' I am not saying that his Government is
not trying to address them now, but they are
problems which need to be attacked.

Tenders are being called for a lupin
processing plant, and it will be interesting to
.see where it goes.

Mr Brian Burke: One would think we had
been in Government since federation. What
was happening during all those years when the
Court and O'Connor Governments were in
power?

Mr TRENORDEN: Exactly the same thing,
and that is why I am asking the Treasurer to
take nate of what I am saying.

Mr Brian Burke: You were a lot quieter then.
Mr TRENORDEN: I was probably in my cot

then.
Mr Brian Burke: You are not that young.
Mr TRENORDEN: I like to think Ilam.
It will be interesting to see where that lupin

processing plant goes; logic indicates that
Northam or Geraldton would be the best place
because they are close to the lupin growing
areas.

Mr Carr: There is likely to be more than one,
of course.

Mr TRENORDEN: That is great, but I hope
the measures I have spoken about do not force
that plant into the metropolitan area or the
outer metropolitan area. That is a point we all
have to take on board.

Dr Gallop: Do you think the saleyard facility
should exist only in the metropolitan area?

Mr TRENORDEN: I am about to deal with
that now.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members

are becoming a little naughty again.
Mr TRENORDEN: One of the Labor Party

promises was that a feasibility study would be
cardied out into where to site a new salcyard as
it now requires to be moved. The committee
was formed with no representation from the
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Northam area. So much for the promises! A
complex of $10 million or more will have to be
built within a decade. The Linley Valley area,
or to be more precise the Inkpien estate, will
have to be considered. The closure of Robb
Jetty abattoir is due for a number of reasons-
firstly, union work practices; secondly, high
Government subsidies; and thirdly, environ-
mental reasons. Put them together, and one has
a reasonable argument for the Linley Valley
area.

Mr Brian Burke: Are you saying you support
the closure of Robb Jetty?

Mr TRENORDEN: Yes. I am not saying my
party does, but I do.

MrT Laurance: An independent thinker!

Mr Brian Burke: It is too much for me!

Mr TRENORDEN: Unlike the Labor Party
we believe individuals should have a point of
view, and that is not going to rock the National
Party.

The proposal to locate a racecourse at
Rockingham is a great example of decentralis-
ation being ignored. Rockingham is quickly be-
coming a high-density population area. Horses,
flies, and odours do not mix.

Dr Gallop: I thought they did.

Mr TRENORDEN: Not with people. The
area of Chidlows, Gidgegannup and Wundowie
has a growing number of trainers and breeders.
The figure of $ 500 000 currently earmarked for
Rockingham could be spent on on-track train-
ing facilities in the Avon Valley which would
encourage trainers to move from the metropoli-
tan area to rural areas because the stabling,
training, and breeding of horses is a rural and
not a metropolitan pursuit. It would bring
people and small business to the Mundaring,
Moore, and Avon electorates and the Pinjarra
Race Club could stop being concerned about
having a race club on its doorstep.

The last matter to which I wish to refer is the
closure of the historic section at Avondale.
This is a tremendous educational feature in the
region. There is the Avon River, the salt lake
system, the State forest, the historic town of
York, ecology studies and extensive farm
studies. The central west advisory committee is
now studying that area, and despite what the
Minister for Agriculture said in question time
the education of metropolitan children in rural
activities is important for agriculture because
those children may learn why sheep are
mulesed and chemicals are put on crops and

seeds, and so on. That is very important edu-
cation for the future of agriculture.

Mr Grill: I accept that but in these stringent
times we should be spending the money di-
rectly on fanning.

Mr TRENORDEN: The cost to agriculture
will be substantial if uninformed metropolitan
people start chipping away at the earning block
of the State. I do not wish to get into an argu-
ment as I think the Minister and I would
probably agree over a beer. I agree he has
funding problems but this is an issue on which
we must ind a solution. Perhaps the answer
lies with private enterprise.

I would like to put on record two letters I
have received, both from the Nedlands Pri-
mary School, and I referred to these in question
time. The first is addressed to Mr Grill and
says-

We wish to express our concern at the
announcement of withdrawal of' staff-
funding for the educational and tourist fa-
cility at Avondale Research Station near
Beverley.

As teachers with first-hand experience in
taking busloads of children to Avondale we
believe it is an invaluable educational
centre which should continue its present
services.

Avondale offers a unique opportunity
for children with little or no rural experi-
ence to make that important city/country
connection which opens perceptions and
deepens understandings and appreciation
of the enormous contribution of the rural
sector to the Australian way of life. Its
greatest asset is that it is a working display
in its natural setting, accessible on a day's
outing from the metropolitan area.

Instead of withdrawing funds from this
well-established and superbly run centre,
we suggest low-cost promotion to boost
patronage. We consider it is not
sufficiently advertised at present. It would
not be such a costly exercise to promote
Avondale if there was more positive
liaison between the Agricultural Dept and
both the Education Dept and the Western
Australian Tourism Commission.

As a measure to encourage more schools
to take the day excursion to Avondale we
would be prepared to write up a coverage
Of OUr own trips, complete with details of
location and bus hire, for Education De-
partment publications.

4490



(Wednesday, 19 November 1 9861 49

We would like to see some reappraisal of
your decision to cut funding to the mu-
scum section of Avondale because we be-
lieve it too valuable as a government tour-
ist facility and education centre to neglect.
It merely needs a little constructive and
cooperative promotion to be more widely
patronised. We do not think it would serve
the State's best interest to turn Avondale
over to private enterprise. It is superbly
run as it is now-perhaps it could be
financially more viable if the child en-
trance fee was raised from 50c to $1 (it is
certainly worth it!) and there was further
promotion to communicate its worthwhile
attractions to the community at large.

This initial correspondence has been
tailored with some awareness of the vol-
ume of issues needing Your attention,' but
we enclose further observations which may
alert your closer attention. We also send
samples of children's impressions of
Avondale.

We are sending copies of this letter to
Mr Grill, Mr Pearce, Mr Trenorden and
other politicians. We will also seek support
from the media.

We are wondering too if you have con-
sidered the reaction of families who have
donated memorabilia, furniture and ma-
chinery constituting the bulk of the dis-
plays?

We are teachers who have taught for
many years and travelled widely inter-state
and overseas. We have seen many mu-
seums and education centres. In our ap-
praisal Avondale ranks very highly, and we
cannot appeal too strongly to retain this
living heritage for present and future gen-
erations.

I received another letter from Jane Bootle
entitled "A trip to Avondale Research
Station". It states-

On the 30th October 1986 we went to
Avondale in Beverley. It took two hours to
get there. When we got there we had a
snack to eat of daink. We tried to climb
trees but we slipped. Then we went to look
at the machinery. I liked the old fashioned
cars best. There was a thing to make gas
and it smelt awful. Then we had our pic-
nic. My sausages got burnt but they tasted
nice. Then we started to climb a tree. At
first I got scared about jumping down.
Colin lifted me down, but I climbed up
again and got stuck in the tree for the sec-

ond time and Pippa lifted me down. I
climbed up a few more times then I could
get down. I liked going on the tree because
it was good jumping off. Then we went to
see the Clydesdale horses. I tried the one
named Buck. There was one which was
only a riding horse. We saw a few dogs.
Their names were Aussie, Susie and Rags.
I liked Aussie best. Katrina, the girl who
looked after the horses, showed us with
Buck how Clydesdale horses cut the hay
into chaff and how they worked. It was
pretty good fun. Afterwards we were al-
lowed to feed the horses. I liked it when we
went to see the sheep being shorn and we
saw the different types. I collected a bit of
wool. Then we went for a walk past all the
things and down a lane to see an old home-
stead. There was an old loungeroom and
there was old fashion music playing. There
was a girl's room and a boy's room. There
was also a kitchen. Then we went to the
orchard. We were allowed to pick some
fruit off the ground. After that we came
back on the bus. We went on a farm tour
and saw some wild and farm animals. We
came back to the picnic area to go to the
toilet or get a drink then we went back to
school. We got back at 6.00 p.m. That was
the best excursion I've ever been to!

The central west advisory committee is con-
sidering ways of making some contribution to
retaining Avondale. I sincerely hope for the
sake of Western Australia that some reasonable
working solution can be found so that it will be
retained.

MR LEWIS (East Melville) [ 10.46 p.m.]: In
speaking in the Budget debate, I wish to raise
two matters. The first matter relates to the
acceptance of what is known as nonfeasance.
The second matter I wish to raise relates to the
future status of Fremantle Hospital. If I have
time I will direct remarks to the management
of the State Planning Commission.

It might be wise for me, first of all, to explain
nonfeasance by way of example. A constituent
of mine had drainage work put through his
property with a manhole being placed in the
back corner of his yard. Because he was in the
lowest pant of the subdivision, the manhole was
placed there for design and maintenance pur-
poses. The drainage Works were constructed
when the subdivision was not entirely devel-
oped. It was constructed on the basis of the
catchment of the storm water. These drainage
works are designed to cater for what is called a
100-year flood, and the design was carried out
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to the normal engineering specifications of the
day.

As I said, at the time of construction the
drainage works served the area adequately and
there were no problems. Of course, with the
passing of time and with further development
being carried on in the area, it was evident to
the local authority that the drainage works were
not designed to cater for the present and future
development of the area. It was feared that if
there were a lCD0-year flood or a downpour, the
drainage system would be taxed to its limit.

Eventually there were severe rainstorms and
the system flooded. The manhole cover at the
rear of the property popped up and the con-
stituent's home was flooded. The kitchen,
dining room, bedrooms, and living rooms were
flooded, resulting in severe damage to furni-
ture, cupboards, and floor coverings. The cost
of replacing the goods damaged was consider-
able. Being a ratepayer, and considering that
his rates had been used to maintain the drain-
age system, he decided to approach the local
authority because he felt he had a legitimate
claim for damages. Of course, that was not the
case because of a convention of common law
known in legal circles as nonfeasance. Of
course, he wrote to the local authority. The
local authority referred the damages claim to
its insurance company which wrote back and
said that it was not liable because of the
peculiar quirk of law known as nonfeasance.

A more simple explanation of nonfeasance
can best be illustrated by reference to a build-
ing owned by the Crown. The cladding of that
building at height could well be insecure and in
danger of falling off. This could be well known
by the Government or the local authority,
whichever might be the proprietor of the build-
ing. It may be that even though the Govern-
ment or local authority knew it was in a danger-
ous condition, it did nothing about ensuring
that the cladding was fixed soundly. If the clad-
ding happened to fall and cause damage or
bodily injury because the local authority, for
example, had not taken action to correct it, it
would be seen in law to be nonfeasance and
therefore a claim for damages could not be
pressed.

On the other hand, if the local authority en-
dleavoured to rectify the instability of the clad-
ding of the building and the rectifying work
was not competently carried out and the panel
fell and damaged life or property, it would be
found that that was an act of misfeasance. The
local authority would therefore be liable for any
claim for damages. Members can see the

anomaly that exists in the fact that if the
Government or local authority knows that
there is a possibility of damage being caused, it
cannot be sued if it did nothing to rectify the
fault. On the other hand, if it took necessary
action to rectify a fault and damage was still
caused, it could be sued.

I understand that the Attorney General and
the Minister for Local Government have
recognised the matter of nonfeasance. it has
been discussed with the Local Government As-
sociation and the country shires. To this time,
notwithstanding that the Government believes
that the anomaly should be rectified, the Local
Government Association and local government
generally have not been prepared to accept it. I
cannot accept that. I understand that the
anomaly was recognised in the United King-
dom in 1964, and the Government of the day
took the necessary legislative action to correct
it, and compensation can now be sought for
damages or personal injury arising from non-
feasance.

I suggest to the Government that it should
make damages for nonfeasance claimable at
law. It should pursue legislation in this Parlia-
ment to ensure that insurance companies, local
authorities, and government agencies and
authorities cannot opt out of their
responsibilities. Damage to life, limb, or prop-
erty caused by their negligence, non-mainten-
ance, Or whatever should be able to be duly
prosecuted through the courts. I suggest to the
Minister for Local Government that I would
support any legislation presented to the Parlia-
ment that would sort out that anomaly because
I do not think it is right or proper that Govern-
ments and local governments are able to hide
behind an ancient law or convention of law.

I now turn to the controversy that has sur-
rounded the supposed downgrading of the
Fremantle Hospital. Much misinformation on
this subject has been put out. It has been
founded basically on the report of the planning
and research branch of the Department of
Health, which proposed to grade the hospital
system of this State into three basic categories.
The category that was suggested for Fremantle
Hospital was that of a tertiary or second-level
facility. I would not like the Minister to take
what I say as being negative criticism.

Judging from the various Press statements,
there has been much criticism about the pro-
posal. For example, there have been 6000-sig-
nature petitions on the matter. Mr Justice
Olney, who is a distinguished ex-member of the
Labor Government, is Chairman of the
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Fremantle Hospital Board. He has expressed
his total opposition to any supposed
downgrading of the Fremantle Hospital fa-
cility. The medical staff of the Fremantle Hos-
pital are also very much against any supposed
downgrading. Quite a lot of feeling has been
generated by these Press reports. It is unfortu-
nate that misinformation has been conveyed to
the community. Many fears may have been
allayed if a proper course of consultation had
taken place with the hospital, the medical staff
of Fremantle Hospital, the interest groups
associated with it, the various local authorities
within the hospital catchment, and the other
interest groups. Had such consultation taken
place, this controversy may never have been
generated to such fever pitch.

I now amplify some of the fears of the people
of the south-west corridor and the medical staff
of the Fremantle Hospital who live in that
burgeoning south-west corridor. The medical
staff of the hospital and the people within the
region can accept that because of the actions of
the Health Department, health care and the
services provided by the Fremantle Hospital
are not at risk in the short term. However, fear
of the unknown is affecting the morale of the
medical staff and is of concern to the people
who live within the catchment of the Fremantle
Hospital. To add a little credence to what I am
saying, I point out that I have discussed this
matter with the medical staff of the Fremantle
Hospital. At the invitation of the Minister'-for
which I thank him-I have discussed the mat-
ter with Dr Bill Roberts, the Commissioner of
Health, and his senior adviser, Dr Jan White.
Thus it can be seen that I have a little under-
standing of the matter. While subsequent
amendments to the original proposal have now
been publicised and are open for discussion,
and while they go some way to allaying some of
the fears, for the record I put my thoughts into
Hansard.

I can accept that because of the economic
situation and the restraints on this Govern-
ment currently, which are manifest in the
Budget papers, certain problems associated
with medical care in our State must be
addressed. However, as I have said in a letter to
the Minister, they cannot be taken without
viewing the practicalities of the matter and the
service that the Fremantle Hospital provides to
the south-west corridor and the general area.
The stabilisation of the existing situation at the
Fremantle Hospital must be given priority
rather than the theoretical hypothesis proferred
within the report.

It is well known in hospital circles that vast
amounts of money have been poured into the
Royal Perth Hospital and the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. It is easy with hindsight to
see that two major errors have been made, one
by the Labor Government when it decided to
build the north wing of the Royal Perth Hospi-
tal. That was a bad decision because it affected
the total hospital planning of the metropolitan
region. We all know that the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital, from its beginnings as a
chest hospital, has become a monster which has
gobbled up vast resources and is now a major
hospital. Although the Royal Perth Hospital
and the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital have
had vast capital resources poured into them,
and those resources must be maintained and
recognised, the Government cannot completely
ignore the burgeoning situation in the south-
west corridor and the needs of the people living
in the area.

The Fremantle Hospital has stood shoulder
to shoulder with the two major hospitals in
providing service to the communities of
Fremantle, Melville, Cockburn, Rockingham,
Mandurab, East Fremantle, Kwinana, and the
other districts in that region. My fear is that
because of the hierarchical structure proferred,
the Fremantle Hospital may not be allowed to
maintain its position. I do not necessarily
suggest that it should grow, but that the equip-
ment used should be replaced-we all know
that as technology marches on, within a five-
year period medical equipment is virtually ob-
solete. It has a life of I0 years and a half life of
five years. I am suggesting that every five years
within every hospital the specialist equipment
made available through capital grants and capi-
tal expenditure must be renewed, because
within I0 years such equipment is obsolete.

My fear, and that of the medical staff of the
Fremantle Hospital and the people within the
south-west region, is that the medical equip-
ment will not be replaced, and the hospital will
be allowed to run down to the status of a dor-
mitory or casualty hospital. Today the
Fremantle Hospital is recognised as a trauma
and accident hospital of a very high calibre.
This is manifest by the record of the hospital.
More than 83 000 patients were treated at the
hospital last year, and only 280 of those
patients were transferred to other hospitals for
further or more specialist treatment. That
speaks for itself with regard to the services of
the Fremantle Hospital, its staff and equip-
ment, and its ability to serve the community.
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Of course, if this capital equipment is flat
renewed, the specialist staff presently practis-
ing out of the Fremantle Hospital will go to
hospitals which provide those facilities. If the
specialist staff go and the equipment is not
provided in the hospital, it will then run down
and not be recognised or accredited as a teach-
ing hospital.

Another fear the Fremantle Hospital has is
that its existing standard of service would dim-
inish and it would not be able to treat those
83 000-odd patients. Therefore, many would
need to be transported by ambulance or by
other means to the Royal Perth Hospital or the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, which are
recognised at the top of the hierarchy. In that
case, the facility at Fremantle would eventually
become a casualty and public access hospital
rather than the major accident and trauma fa-
cility it currently is.

It is interesting to note that the Fremantle
Hospital stands shoulder to shoulder with the
services provided by the Royal Perth Hospital
and the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.

11 would be very short-sighted if the Minister
and the Health Department of Western
Australia did not recognise that the south-west
corridor is the fastest growing area in the Perth
metropolitan region. I am aware of that fact
because I had the privilege to serve on the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority and
was chairman of the group A district planning
committee for many years. I was also a council-
lor of the City of Melville. For the information
of members, the City of Melville is currently
the fastest growing local authority in the metro-
politan region and, with the southern extension
of the Kwinana Freeway, the south-west corri-
dor is recognised as the fastest growing corridor
within the metropolitan region.

The Government should recognise that
within the next decade the south-west corridor,
which currently has a population of 250 000, is
projected to have a population of 400 000, in
which case it will need a hospital such as
Fremantle to be positioned reasonably high in
the hierarchy. It does not necessarily have to
provide the same standard of treatment, re-
search, and development as the Royal Perth
Hospital and the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospi-
tal, but certainly it will need to be recognised as
a trauma and accident hospital which can ad-
equately service the region.

Of course, geographically the hospital is very
well suited to the people. They fear that if the
Fremantle Hospital were allowed to degenerate

to a dormitory or needs-based hospital, many
patients from places such as Mandurah,
Rockingham, or Kwinana would have to nego-
tiate the extra distance and the congestion on
the Kwinana Freeway to reach a hospital. As
the member for Murdoch is constantly
reminding the Government, the Kwinana Free-
way is now clogged up for much of the day.

There are constant traffic hold-ups at the
Canning Bridge entry to that freeway, which is
not doing the job it should be doing for the
southern corridor. The fear is that patients will
have to try to negotiate the freeway in times of
traffic jams, and there will be delays.

Mr Williams: If everybody kept to the left
there would be no problems.

Mr LEWIS: The fact of the matter is that
people drive as they do, and until they are
educated otherwise we will still have that prob-
lem.

It might be wise for the Minister for
Transport and other members of the Govern-
ment to go down into that southern area some
time. I know they do not hold many seats down
that way, but notwithstanding that, they should
look at the pmoblems associated with the free-
way. That freeway is in the minds of people
who may need specialist hospital treatment. If
Fremantle Hospital is run down, they will have
to negotiate the freeway to come into the Royal
Perth or Sir Charles Gairdner hospitals.

A hospital like Fremantle serves the needs of
people who want to visit. They can catch public
transport,' which is centralised in Fremantle.
Public transport is within easy reach of all
people in the south-west corridor. You, Mr
Speaker, being the member for Rockingham,
will know the service Fremantle Hospital pro-
vides for people in that area.

The question has been asked, "Why should
Fremantle remain static when Royal Perth
Hospital at the present moment is running at
100 per cent occupancy and Sir Charles
Gairdner at 95 per cent?" Those two facilities
are virtually full. Of course they are running
full because many beds there may be accommo-
dating geriatric and casualty patients who do
not need the high technical services provided at
Sir Charles Gairdner and Royal Perth.

The plan is to try to free some of those beds
to Fremantle and some of the other peripheral
hospitals, and allow more specialist cases to be
shifted into Royal Perth and Sir Charles
Gairdner. I have no great argument with that,
but I suggest to the Minister-who is taking
notice of what I am saying-that Fremantle
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should not be forgotten; it is providing
specialist services in four or five areas.

Hyperbaric medicine will also be positioned
in that hospital. It is important for the sake of
the constituents of Melville, East Melville,
Murdoch, Cockburn, Fremantle and
Rockingham that the importance of that fa-
cility is recognised and no short-term, bad de-
cisions are made to jeopardise the service
provided by the Fremantle Hospital to the
people in those electorates.

I cannot accept a short-term decision. People
come before money. At all times one must
rationalise money and the economy with
people, but we must not forget that people
come first. I have been somewhat disappointed
at the absence of comment from Government
members living in that corridor. They have
been conspicuous by their silence and lack of
comment on any destabilising or down-grading
of the Fremantle Hospital facility.

In the time I have left I would like to direct
some of my comments to the State Planning
Commission. My principal concern is that not-
withstanding the undertaking given by the
Government to endeavour to decrease by three
per cent the numbers in the Public Service, I
notice from answers to questions on notice that
State Planning Commission staff numbers have
increased from 30 June 1984 to 30 June 1986
by approximately 37.3 per cent. On a base es-
tablishment in 1984 of 158 persons, it is now
217. Being aware of planning procedures and
the need for planning, I cannot see the justifi-
cation for the increase in the staff of the State
Planning Commission in those two years.

One would like to think that the increase in
staff will help with the efficiency of the Plan-
ning Commission. Indeed the proclamation of
the State Planning Commission Act of 1985
should also have helped with the efficiency of
the commission, but its efficiency has remained
reasonably static. I cannot see where the State
Planning Commission has benefited from the
additional staff numbers, or how it has become
any more efficient.

It is unfortunate that the increased resources
have not increased the efficiency. I draw the
attention of members to section 21 of the Act,
which requires the commission as soon as prac-
ticable after 1 July of each year to prepare and
furnish to the Minister a report on its oper-
ations and proceedings and such matters as the
Minister may direct for the year ended 30 June,
and the Minister shall as soon as practicable
after he has received the report and copies of

the financial statements cause them to be laid
before Parliament.

Section 69 of the State Planning Commission
Act also requires the commission as soon as
practicable after the commencement of the
Act-and this Act was proclaimed on I
January 1985-to table reports of the authority
from the time preceding 1 January 1985 to 6
December 1985. Two years have now elapsed
since the Planning Commission, or the MRPA,
has placed a report before this Parliament.
When I examined the Budget papers the other
evening to compare a report of the Planning
Commission with those Budget papers, I found
I could not do so because the last report was
received in this Parliament on 15 November
1984.

From that time, notwithstanding two re-
quirements of the State Planning Commission
Act for the commission to report, it has not
reported on the last functions of the Met ropoli-
tan Region Planning Authority; nor has it
reported on the functions or deliberations of
the Planning Commission until this time. I be-
lieve that is simply not good enough. The Plan-
ning Commission, or any statutory authority of
this Parliament, should report to the Parlia-
ment within a reasonable time, and I do not
think two years is a reasonable time for any.
statutory authority to take to report. So much
for the increased efficiency of the Planning
Commission.

When I was a member of the authority, one
of the problems it identified and constantly
faced was that of the management of its prop-
erty portfolio. For the edification of this Parlia-
ment, as I understand it-and it is rather diffi-
cult to obtain figures-the rental property port-
folio of the Planning Commission is touching
the $15 million mark and it has a rent revenue
of $1-5 million to $1.6 million, based on 1984
figures. That is a very large property portfolio,
and when I was a member of the authority, and
since that time, I know the authority and the
Planning Commission as it is constituted today
has been grappling with the problem of ad-
equate management of that portfolio. It should
be identifying and constantly uipgra4ding its
valuations so -that current market rents are
charged to tenants and the management of the
property portfolio is run in a commercial and
businesslike manner.

Indeed, the Planning Commission recognises
what I think it is fair to call a lack of expertise
among the staff and officers of the Planning
Commission. I do not want to reflect on them,
but the point I am making is that it is horses for
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courses, and we all know the private sector is
better equipped than the public sector to man-
age property. Even the Treasurer has
recognised that, by placing Crown property
under the Western Australian Development
Corporation, so I do not believe I will hear any
argument from the Government in that regard.

However, in July 1985 the commission
called for persons, organisations, or pro-
fessional groups to make submissions to take
over the management of the property portfolio
of the commission. The submissions were to
close, I think, on 15 July 1985; yet up to this
time I do not believe any decision has been
made in that regard. I do know that various
people who submitted applications for con-
sideration of their eligibility to manage the
commission's land portfolio were insulted
when their letters were not answered. It was
only in July this year, one year later, that the
commission resolved to short-list the appli-
cants to 10. 1 understand that a decision stil
has not been made. I believe 18 months is a
long time in which to make a decision, and it is
not good enough. The Minister an the Plan-
fling Commission should take note of my co-
ments and make a decision, or at least advise
the applicants that the commission can manage
its own portfolio and does not need the help of
consultants.

While I am speaking about the management
of the land portfolio, it has also come to my
attention that in about December 1985 a per-
son applied for a tenancy in East Perth. The
tenancy was let by an officer of the State Plan-
ning Commission, basically on the shake of a
hand. Certain undertakings were given by the
commission to bring the premises up to scratch
before the tenancy proceeded. Five days later
the person who then took up the tenancy at a
rental of about $1 070 a month was served with
a tenancy agreement for endorsement, notwith-
standing that no formal agreement or letter of
intent had been structured.

Because the commission did not carry out
the works it had contracted to do, the tenant
did not sign and return the tenancy agreement;
neither did he pay his first month's rent. After
30 days the officer of the commission who had
let the property went on leave and thereafter
the tenant was served with an eviction notice-
one month after he took up tenancy of that
warehouse facility. I do not believe that is good
enough. That tenant remained in occupancy of
that facility for over six months. He did not
pay one dollar in rent, nor did he sign the
tenancy agreement, although during that time

he argued he was prepared to do so if the com-
mission would undertake the work it had con-
tracted to do.

The State Energy Commission would not
even connect the electricity because the facility
was not in a position to be connected. I under-
stand that the piers to the roof were white-ant
eaten and the roof collapsed in part. When it
rained during the winter the factory floor was
flooded; yet the Planning Commission still
pressed for payment of rent. If I had been a
tenant in that situation, there is no way in the
world I would have paid rent, either. During
the course of the tenancy no correspondence
between the tenant and the Planning Com-
mission changed hands. There seems to be a
dearth of ability on the part of officers of the
commission to communicate by the written
word with anyone who writes to it. I have
received numerous complaints that the Plan-
ning Commission does not answer letters.

Despite the 60 extra staff, the amalgamation,
and the streamlining which the State Planning
Commission Act was supposed to put in place,
I do not believe the commission has shown one
glimmer of improvement, Or lifted its perform-
ance at all. It has gone up and down in the
same place and has become a burgeoning
bureaucracy choked by its own red tape. I
would like the Minister to take on board what I
have suggested-not to take my criticism as
being vexatious or vindictive but rather in the
spirit in which I am giving it. I wou,d like him
to take the necessary action to streamline the
commission and make it the organisation it
professed to be when it came into being with
the proclamation of the State Planning Com-
mission Act 1985.

MR COURT (Nedlands) [ 11.30 p.m.]: l ap-
preciate the opportunity to make some com-
ments about my electorate and the defence
liaison responsibilities of the Deputy Premier.

Firstly, I offer my sympathy to the families
and relatives of the four girls who tragically lost
their lives recently. It really bits home when a
terrible event such a this occurs in one's own
area and one has some knowledge of the people
involved. During my last year at school, the
Cooke murders took place. It is not the type of
thing we like to think happens in this State, and
I sincerely hope that in my lifetime we do not
have too many examples of these tragic events.
They cause a lot of hurt to the people connec-
ted with the victims, and I am sure this House
offers its sympathy to the families of the vic-
tims.
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On another note, I refer to the tragedies with
respect to the traffic problem on Mounts Bay
Road, a road that many of us use regularly. I
certainly go backwards and forwards along it
several times a day. It is an easy, pleasant road
to travel because it does not have any intersec-
tions and is a pleasant drive along the river; but
there have been a number of head-on
collisions. I can recall a number of tragic acci-
dents in the many years I have been using that
road.

I am glad the Government has decided to
carry out work on the road. In answer to a
question recently the Government said that
works would be carried out in the form of in-
stalling a median strip after the America's Cup
races are completed. I certainly hope exper-
iments like that can do some good in bringing
down the road toll on that particular stretch of
road. I know the police have been there nearly
every day with speed traps, but even with these
regular speed traps, people are still continuing
to speed along that section of the road. One
tends to think they will never learn.

While on the subject of Mounts Bay Road I
wish to mention the old Swan Brewery site. I
am glad the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services is in the House tonight to hear my
comments. When this matter was debated
some six months ago many people expressed a
concern that traffic would be a problem in the
area. I hope the Minister realises that if there is
to be a large commercial development on that
site, there will be traffic problems. The
developers will have to provide a parking fa-
cility because the traffic in that very restricted
area will have to get on and off what is a very
busy road 24 hours a day. I do not know what
the Government has in mind. I noticed an ad-
vertisement in the paper recently advertising
the old Swan Brewery site redevelopment and
talking about the Gregson scheme to redevelop
that site.

I do not know how far the Government plans
to go with that redevelopment, but I urge it to
keep in-mmind that if it is to put in a car park, a
tavern, and other buildings, it will have a prob-
lem on its hands. The site just cannot handle
that type of commercial redevelopment. There
is simply no easy access. I hope the Govern-
ment is liaising very closely with the Kings
Park Board because the area is very much an
integral part of the board's operations. I know
the board has already expressed its concern
about some of the proposals.

On a more light-hearted note, I refer to a
domestic issue. I was concerned to read re-
cently that it is proposed to cut out the sale of
milk in bottles.

Mr Taylor: I think they have already done it.
Mr COURT: I was in Albany recently and

visited the local dairy. The people at the dairy
explained that they had cut out the sale of milk
in bottles some years ago, and one could only
buy it in cartons. I suppose my complaint is
selfish, but I quite like having milk out of
bottles.

Mr Pearce: You obviously do not have mag-
pies in your area.

Mr COURT: One of the few benefits of being
a politician is that one tends to get up early in
the morning before the children so I can take
the cream off the top of the milk.

Mr Pearce: Before the magpies do.
Mr COURT: I only hope if the market forces

still want to buy milk in bottles, it will be
provided. I would not like to have someone
directing the way we purchase a product.

Mr Pearce: There is a lack of commercial
demand. It is a private enterprise decision.

Mr COURT: I recently read in the paper that
40 per cent of all deliveries were in bottles. I
thought that was quite a significant amount.

In the last 10 years I have done most of the
shopping myself and it is a problem, when one
buys the weekly groceries, to have to buy milk
at the supermarket because it is quite heavy to
bring home. That is one of the advantages of a
local delivery from the milkman because one
does not have to lug the milk home. Having my
milk delivered is very convenient because until
recently I used to buy a weekly supply and
freeze it; but after having the milk delivered
one finds it is certainly of a better quality when
it is fresh.

Mr Bryce: At the risk of upsetting the dairy
farmers, it should not be consumed by human
beings. Milk is bad for you. We are the only
animals who drink milk after childhood.

.Mr COURT: I now wish to -move on to
another issue affecting my area-the Brockway
rubbish tip. What will happen when the current
rubbish tip runs out and they have to move to a
different type of rubbish disposal system? It
has been a big issue for some years. Fortu-
nately, we in the western suburbs region have
had access to a very good facility, but there has
been considerable pressure from the Health
Department of Western Australia for that fa-
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cility to be phased out and alternative arrange-
ments made.

When I first became a member about five
years ago, I went with a delegation to the differ-
ent shires and councils in that area, and the
Health Department explained the proposals
and the timing to phase out the Brockway tip.
There was considerable life left in the tip, but
the Health Department was very keen to close
it earlier. At the time the department did not
have any commitments as to whether the land
would be made available for a transfer station,
a baling plant, or what technology would be
used.

Recently I attended a meeting, which the
member for Subiaco also attended, with the
Subiaco City Council. The council expressed
concern that the western suburbs refuse group
was not having any joy in its dealings with the
Health Department in trying to get a suitable
site in that area to cater for future rubbish dis-
posal requirements. It is a large area.

The Brockway tip area was a large mass of
vacant land which is now being snatched, bit by
bit, by various bodies. The University of WA
has pant of that area for its McGillivray oval
and John XXIII College is also utilising pant of
the tip, and there is a sports facilities area there
now too. The land is quickly disappearing and
before it is all taken, I would urge the Minister
to ensure that a suitable piece of land is set
aside to cater for the future rubbish disposal
requirements of the area. I have written to the
Minister and have received a reply, and I know
the member for Subiaco has also made rep-
resentations to the Minister. I would like to
think the matter will not be put off any longer
because as time goes by there will be less and
less land available. I am sure there must be
some land adjacent to the local sewage treat-
ment works in Shenton Park which would be
suitable. That has been agreed to by all the
parties concerned. The council simply wants a
piece of land in the area for some sort of
transfer station. I am sure that members on
both sides of the House will agree to do every-
thing possible to ensure that the councils con-
cerned-and there are many of them-have
the proper facilities.

I would now speak on the subject of defence
liaison. I am glad the Minister for Defence
Liaison is in the House while I make my com-
ments in this Budget debate. There are other
areas of responsibility which are relevant to the
Minister for Defence Liaison and the Minister
for Small Business and I will have some more
detailed comments to make as the debate pro-

ceeds. However, I particularly want to mention
the defence liaison area because I believe that
the State is missing out on some opportunities
in this respect.

One matter about which we have heard a
great deal in the last year in connection with
defence liaison concerned the submarine proj-
ect. If members look at the Budget papers, they
will see, under the Department of Industrial
Development estimates, that three people are
provided for a submarine project. Also refer-
ence to submarines appeared under other ser-
vices, These, however, are the only references
made to the defence area as being specifically
set aside for the submarine project. 1 believe
that the Government not only should be look-
ing at one defence project and concentrating on
that, as it has with the submarine project, but
also should have a logical, coherent policy in
relation to this matter.

All that really has happened is that a lot of
Press releases have come from the Minister for
Defence Liaison's office. Whenever any press-
ure has been put on him from this side of the
House, there seems to be a wave of activity in
that respect. Almost a year ago to the day I
criticised the fact that Western Australia was
not getting a mention in the major defence sup-
plement in The Ausiralian and I am sure the
Minister would have made sure that the State
did not miss out again this year.

I will run through quickly the background of
the submarine project. it is important to re-
member that the Opposition has always offered
its full support to the Government in its at-
tempts to attract projects of this type. The Op-
position has always offered its full
cooperation in respect of this project, and that
is something which will continue to happen.
The Opposition is keen to ensure both that
Western Australia has a stronger defence force
presence and that it gets more than its Current
share of defence spending in the Federal
Budget. The Opposition was not happy when it
heard that Peter H-orobin, who is a highly ex-
perienced and effective performer, was leaving
the Minister's office. Mr Horobin was knowl-
edgeable and he knew how the Department of
Defence system worked. I believe he fell victim
to the ineffectiveness of the Minister for De-
fence Liaison's attempts to gain that submarine
project.

The excuse given at the time Mr Horobin left
was to the effect that the project was now mov-
ing from a concept and development stage to a
project management stage. I am not sure of the
terminology used but it was a load of nonsense
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because Mr Horobin had done a lot of work,
and it seemed that once he left, the project
started to go backwards as far as the State was
concerned. It even reached the point where the
Trades and Labor Council of WA publicly
criticised the Minister for Defence Liaison' s
performance-which must have been very em-
barrassing for the Minister-and urged the
Premier to take the project from him in order
to give it a more powerful status in an attempt
to regain some of the ground which the State
seemed to be losing.

I am told-and perhaps the Minister for De-
fence Liaison can correct me-that the South
Australians are very confident that they will
win the major pant of the construction contract
for these submarines. If it does not go to South
Australia, we are told that the project will go to
New South Wales. I also read in the Press that
if South Australia is successful and gains this
project, it will be a major victory for John
Bannon; 1 think the Press article said some-
thing like, "It would guarantee that he remain
the Premier there for some years." I am not
particularly interested in what is happening in
South Australia; I am more interested in what
should be happening in Western Australia.

I would like to offer what I believe is a more
constructive approach to this whole question of
defence liaison. I think that the Government
should tackle this matter on all fronts. There
are many areas in defence, even when defence
spending is as small as it is in Australia, which
could generate a substantial amount of devel-
opment. There are many areas in which the
Minister for Defence Liaison should be work-
ing to try to break into some of the new defence
fields. We tend to have a habit of following. If
we hear there is to be something like the sub-
marine project, we would just follow the action.
The Minister for Defence Liaison should start
leading and start getting a few steps ahead of
the other people. That would mean that this
State would get in on the ground floor and have
the ability to be the front runner. This State
could be the innovator. We have heard enough
talk about how one has to be entrepreneurial
and innovative; we have heard enough of the
techniical talk by now and should be seeing
some results coming through.

The defence supplement in The Australian
indicates some of the equipment which is being
purchased by the Defence Department, such as
light and medium artillery and helicopters-
there seem to be three different types of heli-
copter being purchased. Why do we not be-
come involved in that type of thing? I can recall

on a recent visit to Brazil being taken for a
flight in a Brazilian helicopter.

Mr Bryce: You were brave.
Mr COURT: I do not think it was a matter of

my being brave. The Minister himself flies
around in Brazilian aircraft.

Mr Pearce: In Brazilian aircraft you don't
even have a wing and a prayer. You just have a
prayer.

Mr COURT: It is a very Catholic country;
there is a lot of prayer flying about. Brazil is a
country which one might not think is a major
manufacturer of sophisticated aircraft. This
afternoon I visited the Philippines seminar at
the Pacftim Conference and an Australian
businessman told me that the Philippines is
regarded as one of the most sophisticated air-
craft engineering maintenance centres in the
world.

I did not know that, and I did not know
Brazil was such a large manufacturer of heli-
copters. I think Indonesia has gone into heli-
copter manufacture.

One of the things that annoyed me most was
the Federal Government order for new training
aircraft. The defence forces need new surface
ships and communications systems, and they
are currently in the process of purchasing many
other goods and services. I know Canberra is a
long way away, but we have to build up a net-
work so that we can get in on the ground floor
with some developments. The one that made
me really cross was the order for 67 new trainer
planes which are being purchased by the RAAF
from an overseas manufacturer. It annoyed me
to think we had to purchase a relatively simple
training aircraft overseas-someone else's de-
sign.

I was at the Royal Show this year, and there
was a local manufacturer there who has made a
quite revolutionary breakthrough in-small air-
craft design. I do not know whether any mem-
bers opposite saw it; I think it is called the
"Eagle". That person has developed an aircraft
using sophisticated materials and a plastic
sandwich-type construction.

Mr Pearce: I think a lot of that is a copy of
the Rutan design in the United States.

Mr COURT: I have a little background in
wing designs, and this chap was explaining that
the feature of this aircraft was that it was stall-
proof. I was not particularly interested in the
design, but in the materials from which it was
constructed because we had been building
racing yachts out of similar material for some
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time, It was largely developed for different
components of the wings of the FIB's.

Here is a person who used that material to
construct a very sophisticated plane. The Min-
ister for Planning seems to have a little knowl-
edge in this area; one of the design features is
that the wings at the front and back enable
different angles of attack. I am told that one of
the earliest planes to fly worked on a similar
concept.

Mr Pearce: That is not right.

Mr COURT: I am told it was a similar de-
sign. I am saying there is no reason Western
Australia should not become a major light air-
craft design and manufacturing centre-a new
generation of light aircraft. There is a lot of
mystique associated with aeronautical tech-
nology, and we have to get rid of that because
there is no reason in the World why we cannot
enter that field.

I have had some limited involvement work-
ing on different keel designs, and when one
visits some of the testing facilities overseas and
gets down to the nitty gritty of the work that
goes into them, one sees there is no reason it
cannot be done in this State. We have the
potential to come up with the design, material,
and construction breakthroughs which will en-
able us to lead the world in this area. The Min-
ister for Industry and Technology should be
leading the way in getting us to take off our
blinkers and try to attack some of these defence
contracts in a different 'way.

Mr Brian Burke: Hear, hear!

Mr COURT: I am glad the Treasurer agrees
with me. I hope that is not a vote of no confi-
dence in his Deputy Premier.

All we have heard from this Government is
the submarine project, whereas we should be
looking at many other fields if we want to get
long-term development.

Mr Bryce: So that you do not gain the wrong
impression that the ship is unbalanced in that
sense, bear in mind that the Programme for the
surface combat replacement contract is already
under way in our department, and it involves
work to the value of twice the size of the sub-
marine project. Very little has been said about
that to date. It is reasonably early, but we do
not have to run every one of these programmes
up to the top of the flagpole.

Mr COURT: I know the Treasurer finds it
very humorous that the Deputy Premier is con-
sidering going into another defence project, but

I do not think what has happened with the
submarine project is very funny.

Mr Taylor: What has happened to it?
Mr COURT: The action will not take place

in Western Australia.
Mr Bryce: You are now doing a little crystal

ball gazing.
Mr COURT: I am going on what has been

reported in the Press in the last couple of days.
If the Minister is confident that the submarines
will be constructed in Western Australia, that is
very pleasing because as I said at the beginning
of my comments the Opposition has done
everything possible to offer its cooperation in
trying to attract the contract. We got concerned
that the TLC had to go to the Treasurer and say
it wanted him to work on this job because
Western Australia was not getting a high
enough profile.

Mr Bryce: When the TLC and the Confeder-
ation of Western Australian Industry make a
joint decision like that, it constitutes a massive
vote of no confidence. I felt absolutely devas-
tated when the TLC reached a corporate de-
cision like that!

Mr COURT: The Deputy Premier is perhaps
starting to make a fool of himself.

Mr Brian Burke: How many engines would
they have in this new generation aircraft?

Mr COURT: The name of the game is not
simply to produce things for the defence forces'
if one moves into new areas with design break-
throughs one has the ability to sell to other
markets.

Mr Bryce: If the Defence Department will let
you do it.

Mr COURT: It is interesting to listen to the
knockers opposite. No wonder we get nowhere
with these people;, they show no vision. They
are saying we are wasting our time trying to
come up with anything new because the De-
fence Department will knock it off. It shows a
complete lack of vision, and that is the point I
wanted to make tonight.

Mr Bryce: There are firms and industries in
this State which have tried to sell their
products overseas-defence industry-related
products-and they have been knocked back
by the Defence Department.

Mr COURT: The example the Deputy
Premier is referring to is the encrypting ma-
chine from Ran Data, and I think that is an
indictment of our Defence Department. The
department did not want to know about that
machine when it first came out, and said it did
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not have much future in the system. When the
company began selling machines overseas, the
Defence Department said they were a threat to
our security.

Mr Bryce: You are making my point.
Mr COURT: That is ridiculous bureaucracy

at its worst. If this Government cannot over-
come that-

Mr Bryce: That is exactly the point I have
made.

Mr Brian Burke: We could do with a bit
more encouragement and a bit less criticism.

Mr COURT: The Treasurer is out of his seat.
I am coming up with some positive suggestions;
I am not knocking. I am saying this is what the
Government should be doing. The Treasurer
cannot have it both ways.

I appreciate the interjections because they
highlight the insincerity of Government mem-
bers in any genuine attempt to try to improve
our defence manufacturing industry.

The Treasurer flies around the State in light
aircraft a great deal, and he knows that there
have been very few major breakthroughs in the
last two decades. I believe that if there are to be
major breakthroughs, they should come from
this State. There are one or two companies in
this State that are quite advanced in aircraft
design. Let us give them some encouragement;
they do not want assistance.

Mr Brian Burke: When you say they want
encouragement, what do you mean? You said
they don't want assistance.

Mr COURT: That is the attitude these
people have to deal with. They would not get
past first base with this Government. One of
the companies I am talking about has come up
with a revolutionary design but has not been
receiving a great deal of assistance. I believe
there will be breakthroughs in that field,' and I
believe they should come from this State.
Members opposite might think that that is rid-
iculous and knock it, but I think we should be
positive and point the way.

Members should consider the tremendous
progress made by ASI at Cockburn. We should
be talking to the naval architects and engineers
who are in Perth for the America's Cup. I
would like to see that sont of expertise being
taken advantage of and used in a new industry.

I hope I have made my point about what I
feel should happen in the field of defence
liaison. I think the Governmment has
concentrated on only one project.
Unfortunately it appears that it has not been

successful, and there has been considerable
criticism of it from within its own ranks. The
Government should show more vision and be a
leader. It should set the pace instead of follow-
ing years behind.

MR CRANE (Moore) [12.04 a.m.]: I did not
intend to talk about defence matters but be-
cause they were raised by the previous speaker,
the member for Nedlands, I will. I support his
comments. I believe that the matter of defence
transcends party politics and Governments and
Oppositions. Those matters are important to
the State.

The point I wish to raise tonight I raised 12
months ago I think in the same debate. I
mentioned bow, during the second World War,
Australia made most of its own warships which
were very effective. Many warships came from
Britain but not from America. The old four-
funnel American destroyers went to Britain
from America, but we did not have any of
those. We built our own Tribal-class destroyers
capable of 36 knots. They were as fast as any
destroyer during the war, with the exception of
the fast mine-layers from England and same of
the Italian boats. However, the Italians needed
fairly fast boats because they had to get away
from us.

Dr Gallop: Oh!

Mr CRANE: That happens to be true. I
always think it is nice to fight someone who
runs away, because it is easier to win. He will
not bloody one's nose.

Mr Brian Burke: What is the point you are
making about the Italian forces?

Mr CRANE: I mentio ned they had fast de-
stroyers. I was referring to our Tribal-class de-
stroyers which did 36 knots and which were
amongst the best destroyers taking part in
World War 11. They were made at Cockatoo
Island dockyard in Sydney.

Mr Watt: What about the June?

Mr CRANE: That was a corvette.

Just as they were effective, they were made in
Australia. I mentioned that I served on a ship
and its engines were made in Midland work-
shops. They were triple-expansion steam en-
gines Nos. I I and 12. We have the capability
here of building that sort of equipment, and we
should not play politics about doing it. The
Opposition and the Government should form a
committee to discuss these matters for the ben-
efit of the State.
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I do not wish to criticise the Deputy Premier
but I want him to let us know a little mare
about what is happening in this field. We might
have something constructive to suggest.

A letter in yesterday's newspaper was written
by someone referring to standardising our
equipment. The person refers to our defence
forces using French aircraft and German tanks.
I suppose we also have a lot of American equip-
ment. 1 know most of our destroyers are
American. !f' -e do not standardise our equip-
ment, it could be embarrassing in wartime
when we try to get pans for the conglomeration
of equipment used by our forces. Now we are
proposing to acquire Swedish submarines.

I am very proud of Australia and of what
Australians can do. We have the know-how and
ability to do anything as well as anybody else.
In many instances we can do it better.

Dr Gallop: Are you a secessionist?

Mr CRANE: I am not a secessionist. I am a
survivalist, and if the only way to survive is to
secede. I am a secessionist.

Mr Pearce: We thought you were. We
thought you seceded from the National Party.

Mr CRANE: I seceded from many things.
The only thing I have not seceded from is corn-
monsense. If one cannot secede, suck eggs.

We have the ability to make all of this equip-
ment here and I believe we should not be trying
to score political points but should be
cooperating with each other.

Mr Brian Burke: What is the point you are
making? Is it that we should be making our
own destroyers and aircraft?

Mr CRANE: Yes. We have the capability to
make all our equipment. We talk about mass
unemployment. We should be making this
equipment ourselves and providing the em-
ployment. Why should our destroyers be built
in America employing Americans when we
have the capability to make them here?

Mr Brian Burke: Do you think we could
make them as well?

Mr CRANE: I am sure we could. Other war-
ships used during the second World War were
no better than ours; in fact we had the edge on
them. Our equipment was second to none. As
we did it then we can doa it now. I suggest that
the work being done in constructing this equip-
ment in other countries should be done in
Australia. Our submarines and all other equip-
ment could be made here.

At the end of World War li the Australians
had made the fastest single-engined fighter
plane in the world at the time. We made only
one of them, but that is how advanced we were.
It is not generally known, but it is a fact.

Mr Brian Burke: What did we make?
Mr CRANE: The fastest single-engined

fighter plane in the world was made in
Australia.

Mr Brian Burke: Why did we only make one?
Mr CRANE: Because it was a prototype. The

war ended, and we did not need any More. It
was a very capable machine.

Mr Stephens: What was the name of it?
Mr CRANE. I cannot recall the name of it,

but I can check that out. I know that is cer-
tainly was not called the "Tomahawk" or the
"Boomerang".

The point that I am making is that we have
the capability to manufacture our defence
equipment, so why do we have to go to other
countries to have our equipment made?

Mr Trenorden: When the last Australian ship
was built, the unions kicked up the price by 50
per cent.

Mr CRANE: That problem is not so serious
that it cannot be overcome. However, that
point brings me to the next matter I want to
discuss. We need to look very seriously at our
work practices in every field, whether in the
building of our defence equipment or any other
field. Only in the last few months has it been
recognised that many work practices do not
operate in the best interests of all the people in
Australia. Perhaps it is time, considering the
seriousness of the economy, that we looked
very seriously at holding a national referendum
on whether we ought to have a 40-hour week.

If such a referendum were held throughout
Australia, an overwhelming majority of people
would be found to be in favour of a 40-hour
week. I do not believe it is unfair that we
should all work 40 hours a week. There is
nothing to stop us from working longer hours if
we so wish, but I do not believe that any union
should claim that its members should work
fewer hours than members of other unions or
than people working in any industry. There-
fore, a standard should be set.

Australia is almost bankrupt. It is not bank-
rupt because to be bankrupt its liabilities have
to exceed its assets. There is no way in the
world that Australia's liabilities-even though
they are reaching the $100 billion mark-ex-
ceed its potential assets. There is nothing we
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could not create if we wanted to. Therefore, we
are not bankrupt but we are in a very serious
state of economic affairs.

This is no time for us to be point-scoring.
This is a time for us all to work together and
cooperate for the good of the nation. We
should seek the advice of those who sit op-
posite, and listen to the advice because there is
no doubt that there are some good brains on
that side of the House, just as there are on this
side. Why can we not join forces with those
abilities for the common good of Australia and
get the best for all of us? That is the only mess-
age that I want to give in that regard.

I would challenge the people of Australia
who do not want a 40-hour working week to
hold that referendum to see whether I am right.
Many people from all walks of life recognise
the seriousness of our situation today. They
recognise that there is only one way out of the
problems we face, and that way is to work
together to produce things more cheaply than
we have in the past. We are an exporting
nation, and as such we will not survive if we do
not export. We cannot export if we cannot sell
our produce competitively with other nati ons
of the world. The only way to do that is to
produce OUr products at a price which will
compete, and the only way to do that is to
work. It is very simple. It is oversimplified, I
suppose, but that is the answer.

Mr Bryce: On the basis of that theory, the
Swedish people would never sell their products
in the very best marketplaces of the world be-
cause they have the highest unit cost of labour.

Mr CRANE: Perhaps they produce very
specialised equipment.

Mr Bryce: You do not have to suggest to
Australians that we become one of the low
labour cost countries of the world to survive.

Mr CRANE: I am not talking about our be-
ing a low labour cost country. However, we
cannot compare a Rolls-Royce with a Holden,
which is what the Deputy Premier is trying to
do.

I have asked the Minister for Education a
question concerning the drastic potential cuts
in school bus services. I know that the
Treasurer must cut costs. That is only natural.
We are not asking him not to cut costs, but we
are asking that those cuts be made in areas in
which they will have the least drastic effect.
The children in the sparsely populated areas of
the State are just as entitled to an education as
those in the more populous areas. However,
because the number is declining, we find that

bus services are being curtailed with the excuse
that they are being rationalised. I do not like
the word "rationalised". As a result of that,
many country communities are experiencing a
great deal of hardship. Certainly we must cut
our costs and stop the great expenditure which
has been going on for a number of years, but we
must be careful that when we cut that expendi-
ture we do not do it in an area in which it will
damage the people who can least afford to be
damaged. A perfect example of that is the
Scotsman who bought a camel, but because he
was a fairly miserable person he decided he
would economise. He was boasting about the
fact that he got the camel down to one straw a
day when it died. That is the sort of philosophy
that many people use.

Mr Brian Burke: What did it die of?
Mr CRANE: It may have died of starvation.

I just used that to illustrate what I was
endeavouring to say.

I turn now to the province of the Minister for
Transport and mention the Lancelin jetty. We
were very disappointed that it was not finished
for the start of the rock lobster season this year.
I understand that there was a great deal of
trouble up there. The crane broke and the steel
to repair it was not available in Australia at the
time. Eventually the crane was repaired, and I
understand that the crew are now back at work.
I am told that casual labour is not allowed to be
employed when anyone is dismissed from these
jobs or leaves the job without the express per-
mission of the Minister for Planning or some
other Minister. Therefore, when the labour
force is down because people have left their
jobs, it is not possible to employ anyone to take
their place without the bureacratic red tape
which necessarily follows. I hope the Treasurer
will correct me if my understanding is incor-
rect.

Although we must cut our costs when a pool
of people are working on a job, any member of
a crew who leaves ought to be replaced auto-
matically when replacements are available. It
should not be necessary to get permission from
a Minister. It may not be true that such per-
mission is necessary, but if it is true something
ought to be done about it.

I also make reference to the Jurien boat har-
bour project. It is going along fairly well, but
one thing is of concern. The local people
elected to form their own company to buy the
lift for hoisting the boats, so saving the
Government a great deal of money. The
Treasurer may not be aware of what has
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happened in this area so I will briefly run
through the train of events.

On 26 January 1985 these people received a
firm quote for the boat lifter of $98 000. That
price was fixed for 60 days. An additional
$10 000 was involved for other ancillary equip-
ment which brought the figure to $108 000.
Unfortunately, there was a great deal of pro-
crastination on the pant of the Department of
Marine and Harbours over an arrangement
whereby that company could operate in con-
junction with the Government. It took so long
for the Department of Marine and Harbours to
make up its mind that in the meantime the
price escalated. That is when I wrote this letter
of 22 July to the Minister for Transport. The
price had cscalated by $50 000 and the
fishermen who had put their hard-earned cash
on the table were responsible for this additional
cost.

Mr Troy: How long did the Department of
Marine and Harbours wail for the fishermen to
respond?

Mr CRANE: It did not wait for the
fishermen to respond.

Mr Troy: That is not quite true. This has
gone from one session of the Parliament to the
next.

Mr CRANE: I understand the Department of
Marine and Harbours has made comments that
it is contacting firms around Fremantle to see
whether someone will do it cheaper than the
people of Jurien. I am not criticising, the Minis-
ter because I know he has done his best in this
matter. However, had we moved straight
away-and we should have-we could have
saved $50 000, the lift could have been in place
and everything would have been operati ve as
soon as the harbour was finished. However, it
was not done.

I understand a meeting was held in Jurien
last night and the local people gave the Depart-
ment of Marine and Harbours to 30 January to
decide whether it wanted to go ahead with the
Jurien people. That money is hard to get and if
people are prepared to put that amount in, we
should cooperate with them or get the packet of
salts out. Members will recall that the other day
I referred to bureaucratic constipation; we
should get some movement in these depart-
ments.

Mr Brian Burke: Perhaps we do not want to
provide a boat lift.

Mr CRANE: The Government will have to
provide some facility for getting boats out of
the water.

Mr Brian Burke: Why?.
Mr CRANE: How will they get them out?
Mr Troy: Perhaps the private sector will be-

come involved as they are at other ports.
Mr Brian Burke: Do you want us to provide

the crayfish as well? We provided the boat har-
bour.

Mr CRANE: But the Government Originally
included in its plans a ramp to pull the boats
out and the most efficient way of doing that is
by lift. We are supposed to be a progressive
State, not going back to the horse and buggy.
Therefore, the Government would agree that a
boat lift is the only way to go, particularly as
the people were prepared to put their money
towards it. They were paying the full cost of the
boat lift and not just part of it. Had we been
able to Proceed at that time it would have been
completed by now. However, because of the
delay in getting agreement from the Depart-
ment of Marine and Harbours-

Mr Brian Burke: Agreement about what?
Mr CRANE: Agreement that the Jurien

people could operate it in the Government's
harbour.

Mr Brian Burke: Were they paying for the
whole thing, with no cost to the Government,
and all they were seeking was permission to
operate?

Mr CRANE: That was the case in the first
instance.

Mr Brian Burke: You tell them that if they
pay for the whole thing, they have permission.

Mr CRANE: Because it has taken so long to
get to this stage the cost has increased. They do
not have the additional funds. If the Treasurer
would give me a cheque for $50 000 1 could
probably sign the deal up in 24 hours.

Mr Brian Burke: Things are never what they
seem to be!

Mr CRANE: Neither the Treasurer nor the
Minister is to blame; I am talking about the
department. That department would probably
have done the same thing had the Liberal Party
been in Government and Government mem-
bers would have been on the Opposition
benches criticising us for the very thing for
which I am criticising the Government. How-
ever, the Government must make its depart-
ments do what they were formed to do.

Mr Bryce: Have you explained to the electors
what a good job the Labor Government is
doing for your electorate?
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Mr CRANE: It is doing nothing in my elec-
torate that was not agreed upon before it came
to office. To the best of my knowledge the only
thing the Labor Government has initiated in
this State is the casino.

Mr Troy. What about the little boat harbour
at Jurien?

Mr CRANE: These projects were in the pipe-
line and would have happened anyway.

Mr Bryce: What about Lancelin?
Mr CRANE: That was promised by the pre-

vious Government.
Mr Bertram: You can never rely on a prom-

ise from a Liberal Government.
Mr CRANE: Yes, one can. The Labor

Government carried on with the projects but
the groundwork had been done by the Liberal
Government.

Mr Bryce: I would have thought that with
your wholesome interest in consensus, you
would be prepared to say to your constituents
.that the Labor Government has been very good
for Jurien and Lancelin.

Mr CRANE: It has been good, I am not say-
ing it has not. It has carried on the projects
which were in the pipeline. I commend the
Government for that.

Mr Bryce: They were not in the pipeline.
Mr CRANE: They were. I had meetings with

officers of the various departments years ago.
Certainly the Government has been good.

Mr Bryce: In a sense it is true to say that a
town hall will be built in Jurien Bay and that is
in the pipeline some years down the track.

Mr CRANE: I am not aware of it, I have not
heard of any plans. If the plans are not made, it
is not in the pipeline.

I am thankful that the Government carried
on with the projects which had been agreed to
and so are the people in my electorate. A few
delays have occurred but that is possibly the
fault of the contractors rather than anyone else.
We have to suffer such delays so I will not
dwell on them.

I am sorry the Minister for Water Resources
is not in the Chamber tonight because I wanted
to thank him most sincerely for going to the
wheat-belt last Friday to look at the Agaton
pmoject. For the first time that I can recall the
people who received the Minister and looked at
the project with him were impressed by the
attitude of a Minister to the project and his
appreciation of the problems they face. Minis-
ters and members of Parliament often travel to

the country promising all sorts of things but on
this occasion the Minister for Water Resources
was most impressed. by what he saw. He left an
indelible impression on the people he visited.
They told me so.

No member in this House has spoken more
than I on the Agaton project or been so closely

-aligned with it. I asked the Minister whether he
would look at the experimental dams which the
Department of Agriculture put down in the
area. The dams were clay lined and the depart-
ment said that they would catch water which
fell in the area and obviate the necessity to put
down a pipeline. The Minister looked at those
dams and walked through them; he did not get
his feet very wet. He agreed, and I have said it
in this place many times, that those dams do
not hold water and they never will. They are
white elephants. Unfortunately some officers
within the Department of Agriculture have
insisted that on-site catchments are the alterna-
tive to the Agaton scheme. It is not an alterna-
tive in that area.

Dams are an alternative in many parts of the
State, and a very good alternative; but in some
problem areas the type of soil does not lend
itself to the satisfactory sinking of dams. They
will not hold water. Sometimes rock is just be-
low the surface, but one cannot get down. The
member for Warren will know, because I wrote
to him as Minister for Agriculture pointing out
the shortcomings of some officers in his depart-
ment who have always insisted that that was
the way to go.

I am not condemning those officers. We
should catch every drop of water which can be
caught in the rural areas. This is the driest con-
tinent in the world, and this is the driest. part of
the driest continent. As we have pointed out
many times before, and nobody wants to listen,
it just does not work up there; therefore the
only alternative is to put in a pipeline.

The Minister went up there last week, and he
appreciated their problems. For the first time a
Minister from this Parliament went up there
and listened to the people. I commend him for
it.- I am -sorry he is not here to hear what I am
saying because he is far and away above many
previous Ministers from both sides of the
House who have gone up to look at the same
project. I give him full marks. I hope that as a.
result of his visit the project will be brought
back on stream. It is needed in the area.

The drastic decline in the rural industry
necessitates people changing from grain grow-
ing to wool, and perhaps cattle and pigs.
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Mr Grill: May I ask you a question on
Agaton?

Mr CRANE: Yes.
Mr Grill: If that Minister was able to do what

you suggested, what sort of contribution do you
think individual farmers should make?

Mr CRANE: I do not think individual
farmers can. It is not a case of "I do not think";
I know that individual farmers at the moment
cannot make any additional contribution. The
rural industry is in such a plight that farmers
are not in a position to make any contribution
at all. I am sure the Deputy Speaker will agree
with me, because he was with us on the rural
sector hardship inquiry and he knows that. It
would be no use my making a promise or say-
ing that they will make a contribution. They
simply cannot do so.

Mr Grill: In the past have they offered to
make a contribution, and if so how much?

Mr CRANE: There was an offer at one stage,
but it was not as high as was asked by the
previous Premier, Sir Charles Court.

Mr Grill: You cannot remember how much it
was?

Mr CRANE: So many figures have been
quoted. There was an offer, not a very high
one, and that was not uniformly accepted.
Some farmers knew they could not make it. It
is no good looking to the farmers to make a
contribution; it will have to come from other
sources, and I believe it should.

We should diversify in farming now. With
the falling overseas markets we cannot rely on
grain crops any more. We must diversify into
more wool and meat from those areas. It will be
a very long time, but the project can succeed
only if there is sufficient water to carry the
stock. Not only would there be a benefit for
those areas, but there would be a benefit to the
people in the metropolitan area who would
manufacture the equipment necessary for the
pipeline, and those who would be employed in
the laying of the pipe.

I am not suggesting that this is a proj .ect
which should be done very quickly, but it
should be started very quickly. It may take 10
to 15 years to build, but at least it ought to be
started.

At the end of the second stage of the compre-
hensive scheme, there was a time when the
Commonwealth was making a pound for
pound contribution with the State Govern-
ment, but the State Government of the day in
Western Australia stopped doing anything

More. When the Commonwealth pulled out of
that pound for pound contribution, the State
Government of the day stopped it when it
should not have.

One of the problems over the last few
years-this is a criticism of our own Govern-
ment when we were in power'-was that it did
not put a high enough priority on the Agaton
scheme or on funds from the Commonwealth.
That is one of the problems we faced. I hope
now that with the cooperation of the Minister
the Government will put a high priority on
funding from the Eastern States-from
Canberra-to help with the project.

I shall not continue with that line because I
have spoken a great deal about it over many
years; but I want to pass on my thanks to the
Minister for going up there and giving the
people some hope. For the first time the im-
pression seemed to be that he listened, and that
is important to the people there. They are good
people, and they have been fooled for so long
that we should not fool them any longer.

I was going to mention the fishing industry,
but I do not think I should do that because
legislation has come before the Parliament, and
I shall have an opportunity to say something on
it. The only comment I would like to make to
the Minister is that the fishermen themselves-
and I am talking about the rock lobster
fishermen-do not have any confidence in the
rock lobster advisory committee. I hope I do
not have to repeat that because it happens to be
true. One association out of 10, and that would
be the Geraldton professional association, is
not in total agreement. Some people on the
Abrolhos do not agree with it, and some do.
That would be the only association out of them
all which has no faith in the committee.

I notice the Minister for Local Government
shaking his head. It may fall off, because he is
shaking it the wrong way. I have close contact
with the fishermen and I know that this is a
fact. They have no confidence in the rock lob-
ster advisory committee, and they are critical
of the fact that they are not able to appoint
their own representative to it. They can put up
a panel of people from whom the final com-
mittee is chosen, but they want to be able to
put their own people on the committee. That
would be along the lines of democracy, there-
fore I believe we should consider giving them
an opportunity to do that. However, I shall talk
more about fishing when the legislation in
question comes before the House.
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I am very appreciative of the fact that the
Minister has agreed to come up with me in a
couple of weeks' time and talk with the
fishermen. That is what I want him to do. I
want him to talk with them himself so that they
can tell him whether they like the committee or
whether they do not. It is up to the fishermen
to tell him. If they do not, it is not worth mak-
ing a trip up the coast to see them. I think they
will because they hope the Minister will come
to see them.

One matter I would like to bring before the
House causes concern to me, and it ought to
cause concern to us all. It concerns the Office
of Titles. One of my constituents in Moora has
written to the Treasurer and to the Attorney
General about this matter. His complaint is
that he had a property for sale and a person
offered to buy that property; the offer of pur-
chase was made conditional upon a $50 hold-
ing fee and $4 950 being paid. Eventually that
amount of money was paid, but the cheque was
cancelled. If one pays money and cancels the
cheque, one has not really bought the property.

Subsequently the person selling the property
wanted to sell it to someone else. Unfortunately
he was thwarted in his efforts because the pre-
vious supposed purchaser, the man who gave
the post-dated cheque and then cancelled it,
put a caveat on the property, using the expired
offer and acceptance form to put the caveat on.
That in itself is bad enough, but here is the
punch line: The cheque for $5 350 he paid to
the State Taxation Department to secure the
caveat bounced. If I were to pay my parliamen-
tary dining room account with a rubber cheque,
Mr Speaker, I would presume that I had not
paid my parliamentary dining room account.

The SPEAKER: Quite so.
Mr CRANE: The same would apply to any

account one paid. If one pays with a rubber
cheque, one has not really paid at all; the
money has not been paid. Yet that caveat
stood. The company concerned was Lisdale,
and the name of the person was Carew-Reid. I
think he spent a little time in gaol afterwards.
He refused to lift the caveat and it cost my
constituent- from Moora $12 000 and seven
days in the Supreme Court to have the caveat
removed-a caveat that should not have been
put on the property in the first place. The State
Taxation Department knew that the cheque
was no good, because it told my constituent
twice when he went there; yet he had to spend
$1I2 000 in the Supreme Court to remove a
caveat placed over the property by a person
who had never paid for the property in the first

place and had then paid the State Taxation
Department with a rubber cheque for $ 5 350.

The point I am making is that there needs to
be some fast-track machinery in this State so
that these matters can be brought to a head
very quickly. I have the file here, and if any-
body wants to take it and write the story they
are more than welcome to do so. There is no
secret about it. Why must people who are being
fooled around in this way by individuals who
can only be described as crooks or dishonest, go
to the Supreme Court and pay $1I2 000 to have
a caveat removed?

I felt I had to raise that matter in the House
because it should never have happened. These
things are so wrong. They are morally wrong,
and surely to God they must be legally wrong.
If one pays for anything with a rubber cheque, I
still insist one has not paid for it. I would like a
ruling bn that. The Minister for Agriculture is a
lawyer-perhaps he can agree or disagree with
me. If I pay an account with a cheque which
subsequently bounces, have I paid that ac-
count?

Mr Grill: No.
Mr CRANE: Or is the account still owing?

The member for Balcatta is a Solicitor; he ought
to be able to give me a ruling on that.

Mr Bertram: There is nothing new about
that.

Mr CRANE: I know there is nothing new
about it, but why should a person have to go to
the Supreme Court, where the objection was
raised, to have that caveat lifted? The Premier
has just come in. He would be aware of this
matter, because I have a letter that the Premier
wrote to this person. I ask the Premier for some
fast-track method whereby people do not have
to be subjected to the humbug this person
suffered. I request that these anomalies be
corrected so that this kind of thing does not
happen in future. Because it was our own State
Taxation Department that appeared to make
the mistake, or to not correct the mistake
made, perhaps we could refund the $1I2 000
that it cost my constituent, because in the
meantime he lost the opprtunity to sell the
propery.

I would like to thank the Premier, the Minis-
ter for Tourism, and the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management for assisting
Atlanti s Marine Park recently when it applied
for a licence to catch sea lions.

Mr Hodge: I did it only because of your letter
of support.
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Mr CRANE: I appreciate the fact that the
Minister has done it. He and I have both come
under flak recently. Only this week I received
two letters, one from a constituent and another
from someone who lives in Balga, condemning
the capture of the seals and expecting that I will
take a strong stand in condemning the move. I
have not yet answered those letters; however, I
will not take that stand. I will commend the
Minister for what he has done. The people at
Atlantis have been most responsible in what
they have done since the tragic loss of their
previous seals due to tuberculosis. They have
cooperated with the Minister for Agriculture,
and the Minister would be well aware of that.

Mr Grill: I supported it.

Mr CRANE: I want to thank the Minister
very much for granting that licence to Atlantis
Marine Park. The seals were a great attraction
and formed a large pant of the park's act, and
the loss of the seals was very serious. The fact
that a few seals will now be captured and
trained will be of great benefit to this State
from the point of view of tourism. The people
at Atlantis approached me and asked for my
support. I wrote to the Premier, the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management, and
the Minister for Tourism and now I want to
thank them very much. We do appreciate what
the Government did, even though it has
received a certain amount of flak from a few
people.

Mr Brian Burke: You know as well as I do
that Government is not just about being popu-
lar.

Mr CRANE: That is quite so; it is not about
being popular but about being responsible. It
would be remiss of me if I did not thank the
Government on behalf of Atlantis Marine Park
for its help and consideration in this matter.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [ 12.43 a.m.J: This de-
bate presents an opportunity for members to
make wide-ranging comments, and I would like
to single out two Ministers for some credits.

I would like to say a very special thank you to
the Minister for Water Resources for the way
in which he has dealt with a particularly diffi-
cult problem in relation to drainage rates. The
Minister has not yet resolved the problem but
at least he has been prepared to visit the area
and meet the people.

Mr Brian Burke: I bet you can't go through
this speech without mentioning the Margaret
River Hospital. That is a challenge.

Mr BLAIKIE: As a matter of fact I was going
to leave that subject for the debate on capital
works. I was intending to speak only for 15
minutes, but if the Premier has made it a chal-
lenge I may have to take it up.

Returning to the Minister for Water Re-
sources, there has been a very vexatious prob-
lem in the Busselton district about the level of
rates levied in that area. The problem has been
growing year by year and this year it reached
astronomical proportions. The Minister has
now agreed to set up a committee of inquiry, to
be headed by a Queen's Counsel. I hope that
committee will bring the problems clearly to
light and that the Minister will then make
recommendations upon which the Government
can act.

One of the major problems was created by
this Minister's predecessor when he elected to
let the Hunbury area pay for drainage rating.
Since that period the problem has magnified to
other areas. I compliment the Minister on the
way he has handled the matter and for the
expectation the community has that it be
further resolved.

My second comment relates to the Minister
for Transport. I was delighted to see an article
in a weekend newspaper that the Burke
Government was planning to privatise
Westrail's road bus service as part of its drive
to slash spending. I could not think of a better
way to get rid of an inefficient service and re-
place it with a more efficient and competitive
service.

Mr Troy: How would you suggest we handle
the remote locations?

Mr BLAIKIE: In precisely the same way that
the South West Coach Lines has been compet-
ing with Westrail, but it has a tour operator's
licence and can take people to a tourist desti-
nation only. The proof of the pudding is that it
has operated a most successful operation that is
well patronised by the community.

Mr Tray: You have a very close interest.
Mr BLAIKIE: I certainly do have a close

interest because I had great difficulty with my
Government ensuring that it allowed the cur-
rent proprietor to operate at all. Thank good-
ness it did. South West Coach Lines would be
one of the best and most successful bus oper-
ators in Australia. It is operating without a sub-
sidy and in competition with the Government.
It provides out of its own pocket subsidies and
travel concessions to people who use the ser-
vice, yet it has to compete with the Govern-
ment, and does so successfully. It was only a
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matter of some eight months ago that Westrail,
in its stupidity, was going to run its operation
in direct competition using precisely the same
time schedule. I thank the Government for
having enough commonsense to stop Westrail
from doing that.

Country people have suffered from a lack of
passenger services. Quite frankly, the Govern-
menit operator is not able to provide these ser-
vices. 1 am at a loss to say why the Government
service cannot Provide it.

Mr Troy: How are you going to survive in
remote areas?

Mr BLAIKIE: I am trying to make a contri-
bution in a non-political way which I hope will
be of some assistance to the Government. An
incentive might well be an opportunity to pro-
vide a service without the transport constric-
tions that the Government has placed on
existing operators.

The second incentive the Government can
offer is to give the pensioners and other
disadvantaged people a subsidised half-price
fare, or alternatively one free trip a year. The
Government could be prepared to ensure that
flowed on to the private operator as well. The
private operator has to run on his own merits.
If he has a loss, he carries that loss; and if he
runs at a profit good luck to him.

There is a great opportunity for interstate-
based operators to "'cream off" the best ser-
vices and routes in Western Australia at the
expense of potential Western Australian bus
operators. I refer to people like Deluxe
Coachllnes, Greyhound, and the other Eastern
States-based operators. I believe there should
be an opportunity for some Western Australian
operators to be considered on a better than
equal basis if the Government is to look at
offering these some form of tender. Of course,
the main line interstate operators will provide
an excellent service on the main lines. Coaches
travel from Perth to Kalgoorlie and across to
the Eastern States, but basically they are not
permitted to pick up or put down passengers.
They could carry passengers from Kalgoorlie to
Perth and drop them off at Merredin, but they
are not allowed to do that because their li-
cences do not permit it. If they are, I would
suggest they are doing it illegally.

Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr BLAIKIE: But they are not allowed to

pick up passengers and drop them off at ran-
dom as part of an existing service. Wherever a
Westrail service is Operating, these people can
only operate outside those services. What the

Government is proposing makes very good
sense. I hope it goes the whole hog and ensures
the services are opened up.

The Minister referred to what will happen in
remote and isolated areas. That will be a diffi-
culty. The Government of the day may well
have to subsidise pant of the service. In my
view, the subsidy would be a fraction only of
the huge ongoing losses that are incurred any-
how. When one looks at the losses currently
incurred by Transperth, one sees that they are
in the order of $85 to $90 million a year.

Mr Troy: What is the trend for Transperth
over the last three years?

Mr BLAIKIE: Since I have been a member of
Parliament, the losses have been increasing
yearly.

Mr Troy: It would give me great pleasure to
bring you up to date.

Mr BLAIKIE: I would be delighted if the
Minister can tell me he has reversed the trend.

Mr Troy: It is for me to continue that very
favourable trend. It was already being reversed
in the period of my predecessor.

Mr I3LAIKIE: The Government already pro-
vides subsidised and assisted travel for people
north of the 26th parallel and people who are in
remote and isolated areas. That was an import-
ant measure that previous Governments saw fit
to put into place, and subsequent Governments
have seen the wisdom of maintaining it.
Whether people live in the Kimberley or the
Pilbara regions, they have the opportunity to
travel to the metropolitan area at subsidised
rates for specialised or medical reasons. I do
not see that being any different in relation to
bus travel to the other remote parts of Western
Australia should the Government proceed with
this move to sell off its Westrail buses. At the
end of the day, I am of the very firm view that
two factors will be achieved. One is that the
people in those areas will have a far better ser-
vice, and the current level of losses will be
substantially reduced and replaced by some
form of incentive and financial assistance to
help, the people in the more -remote areas to
maintain some degree of service.

I am pleased the Minister has moved in this
direction and I am obviously delighted that he
has seen some of the more enlightened pro-
posals that are frequently espoused by mem-
bers on this side of the House.

I would comment in relation to the dilemma
now facing rural Australia. I will not canvass all
the matters, on which a series of speakers from
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this side of the House have already spoken-
matters such as the the huge national debt, the
consequences of rising costs and the dilemma
in which rural Australia finds itself because its
returns are not keeping pace with the on-going
costs associated with farming operations. That
is a dilemma for which no light can be seen at
the end of the tunnel, and rural Australia sees
before it a far greater disaster area in 1987.
Certainly the prospects for 1988 do not appear
to be any brighter. All of this is caused by the
rising costs which are now facing rural
Australians involved in the agricultural indus-
tries.

Mr Bryce: Not only that; another factor is the
world commodity prices..

Mr BLAIKIE: World commodity prices have
caused great concern and anguish for rural
Australia, but the cost structure of producing
goods in Australia has risen dramatically over
the last four to five years, and it continues to
escalate.

Mr Clarko: Labor members of Parliament
knew nothing about the commodity prices in
1982.

Mr BLAIKIE: Yes, Labor members have said
that farmers who bought land or committed
themselves in that respect made a big mistake.
The member for Welshpool said earlier that the
business demise of Miss Maud was brought
about because she bought a piece of rural estate
and made a bad decision. However, the con-
tributing factor to Miss Maud's business de-
misc are current interest rates of between I8 to
20 per cent and mare.

I would simply put on the record that many
farmers, some of whom I have known closely,
have suffered this situation and it is a situation
which is repeated across Australia. Going back
three or four years, when farmers looked at
expanding their farming operations, they
looked at the circumstances that applied to that
operation succeeding. They looked at what they
assumed would be the returns over the next
five or six years and they did a very careful and
detailed budget analysis. They went into their
expanded operation when interest rates were at
12 to 1 3 per cent.

I know of one farmer, a most outstanding
farmer, who borrowed some $385 000 to buy a
property. Members might say, "What a fool he
was to go and borrow that much."
Unfortunately this Parliament is full of people
who have the most incredible hindsight. Very
few people here have good judgment, wisdom,
and foresight. This farmer and his wife and

their accountant carefully worked out a
budget-when interest rates were at 12 and 13
per cent-which would cover them if interest
rates rose to 17 or even IS per cent. They did
not believe it was possible that interest rates
would rise to 17 per cent, but they budgeted for
it, and even allowed for up to 18 per cent. They
are currently paying interest rates of 21.5 per
cent. The straw that really broke the camel's
back as far as this family was concerned was
that in addition to having interest rates at five
per cent higher than they had budgeted for,
they have a monthly payment of $1 800 to
Canberra to pay for their dairy levy.

This farmer is saving all that he can. His wife
is out working but they still cannot make ends
meet. That is indicative of the fiscal mess that
Australia has got itself into. It is pant of the
dilemma in which Australia finds itself and it is
not a dilemma which is going to go away. It will
become more and more difficult and the next
two or three years will see the crisis point
reached across this country for the very reasons
that I have indicated. The Deputy Premier said
that the world commodity prices were the
cause of the problem.

Mr Bryce: No, I said that it was a very im-
portant contributing factor.

Mr BLAIKIE: I will not follow that up; I
would simply say that the cause of the dilemma
is, in my view, created within Australia. A dra-
matic reduction in interest rates is required to
enable the Australian farmers to stay on their
land. There will need to be a dramatic re-
duction in the cost of producing agricultural
products.

However, I want to say a few words in re-
spect of a further proposition which I believe is
important to the survival of the agricultural
industries. As we approach the 1990s it will
become an entirely new ball game. I had the
opportunity to travel to France and
Switzerland several months ago. I will use
Switzerland as an example to reply to the
Deputy Premier's interjection. If one compares
Australia and Switzerland, one finds that
Australia must face some stark realities and
messages. Australia is a relatively young
country which has tremendous mineral re-
sources and a tremendous opportunity for de-
velopment, and its people have a wide range of
skills. By comparison, Switzerland is devoid of
natural resources. It does not have any.

Mr Bryce: Yes it does; the human resource.
The Swiss are a very competent people.
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Mr BLAIKIE: The Deputy Premier has
simply said that the Swiss are better than
Australians.

Mr Brian Burke: No he didn't; don't mis-
represent him.

Mr BLA IKIE: The Deputy Premier said that
the Swiss have human resources and Australia
is short of human resources.

Mr Bryce: I didn't say that. You said that
Switzerland as a nation has no resources. I said
that was wrong and that the Swiss had human
resources which were very highly developed.
That is Switzerland's basic resource.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BLAIKIE: The Swiss do not have the
mineral resources of Australia, so they do not
have this country's capacity to earn export in-
come by the development of its resources.

Mr Bryce: It has very fine tourist resources.

Mr BLAIKIE: So does Australia. I would
come back to a couple of other comparisons
between the two countries. Switzerland has an
unemployment rate of less that one per cent, it
has an inflation rate of less than one per cent,
and interest rates are about 3.5 per cent. If one
wants to deposit money, one pays to do so.
Compare all that with Australia.

Dr Gallop: When unemployment started to
rise, they got rid of their guest workers.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Victoria Park
is talking arrant nonsense. If one looks at
Switzerland today, something like 20 per cent
of people employed in Switzerland happen to
be itinerant workers from other parts of the
world.

Mr Brian Burke: They repatriate them, too.

Mr BLAIICIE: Members opposite can pro-
vide all the excuses they want.

It is also important to realise that
Switzerland is not one of the 13 member
nations of the European Economic Com-
munity. Dairy production is very important to
the Swiss community, and an important in-
come earner, but 50 per cent of Swiss dairy
product ion is sold directly to the EEC. It is able
to sell on a competitive basis and at a satisfac-
tory price. I agree that there is a world market-
ing problem, but it should not be an inhibiting
factor in Australia. There is a definite need for
Australians to be far more resourceful, but it is
also more important to ensure that the current
fiscal factors within this country are reversed.

Mr Bryce: What is the bottom line of this
comparison between Switzerland and
Australia?

Mr BLAIKIE: The bottom line is firstly that
we have to find a way of bringing on-farm costs
down, including interest rates. Unless we do
that, Australian agriculture will not have a fu-
ture. It will have some survivors, but they will
be few in number and all industries will be
affected.

We can talk about and criticise the subsidies
in the EEC, and I have been to Brussels and
spoken to the secretariat, and I have seen the
result of the subsidisation. that goes on.
Switzerland is not part of that. It is able to
trade very successfully, and I believe it pro-
vides a lesson for us. Our country is full of
resources, yet we are going backwards every
day. That must concern all Australians.

Mr Bryce: You said Australia was a young
country and its industries were emerging.
Switzerland is 700 years old, and its debt struc-
ture is a lot different. Probably nobody can
remember when someone opened up a new
block of land in Switzerland.

Mr BLAIKIE: Switzerland's debt structure is
certainly different, but that country has not
always been in the same position. it is only in
the last 70 years that it has engineered its way
to the position it occupies today. Switzerland
was a very poor and backward country until
then.

Mr Bryce: Switzerland is one of the most
inappropri ate examples in the world you could
pick to make a comparison with Australia.

Dr Gallop: Comparing Western Australia
with Texas would be interesting.

Mr BIAIKIE: I have a comparison with
Texas coming up shortly.

One of the other interesting factors is that the
Swiss have a compulsory national service pro-
gramme for men between the ages of 18 and 50.

Mr Bryce:, Do you think that is a good idea?

Mr BLAIKIE: I think it is an-excellent idea.

Mr Bryce: Do you reckon you and your
mates down there are prepared to pay the taxes
for it?

The SPEAKER: Order! A few less inteijec-
tions would shorten the speech.

Mr BLAIKlE: As far as I am concerned I
would be quite prepared to pay the extra taxes
as I believe national service is an excellent idea.
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One of the major difficulties Australia has is
its welfare state syndrome, and I question the
competence of the Social Security Department
to carry out its responsibilities, not only as cus-
todian of the tens of millions of dollars
entrusted to it for payment, but also in the way
it operates. There needs to be a complete re-
view of the department's operations. I find it
most appalling that sole parents are receiving
unemployment benefits while living in de facto
relationships, and that some people who are in
full-time employment are receiving unemploy-
ment benefits. These cases crop up from time
to time, and members would be aware of the
community disquiet relating to social welfare
frauds.

One of the matters I am greatly concerned
about is the recent amnesty the Federal
Government gave to welfare cheats. While the
rest of the community was expected to pay its
taxes and charges in the appropriate way, all
the welfare cheats were given a three-month
amnesty, and provided they admitted what
they had done illegally or otherwise, no charges
were to be laid against them. All that did was
condone the illegal actions of people. We do
not know the amounts they were paid, but 1
assume it would run into millions of dollars;
but no action was taken against them. On the
other hand, the Government relentlessly pur-
sued people for their income tax, and it pur-sued people who were affected by the assets
test. The welfare cheats were able to get off
scot-free. It does no Government or country
any good to allow this type of situation to pre-
vail, because it completely demoralises all the
doing people in the community.

-A complete change is needed in the whole
structure of the Social Security Department. It
is connected with the demise of rural Australia.
Only today I read of a group of farmers from
the Bencubbin area who were going to pay
someone to do rural counselling for two or
three years because of the current rural crisis. I
do not think that has happened before where a
community is prepared to put up its own
money for somreone to counsel people in the
rural community. Such is the dilemma we have
in Australia and the crisis that rural Australia
finds itself in.

My final comments relate to plant variety
rights. That is one of the ways Australian
agriculture can find its way back on the com-
petitive world scene. If costs and charges are
not going to decrease, the only other option for
those on the land is to be more productive or to
grow a better variety or range of produce than

they are currently able 10 do. Australian
agriculture can take some credit for the ad-
vances we have made, but we are a world last
as far as plant variety rights are concerned. In
my view, prejudice has been the reason that
legislation has not been introduced before now.

Plant variety rights means a plant breeder is
able to protect his developments and tech-
niques with copyright and then offer these for
commercial sale. In my view that happens to be
a most important advancement.

I wish to quote briefly from two documents.
The first is by Professor Dr Joseph Straub of
Cologne. He is a professor with the Max Planck
Institute of Plant Breeding. He said-

When considering this almost continu-
ous rise it is important to remember that
the cultivated area has remained about the
same, i.e. production per unit area has
risen by about 50 per cent in 15 years. In
western Europe things are much the same
as far as wheat is concerned, and our
knowledge of changes in yield goes back
much further. In the years around 1775
about 700 kg was harvested per hectare,
whilst around 1850 this was 1600 kg, an
increase due mainly to growing clover
within the crop rotation system. From
1885 onwards the y ield-per- hectare curve
rises sharply, having a value of 3000 be-
tween 1920 and 1930 and reaching 4550 in
1975.

My verbal advice is that cereal production
yield was over 5000 kilograms per hec tare in
1986. Australian farmers have not had access
to that type of development. An Australian
farmer who was getting five bags in a good crop
40 years ago is still basically getting five bags in
a good crop today. With costs rising as they are,
unless that farmer is able to increase his re-
turns, he will run into problems. That seems to
be a problem for all farmers around the world
as they become more efficient. They have ac-
cess to better varieties and they are able to
increase their yields quite dramatically.
Australian farmers must understand this and
realise that the world will keep on increasing its
production levels.

Australian farmers have three options: They
can gel out; find ways of reducing their on-farm
costs; or find alternative methods or modes of
production that will be a saving to them. I be-
lieve the third option is their only option. It is
important to ensure that technology assists
Australian farmers.
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Many technological advances and develop-
ments have been made around the world. A
winier wheat has been developed that remains
dormant in the northern winter, but at the first
sign of spring, the wheat progresses dramati-
cally. In recent months salt-tolerant wheat has
been introduced and is being supplied to
Pakistan and India. Those countries will be
able to develop new cereal crops ink future.
They will become less dependent on traditional
markets such as Australia.

Australian agriculture is going through a
rough time, but it will go through a crisis
period over the next five or seven years in my
view because world food production will not
decrease, it will increase. It will increase with
more sophisticated methods. Australians have
lost that level of sophistication and technology.
They may use big tractors pulling around huge
pieces of equipment, but unless they produce
more per hectare, and until they grow two
plants where they once grew one, they will not
be in the race with other parts of the world.
That I believe is a critical and crucial factor.

I think it is very important that the Federal
Government has introduced legislation in re-
lation to plant variety rights. I hope it will be
passed, but there is widespread opposition
from all sections of the political spectrum to its
introduction in Australia. Unless Australia is
given the opportunity to gain the new techno-
logical advancements that other countries have
gained, then we will stay in the wilderness and
our farmers will be disadvantaged. Dale
Sinsbury, the agricultural liaison officer with
the State universities and land grant colleges in
the USA in an article he prepared compared
the new developments associated with plant
variety rights with what used to happen. The
final comments he made were in answer to a
question he had posed: "Were grandmother's
tomatoes any better?" He said that they were
but only in the three months when she could
grow them, only when she did not lose her crop
to other diseases, and only when she was satis-
fied with a yield that is less than one-third of
what gardeners produce today. He said that
feeding the world in the 1 980s and not grand-
ma's world is our challenge now. That is part of
the exercise with the development of plant var-
iety rights.

Jonathan Swift, in Gulitver's Travels said-
And he gave it for his opinion, that who-

ever could make two ears of corn or two
blades of grass to grow upon a spot of
ground where only one grew before, would
deserve better of mankind, and do more

(142)

essential service to his country than the
whole race of politicians put together.

That is a very salient point. Australia is missing
out on these technological advances and the
rest of the agricultural world is leaving us be-
hind. That is part of the reason that our mar-
kets are not selling overseas.

My final point is that I believe the State
Government has an opportunity to influence a
very dramatic change to the mining policies of
Western Australia. I believe various political
panics should completely review their policies
in relation to ownership of mineral rights. I
have said that agriculture is suffering an in-
creasing dilemma and I do not believe that
advancing technology will alleviate the di-
lemma in the short term. The time has come
for the States to give up their mineral rights
which they have so zealously guarded for the
last 155 years. All minerals have been the prop-
erty of the Crown in that time. I believe the
time has come for us to review that situation.
The argument will be advanced that the States
will lose millions of dollars in royalties. I be-
lieve, however, that the States are capable of
charging levies to recoup those losses. On the
other hand, private property owners should be
given the incentive to go out and sell their new-
found opportunities in mineral rights. One can
argue whether it is better for the State to have
full control of the wealth or whether that
wealth should be enjoyed and available to the
average person. I believe that is important and
I support the private property owner. The
Government has already allowed de facto min-
eral rights to Aboriginal people. Mining
companies now wanting to enter or cross Abor-
iginal leasehold land need to receive per-
mission and, in many cases, that pernission is
only granted at a financial cost.

That is the position with respect to leasehold
land, but with respect to private land there is a
move to take away from farmers their right to
veto mining. I will work towards changing the
laws of the land to ensure that the freehold
property owner has mineral rights. The intro-
duction of plant variety rights is important to
the future of agriculture as producers face the
year 2000 and beyond. More important in the
short term is the opportunity for freehold prop-
erty owners to have mineral rights. That con-
cession would certainly be well justified.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga-Treasurer)
[1.30 am.]: I would like to deal with some of
the points raised by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and some of the other speakers during
their contributions to this debate, but I will not
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touch upon the electorate matters that a num-
ber of speakers have raised, or some of the
other more specialist points that people with a
very expert and professional knowledge have
made-such as those made by the member for
Vasse with respect to the dairy industry. Obvi-
ously I would not seek to argue about the need
to develop the expertise to design new gener-
ation light aircraft. Those points are interesting
ones raised by different members, and I am
sure that they will be taken on board by the
respective Ministers and attended to in due
course.

Firstly, I will look at the expenditure per-
formance of the present Government and con-
trast it with that of our predecessors, It is my
view-it is supported by the facts-that the
present Government has been far more frugal
in expenditure terms than were the Court and
O'Connor Governments. In the nine years of
the Court and O'Connor Governments, total
Consolidated Revenue Fund expenditure grew
at an annual average rate of 17 per cent. By
contrast, in the four Budgets of the present
Government, the average annual increase in
expenditure has been just nine per cent. Those
percentages are unadjusted for changes in the
value of money. if we convert those increased
expenditure statistics into constant dollars, we
find that the expenditure restraint of the
present Government is even more impressive.
Under the Court and O'Connor Governments
the annual average increase in expenditure in
constant dollars was 4.9 per cent, while under
the present Government it is less than half of
that 4.9 per cent. Thus the contrast is that of 17
per cent as to nine per cent in money terms,
and 4.9 per cent as to less than half of that
percentage in constant dollar or real terms.

A number of speakers have raised the matter
of the increase in employment in Government
service in this State as reflected in Australian
Bureau of Statistics figures. It is disturbing that
Opposition members-particularly the mem-
ber for Mt L-awley who is not here-are pre-
pared to be so dishonest about their
presentations. As I will demonstrate to the Par-
liament this evening, the figures used by both
the Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Mt Lawley are simply incorrect and mis-
leading. The Leader of the Opposition and the
member for Mt Lawley highlighted what they
claimed to be a big increase in the number of
State Government employees.

The Leader of the Opposition produced a
graph to show that in February 1980 there were
105 800 State Government employees; in

February 1983, 107 800; and in February 1986,
119 400. What the Leader of the Opposition
did not explain is that the figures he quoted for
February 1983 and February 1986 are not com-
patible or comparable because there was a dras-
tic revision in the survey methodology and a
widening of the definit ion of Government em-
ployees to include Government employees in
forestry and services to agriculture from the
June quarter in 1983,

Neither the Leader of the Opposition nor the
member for Mt Lawley-who were just two of
the members to use those figures-bothered to
qualify their contribution with that constraint
of honesty that would have led them to refer to
the drastic change in methodology. In particu-
lar, the Leader of the Opposition made a point
of comparing the February 1983 figure with the
February 1986 figure. That was the figure that
went from 107 00Dmi 198 3to 119 000Di 1986.
However, if we adjust the February 1986 figure
to take into account the change in method-
ology-that is, make the 1986 figure reflect the
consistent basis that was used in the 1983 fig-
ure, using the linking factor that the Australian
Bureau of Statistics provides-the 1986 figure
red uces from 11 9000 to 114 000. The Leader
of the Opposition failed to say that there had
been that dramatic change in methodology, but
we are not so reticent about that.

We used the Australian Bureau of Statistics
linking factor to reduce the figure quite
legitimately from 119 000 to 114 000 in round
figures. On that basis, using the Leader of the
Opposition's comparison of the 1983 figure
with the 1986 figure, we see that the growth in
State Government employment on an annual
basis has been 1.9 per cent. That is the accu-
rate, truthful figure, according to the Australian
Bureau of Statistics figures. Because they are
ABS figures, they include people who work at
universities and colleges of advanced education
which are funded by the Commonwealth. How-
ever, we will leave them in place as they are
consistently included. I say again that the 1986
figure of 119 000 properly adjusted-not by
the Leader of the Opposition but by the
Government in accordance with figures
provided by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
in order to maintain a constant basis for calcu-
lation-becomes 114 000 roundly. That rep-
resents an annual average increase of 1.9 per
cent.

By comparison, over the term of the previous
Court and O'Con nor Governments, State
Government employment grew from 85 200 in
February 1974 to 107 800 in February 1983.
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That represented an average annual growth
rate of 2.6 per cent. Not only are the Leader of
the Opposition and the member for Mt Lawley
wrong, but in Government the Liberals were
responsible for an average annual growth rate
that was 0.7 of one per cent higher than that in
the period of the present Government. If mem-
bers make allowance for the three per cent re-
duction that we intend to implement in the
period to 1 July 1987, it will be obvious to
them that the disparity between the perform-
ance of the two Governments is even greater.

Let us scotch the figures used by the Leader
of the Opposition once and for all. He used the
wrong figures and did not bother to adjust
them to obtain a consistent basis for compari-
son. I will leave aside what was said by the
member for Mt Lawley because he rabbits on
about things without even knowing it. We can
see that if the adjustments that he failed to
make are made, the increase in the number of
employees in Government service is less on an
annual average increase basis than it was dur-
ing the period of the Court and O'Connor
Governments. Thus expenditure is much less
under our Government in terms of increasing
amounts allocated in each year's Budget, and
the number of employees is smaller in the in-
crease that is added to the State's payroll each
year.

In his speech the~ Leader of the Opposition
made the statement that the number of
Government employees would increase. He
said, "the Government payroll increased by
$220 million, that is, $760 for every family in
Western Australia." He said that of course all
this has to be paid for in high levels of taxation.
In fact, the increase in the Government's pay-
roll would be only $120 million after adjusting
for the widening of* the definition referred to
earlier. The Leader of the Opposition was
wrong again. Moreover, the growth in Govern-
ment employment under the current Govern-
ment has been around the corresponding
growth in population and could not therefore
be said to be-excessive.

This year we anticipate that the growth in
this State's population will be around two per
cent, and recognising that services such as
health, education, and law enforcement need to
be provided for the additional population, it is
natural, in fact exceedingly frugal, to think or
to understand that the average annual increase
in Government employment is only 1.9 per
cent.

To say that State taxation, which accounts
for only 23 per cent of the total estimated re-
ceipts in 1986-87, must bear the brunt of
funding increased Government employment,
ignores the fact that most of the State's revenue
comes from the Commonwealth; and the
amount received from the Commonwealth is
linked to population.

The Leader of the Opposition, in an effort
that stunned the understanding of very ordi-
nary intellects like mine, simply ascribed to 23
per cent of the Budget the total cost of funding
all those things. I do not know how he could do
that except as a matter of convenience to suit
his own argument. To say that the 23 per cent
proportion of the Budget raised by State taxes
and charges bears the total cost of these
increased employees' wages is wrong and mis-
leading. The Leader of the Opposition should
have known better.

When we talk about Commonwealth rev-
enue, the Leader of the Opposition made a
number of references to the level of Common-
wealth funding the State has received including
the two to three per cent real increase in gen-
eral revenue assistance in 1986-87. However,
in the four years to 1986-87, Commonwealth
payments to the State for recurrent purposes
have grown by only one per cent in real terms,
which are less than our population growth rate.
As Commonwealth payments account for
nearly 50 per cent of total State revenues, it is
easy to see that the onus has been placed on the
present Government to find alternative sources
of revenue to maintain services to the com-
munity and reduce expenditure where possible.

The Leader of the Opposition, Of Course,
failed to acknowlege the fact that Prior to 1986-
87, in real terms there was an increase of only
one per cent per capita in Commonwealth rev-
enue.

Mr MacKinnon: Did you claim in your June
statement that it was because of the Common-
wealth cutback that you had to make these in-
creases?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It was for a number of
reasons. That was pant of the-reason.

Mr MacKinnon: You did not mention the
previous years. This is the first time you have
mentioned it.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have mentioned this
on many occasions, and I have referred to the
fact that had we not had the cutbacks two years
ago, we would have had many more millions of
dollars than we have at present. But the Com-
monwealth gave a one per cent real increase
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guarantee when it confiscated from the State its
rightful share.

The Leader of the Opposition made many
mistakes in elementary calculations. The Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition might have made
them, but the member for Nedlands never
would have done so, with his business back-
ground. The Leader of the Opposition quoted a
number of figures in relation to collections
from State taxation, and he compared real per
capita tax collections in the last four years of
the Court and O'Connor Governments with
real per capita tax collections in the four years
of the present Government. However, the
Leader of the Opposition did not tell the whole
story. He ignored the fact, for example, that in
1982-83, the final year in which a Budget was
introduced by a Liberal Government, a deficit
of $14.2 million was recorded, which clearly
acted to reduce the increase in real per capita
taxation collections for the period 1979-80 to
1982-83, and correspondingly increased the
real taxation collections per capita in the four
years to 1986-87. The Leader of the Opposition
failed to either note or mention that fact.

Mr MacKinnon: What was the impact per
head before that?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am not sure what it
would have been. That is when the magical
money managers on the other side left the State
in the red. The paragons of financial and econ-
omic management on the Opposition side
almost had the liquidators called in. The Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition can giggle if he
likes-he is more used to asking questions
about massage parlours; but I will talk to the
member for Nedlands who has some expertise
in these matters.

Mr Court: I want to know why you
accumulated $70 million.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: We are doing what the
member for Nedlands' dad said we should-
spending the money in the year after it is raised
so that we know what it is.

Mr Court: You kept it for two years.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: In that case we are

making doubly sure.
Mr Court: That is a flippant thing to say.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Does the member for

Nedlands want us to bring it into account?
Mr Court: Why raise new taxes and the like

with $70 million in the bank?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Before comparing the

real per capita taxation performance of the
Governments, bearing in mind that I have

already mentioned one-the deficit which was
definitely ignored-it would be more appropri-
ate to compare like with like; that is, the first
four years of the Court Government with the
first four years of the Burke Government. We
will do that because it is a comparable basis,
rather than to pick four years which suit the
Opposition and compare them with another
four years or nine years.

In addition, the Leader of the Opposition
adjusted the 1986-87 collections for the effect
of the establishment of the transport trust fund.
However, this is questionable as the fuel fran-
chise levy has never formed part of the State
taxation collections and was not included in
the taxation figures of the previous Govern-
ment. The Leader of the Opposition con-
veniently left out in his calculations of his own
Government's performance the fuel levy re-
ceipts, but included them in his calculation of
our tax raising. That is fairly quaint.

Mr Clarko: A bit like your $50 million to the
diamond project.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That was another
glaring case of the Leader of the Opposition
triple-counting. A man as highly qualified as
the member for Karrinyup could not miss this
point: To include in our tax raising the fuel
levy but not to include it in the Liberal Govern-
ment's figure is a trifle unfair.

Mr MacKinnon: If that is what happened.
We must take your word for it.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is saying that if it happened, it
is unfair.

Mr MacKinnon: You must compare like
with like.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition would know if he had listened
to his leader, but there was no-one here except
me and I was only in the Chamber as a matter
of courtesy after I found out what he was
talking about. I listened to his speech.

Mr Clarko: It is nice of you to be courteous.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am courteous as a
general rule.

He did not include the fuel franchise levy in
the taxation figures for the previous Govern-
ment, but he should have. Taking these things
into account, a comparison of the relative tax-
ation performance would show an increase of
$61 a head for the first four years of the pre-
vious Liberal Government compared with $77
a head for the first four years of the present
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Government. So in effect $61 per head is in
advance of the previous Liberal Government.

If one looks at the total revenue expenditure,
this Government's fiscal performance has been
superior to that of the previous Court and
O'Connor Governments. Overall growth in
CRE revenue has been reduced during the four
years of the present Government compared
with the Court and O'Connor Governments.
The total CRE revenue has been increased at
an average rate of only 1.5 per cent for the last
four years, compared with an annual average
real increase of 4.9 per cent during the nine
years of the Court and O'Connor Govern-
ments. After an adjustment of the basis used by
the Leader of the Opposition for the change of
accounting arrangements for payroll tax and
the fuel franchise levy, real CRF revenue has
still increased by less than half the growth rate
recorded during the period of the Court and
O'Connor Governments.

In addition, the comparisons made by the
Leader of the Opposition do not take account
of the fact that during the period of the present
Government the economy has expanded more
rapidly than during the period of the Court and
O'Connor Governments. Previous Liberal
Governments have contributed to stagnation.

Everyone remembers what was happening
with Malcolm Fraser and Sir Charles Court at
the helms of their respective ships of State. The
economy was in ruins.

Mr Clarko: Are you looking at the last year? I
suppose you are ignoring the others.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No, l am looking at the
whole lot.

Mr Clarko: Under the Court Government for
most of the time it was tremendous.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It was a shabby, awful
effort. The member knows that as well as I do.

Mr MacKinnon: Nobody believes that-not
even you.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The economy of this
State is going very well. The national economy
is in far better shape than it was when Malcolm
Fraser left it.

Mr MacKinnon: Have you looked at the
value of the Australian dollar?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That does not mean the
economy is performing badly.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I really think members

are a little mean in not acknowledging the
many good things which the Federal Govern-

ment has done. The economy is far healthier
than it was with Howard and Fraser. It is diffi-
cult, because the worst performing State,
Queensland, is travelling so badly that it brings
down the average. But even with Queensland,
the economic indicators are better under
Hawke than under Fraser.

Do members remember what it was like
under Eraser? They did not even vote Liberal.
Are they honestly saying they voted for Fraser?

Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member is one of

the few people I have ever heard admit that he
voted for Fraser.

Mr Lightfoot: The first time he was in power
he had record numbers; a record majority. The
second time he had another record majority.

Mr Clarko: What was the interest rate then?
It was eight per cent instead of 18 percent.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: A shocking situation!
Members are apologists for Malcolm Fraser
and John Howard. That is a shocking thing to
say.

Mr Lightfoot: I voted for him; so did most
other Australians.

Mr Hodge: You are not admitting it now.
Mr Lightfoot: You did too.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Voted for whom?
Mr Lightfoot: For Malcolm Fraser.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Is the member talking

to me?
Mr Lightfoot: You are on your feet.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I think members op-

posite are getting further and further into the
net. Howard and Fraser wrecked this nation's
economy and brought it to its knees.

Mr Trenorden: I agree with that.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: There is one voice of

sanity on the other side. The member voted for
Fraser, did he not?

Mr Trenorden: Yes, I did.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member is sorry

now, is he not?-
Mr Lightfoot: You said you did not know

anyone who voted for him.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I said there is a voice of

sanity on the other side.
Mr Trenorden: Most people will agree with

that, but he followed Whitlam who was a disas-
ter. Fraser was a disaster. Now Hawke is a
disaster.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: Now the member
wants to put Howard back in.

Mr Trenorden: Did I say that?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: All I am saying is that

at least the member has the honesty to say that
Fraser was a disaster. He had a majority one
could not jump over it was so big, but what did
he do? He wrecked the economy and set
Australian against Australian.

Mr Lightfoot: He picked up the mess
Whitlam left.

Mr Trenorden: Whitlam wrecked the econ-
omy and Fraser picked it up.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Members cannot blame
Whitlam for ever.

Mr Lightfoot: Why not? It seems reasonable
to me.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am not saying I have
the member's experience in many areas, but I
have been here a little longer. I was here when
the member's party left the coalition because
they did not give that much for the farming
people. The same strains are starting to emerge
now, as the member knows. Any honest man
will admit that.

Mr MacKinnon: We are not in coalition.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Why are you not in

coalition?
Mr MacKinnon: Because we prefer to work

in a partnership relationship as we are now. It
is working very well.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Let us be honest; mem-
bers hate each other. They hate the mem~bers'
leader. It is terrible.

Mr Trenorden: Is there no problem in your
party?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for
Morley-Swan shows a certain amount of inde-
pendence from time to time, but apart from
that there is no problem over here.

Mr Clarko: Things look a bit untidy.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I really think there is a

significant problem over there between the
country and the city pushes. It is very
interesting to watch. I have tried to show that
the Leader of the Opposition was responsible
for a fairly shoddy effort. It was tatty,' but it
was streets ahead of some of the other contri-
butions. The member for Avon made a reason-
able contribution, but no-one remembers what
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition spoke
about. The member for Nedlands spoke about
the new generation aeroplanes, and even if one
were not here, one would remember the nmem-

ber for Moore spoke about the war, God, and
the Queen.

Mr Crane: I beg you pardon, I did not men-
tion God or the Queen.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Well, we know he
spoke about the war again. I was not being
rude; I was trying to point out that that is the
constant thread which runs through his
speeches. He tosses in things like the Jurien
boat harbour which we built, and the Lancelin
jetty which has not been finished. Apart from
that he nornally touches upon things con-
cerned with national pride and things like that.

Mr Crane: There is nothing wrong with
national pride.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member is taking
me up the wrong way. HeI seems to be on the
defensive. I am not being critical, I am just
saying that contributions from the other side
were a bit uneven.

Mr Crane: I thought I gave some of your
people a bit of praise.

Mr Clarko: That is the uneven bit.
Mr Crane: I will not take it back because I

meant it.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: It was appreciated. I

was just getting to the point where it was very
interesting to compare the performances of the
different Governments. Members opposite are
critical of the Hawke Government, which has
presided over record growth rates in the econ-
omy.

Mr Lighfoot: Record disasters!
Mr Crane: It is a growth in the deficit.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The real GDP has

increased at a dramatic rate. There have been
record profits.

Mr Court: Bob White of Westpac says it is
the worst the economy has been for 46 years.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Did Westpac make a
profit of $306 million?

Mr Clarko: How much is $300 million in
relation to its turnover?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know. It made
a record profit last year but an increase of only
two per cent this year. In any case, I have no
doubt its belly is right against its backbone.

Let us look at the nine-year period of the
Liberal Government. Members must remem-
ber that that period coincided largely with
Malcolm Fraser's time in office. During that
time the economy in this country grew at an
average rate of 2.2 per cent
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Mr Court: What was the growth in Western
Australia during that period?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: In Western Australia
during the time of the Court and O'Connor
Governments it was 2.2 per cent.

Mr Court: You said Australia-wide.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: There are no State

GDP figures. Not even second-board high
flyers like the member for Nedlands have State
GDP figures.

Mr MacKinnon: I beg to differ. You quoted
State GDP figures last year, but when I asked
you where they were from, you could not tell
me.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I did not quote State
GDP figures. If I did, they were national fig-
ures. By contrast, in the first three years of the
present Government, with these outstanding
Ministers-

Several members inteijected.
Mr Court: They are either not here or they

are asleep.
The SPEAKER: Order! These inteijections

are becoming far too disorderly.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Under this team of

dedicated, able, young, energetic, and person-
able-

Mr MacKinnon: Invisible!
Mr Clarko: That is the end of your free crays.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for
Karrinyup talks in fiddles.

Mr Clarko: Your Minister for Agriculture
wrote to the fishermen and said they were
gutless.

An Opposition member: He is fairly relaxed
about it at the moment, though.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I would not even wake
him up to ask him, on the strength of some-
thing the member for Karrinyup has said.

Mr Clarko: All you will get for Christmas
dinner will be salted herring at the Mosman
Bay tearooms. You say you are going so well,
but that is an example of where you are not
going well.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: At the Mosman Bay
tearooms? We do not expect to win the seat of
Cottesloe at the next election. The member for
Karrinyup has made a devastatingly disarming
point.

Mr Clarko: Do you think you are going quite
well at the Mosman Bay tearooms?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know how we
are going there, but I am trying to get these
GDP figures out. When members hear them,
everyone will know why the Opposition is try-
ing to shut me up and gag me.

The figure was 2.2 per cent under the mem-
ber for Nedland's dad, Malcolm, and John. For
the three years of the Labor Government, in
the first year there was 5.4 per cent growth in
the GDP; and I remind members that we cut
the deficit in that first year. Howard left a defi-
cit of $9 billion or $11 billion and we pulled it
back to around $7 billion.

Several members inteijected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have always believed

in giving credit where is due, but it is very hard
to win over the Opposition.

In the second year of Labor Government the
growth in GDP was 4.4 per cent-still double
the growth under the Liberal Government.

Mr Clarko: Did the world economy pick up
then?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for
Karrinyup should not start on that line. He
argues the world economy, and someone else
argues the Whitlam Government.

In the third year of the Labor Government
the growth in GDP was 3.7 per cent. So for
those three years the rates of growth were 5.4
per cent, 4.4 per cent, and 3.7 per cent. And
what has the Opposition done? It has set
records-record bankruptcies! All its mates
were jumping off the cliff.

Mr Trenorden: With all due respect, I would
not talk about bankruptcy until after the next
12 months.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: How can I give figures
for the next 12 months? Members cannot con-
tradict the figures I have given.

Mr Clarko: Your budget is an estimate too; it
is a forecast.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I did not leave the State
with a $14 million deficit.

Mr Williams: Neither did we.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The present Opposition

members might not have done so. The Oppo-
sition ditched its leader, as it does with monot-
onous regularity, but it is the Opposition's re-
sponsibility. It was $14 million in the red.

Mr Clarko: What about the Federal Labor
Government? It was $20 billion in the red in
three years. The highest-ever deficit before that
was $4.5 billion-that was our record. The
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Labor Government's first deficit was $8
billion, then $7 billion, then $6 billion.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: And we all know what
happened. By the time Howard and Fraser
scuttled the ship it was not $4 billion but $11I
billion. We had net outflows of people from the
country.

A Government member: John Stone wrote a
memo about the $11 billion.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is right. His
memo said "I have to tell you that the mob that
just left secretly was going to have a fire sale
and sell the country." The Opposition does not
have credibility. It needs to rule a line and start
afresh. It should not argue; it should not sup-
port Fraser and Howard. Howard will not take
the Opposition anywhere. Federally the Labor
Party has been in the doldrums, but the Oppo-
sition cannot get into the starter's hands be-
cause of its leader. He dots not appeal even to
the Opposition here. How many members op-
posite support John Howard? Two! Two sup-
port John Howard. Good God, that is two
more than in the Federal Parliament. We all
support John Howard on this side!

Even 1, when I go to the football, do not like
to see people with a Swan Districts scarf in one
pocket and a Perth scarf in the other pocket,
who watch the scoreboard and support the
team that is winning. The first lesson the Oppo-
sition must learn in its fight back to success is
loyalty. John Howard has his shortcomings,
and I cannot imagine John Howard as Prime
Minister of this country, but he is not my
leader, he is the leader of members opposite.

Mr Clarko: What about Colin Jamieson and
Ron Davies, if we are talking about loyalty?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not see how a past
leader has anything to do with a present leader.

Mr Clarko: That is about loyalty, and that is
what you are talking about.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Only in the way in
which Ray O'Connor has something to do with
loyalty. Those changes have been made. I am
talking about the Opposition's present leader-
not its State leader, because we know the score
there. How does the Opposition expect to win
if it is not, to a man, behind John Howard?

Mr Clarko: We will win anyway.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: This is awful-it is a

shocker.
Mr Court: Were you disappointed-
Mr BRIAN BURKE:. The member for

Nedlands is trying to trick me, but I have been
around too long to fatl into his traps.

Mr Court: Were you disappointed that
Keating didn't come here to speak on Tuesday?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will answer in a min-
ute when I have had a chance to think around
the member's question. He is not always what
be appears to be.

Mr Mac]Kinnon: He won't answer the ques-
tion.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will worry about the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition too, because
he is really into substance; he is much too
weighty. Some of the issues he raises indicate
he should be at the United Nations.

Unemployment is an interesting thing to
look at.

Mr Trenorden: Not for the unemployed.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: But if we are judging

Governments we should look at the member's
record in terms of the unemployed-not the
member, I do not blame him. His lot can put
their hands down. But during the period of the
Court and O'Connor Governments, the num-
ber of people unemployed increased by in ex-
cess of four-fold-four times-400 per cent.
That was the record of members opposite. How
many lives did those Governments destroy?
How many families did they break up?

Mr Clarko: Compare like with like.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I did not want to gloss

over this but I have other interesting things to
mention. In the three years to February
1983-comparing like with like, which is what
the member for. Karrinyup wan ts-

Mr Clarko: Compare the proper times. If the
Court Government was there for eight years,
compare how many years it was better than
yours.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Those Governments
were never better than us in any year.

Mr Clarko: We led Australia by having the
lowest unemployment rate.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member is deter-
mined to stop me speaking, but I will not be
shut up.

Mr Clarko: I bet you'll be quiet in five min-
utes.

Mr Pearce:I wouldn't bet too heavily on that.
I would count heads before I made that predic-
tion.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: 1 am trying to compare
like with like-a three-year period from
February 1983 and a three-year period up to
February 1983. Employment in the three years
of our period in Government from 1983 to
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1986 increased by 12.1 per cent, or 68 600. In
the three years of the Court and O'Connor
Governments immediately before then the in-
crease in employment was only five per cent.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not want to hear

any more interjections during the next three
minutes.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am trying to answer
every point raised by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. I thought that was what I was supposed
to do in answering the debate. In the process
we have discovered serious structural
weaknesses in the Opposition in this Parlia-
ment. Some Opposition members support Mr
Howard; most do not.

Mr Lightfoot: What has that to do-
The SPEAKER: Order! Pay attention to what

I say.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Some members op-

posite think Mr Fraser was a teriffic Prime
Minister; at least one thinks he was a disaster.

We have proved to the satisfaction of mem-
bers opposite that we have outperformed the
Court and O'Connor Governments; that has
clearly emerged.

Mr MacKinnon: To your satisfaction.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Point of Order
Mr MacKINNON: I seek your guidance, Mr

Speaker. I understand your direction about in-
terjections, but in the past you have indicated
they are okay as long as the member on his feet
is prepared to answer interjections, and the
Treasurer has indicated consistently through
his speech he is, and it seems a little unfair that
we are not allowed to interject in an orderly
fashion.

The SPEAKER: There is no such thing as an
orderly interjection.

Debate Resumed
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have a lot of other

facts here under different headings. One is
"State charges" and that shows how much we
have-relieved families in this State-of the in-
creases to which they became accustomed
under the Court and O'Connor Governments.
Do members opposite not remember the SEC
charges increasing under Mr Mensaros?

Mr MacKinnon: They remember yours.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: We did not do too
badly at the State election. We almost won the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition's seat.

Mr MacKinnon: You didn't do too badly in-
creasing electricity charges.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Or increasing our vote
in the Deputy Leader of the Opposition's area.
In the years when the Opposition was in
Government the increases were as much as 26
per cent.

I also have a heading "Other issues" and that
lists a whole lot of things that show that the
Leader of the Opposition floundered in a con-
fused way when he spoke about things like the
inflation rate, increases in taxation, and Com-
monwealth payments to the States.

But the time is late and I do not want to use
up all my time. I commend the Bill to the
House and say to members of the Opposition
that loyalty is the first lesson on the road back
to the Treasury benches. I am just glad that
John Howard was not here tonight to hear
some of the things members opposite had to
say about him.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AMENDMENT
BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
MODIFICATION BILL

Order Discharged

On motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the
House), resolved-

That Order of the Day No. 27 be
discharged from the Notice Paper.

House adjourned at 2.18 a.m. (Thursday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WATER POLICE
Headquarters:- Costs

1735. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(1) What is the total amount of money to

be spent on the development of the
water police headquarters by the State
Government?

(2) What is the total cost of the project?
(3) What are the contractual arrange-

ments under which the facility is being
built?

(4) Will he table in the House-
(a) the recommendations made by

the Police Commissioner with re-
spect to likely locations of the
water police facility;

(b) the Environmental Protection
Authority report with respect to
the Harvest Road site?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) and (2) The contract price for the con-

struction of the facility is $1 073 994.
(3) Clough Engineering Group has been

contracted to build the facility.
(4) (a) No; the Parliament has previously

been informed of the Com-
missioner of Police's recom-
mendation;

(b) the member's request has been re-
ferred to the Minister for En-
vironment for his attention and
direct response.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Mundijong: Commitment

1812. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Relating to his commitment at a pub-

lic meeting at Mundijong to provide a
high school at Mundijong or Byfurd,
what progress has been made towards
that end?

(2) When can the citizens in these com-
munities expect a decision to be
taken?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The Education Department has

requested that the State Planning
Commission amend the metropolitan

region scheme to show a proposed
"public purposes" high school site of
approximately 10 hectares in Keirnan
Street, Mundijong.

(2) It is not expected that a decision will
be made in the near future. Any de-
cision will depend on student numbers
and funding.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Replacement Policy

1813. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Public Sector Management:
(1) Referring to the Government's

announced policy intention of not re-
placing 50 per cent of Government
employees retiring or resigning from
the Government service, what results
have been achieved by this policy?

(2) In addition, will he please give me the
results shown by statistics for-
(a) departments;
(b) commissions;
(c) agencies?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) The 50 per cent replacement

policy announced in 1983 ceased dur-
ing 1984, and subsequently the
Government has announced its inten-
tion to reduce the public sector by 3
per cent- It was a useful tool to pre-
vent the unbridled public sector
growth for which the previous
Government was responsible.
As indicated in the answer to question
1817, details on the targets are being
collated.

HOUSING LAND
Metropolitan Area

1815. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) (a) Relating to the available number

of vacant building lots in the
metropolitan region on which
homes could be built, will he
please let me have the number of
lots available in this category at
the latest date on which this infor-
mation is available;

(b) will he also let me know the
breakdown of this figure into
these lots being available in each

4522



[Wednesday, 19 November 1986]152

of the planning corridors south-
east, etc.?

(2) How many building lots in the metro-
politan region is each Government de-
partment or associate-Urban Lands
Council, Homeswest, Department of
Land Administration, Rural and In-
dustries Bank, and Western Australian
Development Corporation, etc.-
capable of producing from reserves of
housing land held, of an average hous-
ing lot size?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) (a) The total amount of single resi-

dential zoned vacant lots at 30
June 1986 in the metropolitan re-
gion is estimated to be 26 200
lots;

(b) the breakdown by planning corr-
dor of the above total is-
North-west-6 350
East-3 730
South-east-2 860
South-west-S 520
Urban core-7 740

(2) This information is not currently
available from the State Planning
Commission.

POPE JOHN PAUL 11
Visit: Cost

1823. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
Further to question 346 of 1986 con-
cerning the visit of Pope John Paul 11,
what Budget allocation, if any, has
been made for this purpose?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
There is no specific Budget allocation
for the papal visit.

HEALTH: REHABILITATION CENTRE
Melville: Government Purchase

1824. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has the-State Government-given con-

sideration to the purchase of the
Melville Rehabilitation Centre?

(2) If so, has an offer been made to the
Commonwealth Government for the
purchase of that property?

(3) What are the details of that offer?
(4) Has the offer yet been responded to by

the Commonwealth Government?

(5) If so, what was the nature of that re-
sponse?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I) Yes.

(2) No.
(3) to (5) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Canning Vale: Site Purchase

1825. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

With reference to question 1284 of
1986, if the Industrial Lands Develop-
ment Authority paid $47 000 for the
purchase of the Canning Vale primary
school site, why did the transfer docu-
ment which formally transferred the
land from the State Planning Com-
mission to the authority show the con-
sideration for this land as being only
$I?

Mr BRYCE replied:
The State Planning Commission was
the resuming authority, and as the In-
dustrial Lands Development Auth-
ority had previously paid the compen-
sation to the Public Works Depart-
ment, the transfer was only an admin-
istrative action.

STRATA TITLES ACT
Review

1826. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has the Government initiated a re-

view of the Strata Titles Act?
(2) If so, who is carrying out that review?

(3) If the review is not yet under way,
when will it commence?

(4) When is it anticipated the review will
be completed?

(5). When can it be anticipated that legis-
lation resulting from the review will be
presented to the Parliament?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The Minister for Consumer Affairs

and I have instigated a joint depart-
mental review of the application of the
Act to the management of duplex
units.
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(2) The review team will be led by the
legal officer, Department of Consumer
Affairs, and consist of-

(a) the Strata Title Referee;

(b) a solicitor;
(c) an officer of the Department of

Land Administration.
(3) to (5) Work has commenced with sub-

missions being called from interested
organisations. Submissions will close
on 31 December with a view to
producing a report by the end of
February 1987. Further action will de-
pend upon the report.

HOUSING
Rental: Determination ofRents

1830. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(I) Does Homeswest have a different

price structure for rental of houses
in-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) South-West Land Division;
(c) North-West Land Division?

(2) If yes, on what basis are the rents de-
termined?

(3) If no to (1), is it considered that there
should be cheaper rates in country
areas to encourage use?

Mr WILSON replied:
I presume the member is referring to
full rents for houses and not rent-to-
income assessments which are based
on a tenant's capacity to pay. On this
basis the answers are-
(1) There is no general differential in

price strutture, although rents are
reduced in some specific locations
so as not to exceed "market"
rents having regard to the stan-
dard and location of the property.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) There is an inherent subsidy in

rental assessments for count ry
areas as the higher costs
associated with providing housing
in country areas are not reflected
in the State-wide cost rent struc-
ture on which rental assessments
are based.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Carnarvon: Guidance Officer

1832. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has he received a letter from the staff

of the Carnarvon Senior High School
expressing concern that no full-time
guidance officer was available for this
and other schools in the town during
1986?

(2) Is he also aware of the criticism that
has been expressed during the year by
me and the Parents and Citizens As-
sociation at the decision taken this
year to have guidance officers Visit
from Geraldion rather than having
one based in Carnarvon as in previous
years?

(3) Can he assure the people of
Carnarvon that a full-time guidance
officer will be appointed to the town
for 1987?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) A letter was received in my office on

t8 November 1986. However, the
matter was brought to my attention by
the Director General of Education,
who received a letter from the Parents
& Citizens Association in April this
year.

(2) Yes.
(3) Yes. The position has been advertised

and an officer recommended for that
position.

MOSSMAN PARK TEAROOMS

Approvals
1833. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for

Planning:
(t) Will he table the documents relating

to the preliminary approval issued in
respect of the 21 March 1986 plans
and the final approval dated 14
October 1986 for the Mosman Bay
tearooms development?

(2) If not, why does he refuse to table
these papers?

(3) As the Town of Mosman Park
received a copy of the original ap-
proval of 21 March 1986 on 26 March
1986, why did not the council receive
a copy of the approval given on 14
October?
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(4) Can the council expect to receive a
copy?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (4) 1 hereby table a copy of the MRS

form 2 approval issued by the State
Planning Commission on 21 March
1986. In October 1986, the Com-
mission accepted the current plans as
satisfying the conditions of the March
approval, and consequently no further
council approval was necessary.
(See paper No. 525.)

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
Funds: Release

1835. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:
(1) Has the Superannuation Hoard re-

leased funds from the State
superannuation scheme to private in-
dividuals or companies?

(2) If yes-
(a) at what rate of interest;
(b) what amounts;
(c) to whom?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The member's question is not under-
stood. However, if he can clarify the
information he is seeking, every effort
will be made to provide a reply.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Levels: Targets

1836. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Public Sector Management:
(1) Referring to question 1073 of 1986,

would he advise where in his Budget
speech he details any specific target
for the level of total State public sector
employment beyond I July 1986?

(2) Exactly what is that target?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) Page 7 of the Budget speech

clearly indicates that departments and
authorities are to be assigned end of
year staffing targets following an as-
sessment of existing and projected
vacancies and functional priorities.
As indicated in my response to ques-
tion 1548, individual departmental
targets are now being established in
conjunction with the Public Service
Board. Once targets are agreed, I

would be pleased to make the infor-
mation available.

HOUSING: TENANTS
Legislation: "Nit Maintenance"

1838. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will the proposed residential tenancy
legislation allow either the Govern-
ment or private landlords to put rental
properties onto "nil maintenance"?

Mr WILSON replied:

The residential tenancies legislation
will clearly delineate the respective
responsibilities of landlords and ten-
ants in the maintenance of premises.
Tenants will be required to keep
premises in a reasonable state of
cleanliness, notify the landlord of any
damage to the premises, and will be
responsible for any intentional or neg-
ligent damage to the premises. The
tenant will be vicariously responsible
for any act or 'admission by other per-
sons lawfully on the premises. In ad-
dition, special Provisions will deal
with the question of fixtures and
emergency repairs.
The landlord in turn will be required
to provide the premises in a reason-
able state of cleanliness, and provide
and maintain the premises in a
reasonable state of repair having re-
gard to their age, character, and pro-
spective life.

HEALTH

Osteopaths: Registration

1839. Mr SCHELL, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is it a fact that osteopaths do not have

to be registered in Western Australia?
(-2) Is he intending to introduce legislation

relating to osteopaths and, if so,
when?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) There are no immediate plans to do
so, but amendments to the Chiroprac-
tors Act are being considered, and this
will be examined in that context.
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COMMUNICATIONS: TELECOM

Part yline:, Concern

1843. Mr SCH-ELL, to the Premier:

(I) Is he aware that a number of people,
including one of his Cabinet col-
leagues, have expressed concern over
Telecom's Partyline service?

(2) Has he expressed an opinion to
Telecom on behalf of the Western
Australian Government about the
Partyline service?

(3) If yes to (2), what was that opinion?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) Yet.

(2) and (3) The Minister for Tourism
raised the matter with a local Telecom
official in September 1986 expressing
concern at the service. I endorse the
Minister's views.

TAXES AND CHARGES

Land Tax Inquiry: Members

1846. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Budget
Management:

(1) Who were the members of the inquiry
into land tax?

(2) When did the inquiry commence, and
when did it hand in its report?

(3) Would the Minister table the report?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The review was conducted by the
Treasury and State Taxation Depart-
ments on behalf of the Cabinet Budget
Committee.

(2) The Cabinet Budget Committee first
commenced examining certain issues
associated with land tax in November
1983. This led to a decision to under-
take a full-scale review of land tax.
The report was finalised and decisions
taken in time to enable announce-
ments to be made as part of the 1986-
87 Budget.

(3) No. The report is in the nature of ad-
vice to Government, and in the nor-
mal course of events is confidential to
Ministers.

TAXES AND CHARGES
Land Tax Inquiry: Submissions

1847. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Budget
Management:
(1) When did the inquiry into land tax ask

for submissions, and for what date?
(2) How many submissions have been

received by the inquiry?
(3) How was the invitation for sub-

missions advertised?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (3) The Government announced a

full-scale review in November 1984,
and submissions were received from
that date. Included with the 1985-86
land tax assessments was an invitation
from the Treasurer for those
interested to provide submissions or
comments. Submissions received until
early 1986 were considered.

(2) Thirteen detailed submissions were
received prior to the invitation from
the Treasurer for those interested to
provide comment. The number
received since that time would take
considerable time to research, as a
number of responses were combined
with comment on other matters.

SPORT AND RECREATION
Water-skiing: Ellendale Pool

1848. Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Is he aware of an application by the

Western Australian Water Ski Associ-
ation for the use of Ellendale Pool in
the Greenough Shire for water-skiing?

(2) If yes, what action is he taking?
(3) If not, will he have the matter

investigated?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) Yet. The application was made to the

Greenough Shire.
(2) To assist the Greenough Shire in its

deliberations on the application, the
shire sought comments from the De-
partment of Conservation and Land
Management. The advice provided by
the department is as follows-

The Ellendale Pool area is one of
the few areas where the rare and
endangered Peregrine Falcon is
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known to nest regularly. To date,
the nesting habits of these birds
have not been affected by the
passive recreational usage of this
area.

The introduction of more intrus-
ive recreation such as water-ski-
ing is likely to heighten stress
levels on these birds and this
usually leads to cessation of
breeding activity. This would be a
matter of great concern given the
status of Peregrine Falcons
throughout Australia and the rest
of the world.
To a lesser degree, the same argu-
ment holds for the many species
of waterfowl which use this water-
way. Stress levels determine
nesting success and eventually the
very factors such as abundant
wildlife and a peaceful natural lo-
cation which attract people to this
area, will become diminished.
This would indeed disadvantage
the large proportion of users of
the reserve area.

(3) Not applicable.

SPORT AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

Office: Geraldion
1849. Mr TUHBY, to the Minister for Sport

and Recreation:

When can I expect an answer to ques-
tion 1460 of 1986 concerning the De-
partment of Sport and Recreation
office in Geraldton, referred to him by
the Premier for answering?

Mr WILSON replied:

I have replied to the member by letter
dated 18 November 1986.

TOURISM COMMISSION OFFICE
Geratdton

1850. Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for
Tourism:

When can I expect an answer to ques-
tion 1459 of 1986 concerning the
Tourism Commission office in
Geraldton, referred to her by the
Premier for answering?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
This question has been answered in
writing as undertaken in the Premier's
response, and the member should re-
ceive my letter shortly.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER
EDUCATION
Farm Courses

1858. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Would he advise the courses and their

availability at the respective education
colleges and technical and further edu-
cation institutions for persons under-
taking-
(a) farm training,
(b) farm apprenticeships?

(2) How many persons have been enrolled
for farm apprenticeship courses in
each year and at each centre since
1984?

(3) (a) What is the unexpected enrol-
ment for 1987;

(b) is it intended that existing courses
will be expanded;

(c) if so, to what extent?
(4) If no to (3) (b), why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) (a) Certificate in Agriculture-GS,

Ge, TES, F
Diploma in Agriculture-TES
Associate Diploma in Agriculture
(in association with Muresk) Cer-
tificate in Agriculture Protec-
tion-TES
Diploma in Grain Husbandry-
TES
Certificate in Woolciassing-
TES, F
Various short courses-GS, Ge, F

Note:
GS - Great Southern College of

- TAPE, Albany~ -
Ge - Geraldton College of TAPE
TES - Technical Extension Ser-
vice
F - Fremantle College of TAPE

(b) Farming apprenticeship certifi-
cate course commenced 1986-
first year provided at Thornlie
College of TAPE I 987-pro-
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visions made for one each at
Great Southern and Geraldton

(2) Course commenced 1986 with 42 en-
rolments at Thornie.

(3) (a) It is assumed that the question
meant "expected" not
.,unexpected"-
15 at Great Southern and I5 at
Geraldton;

(b) yes;
(c) dependent upon funther demand

and availability of resources.
(4) Not applicable.

HOMESWEST
Expenditure Shortfall

1861. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Would he explain, of the

$232 774 000 proposed for expendi-
ture by the State Housing Commission
in the Capital Works programme for
the year ended 30 June 1986, what
were the reasons for a total expendi-
ture of $187 197 089, being a shortfall
in excess of $45 million in the same
financial year?

(2) Of the moneys not spent-
(a) how much was from Common-

wealth sources;
(b) under what category;,
(c) are those funds still available?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) and (2) The member will appreciate

that the nature of Homeswest activi-
ties in the building of homes and
financing of home loans is such that at
any time there is a commitment to
works in progress'and home loans ap-
proved but not settled. In this regard
the moneys not actually expended-
approximately $45 million-were
fully committed to works in progress
for housing construction, upgrading,
and home improvement, and for
home loan commitments not finalised
as at 30OJune 1986.
These funds are from various sources
including internal funds, and as they
were fully committed as at 30 June
1986, all Commonwealth and State
funds were made available as per the
approved Estimates of Expenditure.

HEALTH
Capital Works Programme: Expenditure

1862. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Would he explain tbe $81 188 000
proposed expenditure in the Capital
Works programme under Health for
the year ended 30 June 1986 respect-
ing those projects and those values
which were-
(a) commenced;
(b) in progress;
(c) completed;
(d) rejected;
(e) held in abeyance,
that led to an actual expenditure of
$74 346 000 in that financial year?

(2) Further to (1), how much of the funds
were available from Commonwealth
Government sources, and has that
amount been expended or is, pro rata,
still available?

(3) Further to (2), would he detail the

amounts involved?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) In respect to the question asked, the

following categories are applicable for
1985-86-

Proposed Actual
$000's *000's

(i) Commenced new
works

(ii) Works in progress
(iii) Completed works

9028
61 653
10507

6311
58916
9 863

Note: The above figures include proposed
$1 182 million and actual $0.744 million
in respect of projects where financial re-
sponsibility has been taken over by the
Authority for Intellectually Handicapped
Persons as from 1 January 1986. Expendi-
ture shown is that incurred by this depart-
meat up until that date.

(2) Works totalling $5 258 000 were
budgeted to be specifically funded
from Commonwealth sources during
1985-86. Actual expenditure against
this source was $3 506 000. The bal-
ance of the funds will be utilised as
part of the 1986-87 Capital Works
Programme.
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(3) Details of the items included in (2)
above are-

Details
Armadale-
Kelmscott health
centre

Psychiatric ser-
vices day centre

Bunbury
centre

health

Teaching hospi-
tal-capital equip-
ment require-
ments

Budget Actual

310 10

90 86

600 410

4258 3000

AMERICA'S CUP

Projects: Budget Funding

1863. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister
representing the Minister with special
responsibility for the America's Cup:

(1) Would the Minister detail the full ex-
tent of-

(a) projects;

(b) funds, from

(i) State;
(ii) Commonwealth,

sources for projects either completed
or under way associated with the
America's Cup in each State Budget
since 1984-85?

(2) Would he also detail those projects
and funding associated with the
America's Cup where local govern-
ment has funding assistance frm
either State or Commonwealth
Government sources?

(3) What is the total amount of funds pro-
jected to be spent on America's Cup
and associated projects in the 1986-87
Budget?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Following the member's previous
question on this matter to the
Premier, the Minister with special re-
sponsibility for the America's Cup has
advised that the information sought is
currently being extracted, and the
member will be advised in writing in
due course.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

BUILDING UNIONS SUPERANNUATION
SCHEME

Compulsory Membership

378. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

(1) In view of the Government's stated
policy in relation to the activities of
the BLF, and the introduction of
codes of conduct to regulate the activi-
ties of both the BLE and building em-
ployers, does the Government con-
demn action by a major employer re-
cently to require a subcontractor not
exclusively engaged in the building
and construction industry to join all of
his employees in the building unions
superannuation scheme?

(2) If details of this case were provided to
the Government, would it act against
the employer seeking to impose this
condition of a subcontract?

(3) Is this conduct consistent with the
codes of conduct or Government pol-
icy?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) to (3) 1 do not deal with hypothetical
propositions from the Opposition or
any other group.

The code of conduct that has been
imposed by the Government on the
building employers has been
applauded by the building employers
themselves. As recently as yesterday I
met with the MBA, which was very
forthright in its support of the actions
of the Government. In relation to the
BLE and the code of conduct, it is
interesting to note that I received from
the Commissioner of Industrial Re-
lations a report in accordance with the
Act, and I am told that not one em-
ployer has lodged a complaint about
the conduct of the BLF in this State.

In reply to the rest of the Leader of the
Opposition's question, it really is hy-
pothetical and it is inappropriate to
deal with it.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Telecom Partyline: Concern

379. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Premier:
Will the Government give consider-
ation to approaching Telecom with re-
spect to its Parryline?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied;
Yes. The Government intends to
make known to the Federal Govern-
ment, and hence to Telecom, its view
that the Partyline is a completely un-
acceptable and inappropriate service
to be made available, at least in its
present form.
It is all very well for people to argue
that the public generally does not have
to use the Partyline. The truth is that
it is in many cases obscenely used to
the detriment of young people in par-
ticular, and for no purpose other than
to make money for Telecom.
The State Government believes that
the Partyline is something that should
not continue-that it should be com-
pletely rethought, and in the mean-
time be discontinued. From all the re-
ports I have had about the Partyline
and the sorts of things it is being used
for, they are things that most parents
would not allow their children to be
involved in and certainly would not
approve of the involvement of adults
in most cases. If we are to have a so-
ciety with any sort of decency, it is my
view that it is a society that would be
against the Partyline in its present
form, and I intend to make that
known to the Prime Minister.

BUILDERS LABOURERS FEDERATION
Office Staff Membership

380. Mr MacKYNNON, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) Is the Minister aware that a major in-

ternational company sought to move
its offices from a city building to the
newly-completed Forrest Centre last
weekend, and that when its office staff
arrived at the Forrest Centre they
were confronted by the BLF represen-
tatives and told they would be
required to join the BLF?

(2) Is the Minister further aware that as a
result of this conduct by the BLE
approximately eight office staff mem-

bers of the business corporation were
forced to join the BLE to allow the
office removal to be completed, and
that this was accomplished by a
company officer signing an IOU in re-
spect of the membership subscriptions
of those eight office workers?

(3) If details of this case were provided to
the Government, would it act against
the BLF by referring the matter either
to the industrial authorities or to the
police?

(4) Is this conduct consistent with the
codes of conduct, or Government pol-
icy?

Mr PETER DOW DING replied:
(1) to (4) 1 repeat what I said in my

answer to the question raised by the
Leader of the Opposition. The ques-
tion asked by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is a Little Miss Echo
question.
The matter has not been drawn to my
attention.

OBSERVATION CITY
Staff Union Actions

381. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

(1) Is the Minister aware that at the hotel
within Observation City, staff in the
administrative section have not been
permitted to undertake the removal of
a typewriter from one place to another
because building unions are involved
with workers continuing construction
on part of the site?

(2) Is this conduct consistent with the
building and construction industry
code of conduct or Government pol-
icy?

(3) if it is, perhaps -the Minister would
advise why it falls within the code of
conduct?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (3) The Opposition's questions are

extraordinarily similar. That matter
has not been brought to my attention.
As far as I am aware no employer
made a complaint prior to the report I
received from the Chief Industrial
Commissioner. No employer has
made a complaint to the Western
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Australian Industrial Relations Com-
mission about the conduct of the BLF.

The Government's role is to set up a
framework. A framework has been set
up, and people should avail them-
selves of it.

SLOW LEARNING CHILDREN'S GROUP
OF WA

Homes

382. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Planning:

(t) Is he aware that the Stow Learning
Children's Group has been granted'
$200 000 by the Commonwealth
Government to purchase homes in
residential areas such as the one cur-
rently in use at Bassendean?

(2) As nobody would want to see a repeat
of what happened at Bassendean, will
the Minister assure the House that a
situation will not be created where
legislation will come before the House
that will affect other areas where such
houses will be purchased?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) 1 am not aware of any grant that may
or may not have been given to the
Slow Learning Children's Group of
WA; it is obviously a voluntary group
and it has no obligation to report to
me on its finances, and does not do so.

(2) With regard to the legislation, that will
not proceed in the current session of
Parliament. During the dinner break
last night I received a telephone call
from Mr Tony Lennon, the planning
executive of the Local Government
Association, saying that the
Bassendean Town Council had a
meeting yesterday at which it agreed
in the short term not to proceed with
the prosecution of the Slow Learning
Children's Group for the occupation
of the house in Third Avenue,
Bassendean. That is, it will instruct its
solicitors that the matter should be ad-
journed at least until next May in or-
der to allow time for the working
party, which the Local Government
Association and I agreed should be set
up, to reach an agreement on the way
in which these residential houses
should operate.

Under those circumstances I have
given Mr Lennon, and I will give pub-
licly, an undertaking that the legis-
lation will not proceed pending the
conclusions reached by that working
party. I will seek leave later this even-
ing to withdraw the legislation from
the Notice Paper. We will allow the
working party to work out an agreed
set of rules by which everyone will
abide. That should alleviate every-
body's worries.
I appreciate the tremendous amount
of work a number of people have done
to reach an agreement to put the pros-
ecution off so that the working party
can address the issue and reach con-
clusions. I include Mr Tony Lennon
from the Local Government Associ-
ation; his contribution was very im-
portant. I also include the member for
Karrinyup who I understand took
some part in the discussions and nego-
tiations to bring about that agreed
situation. I am happy that this
position has been reached, and I ap-
preciate the bipartisan approach
adopted to this question.

SUPERANNUATION
Building Workers Industrial Union: Demands

383. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) Has the Minister been made aware of

the incidence of any bans imposed at
any lime over recent months by the
Building Workers Industrial Union at
any metropolitan sites in support of
union demands regarding super-
annuation?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the Building
Workers Industrial Union has placed
bans on various companies in the con-
struction industry to force them to
make additional payments to the
building unions superannuation
scheme?

(3) What action has the Minister taken to
confirm or deny the incidence of these
bans and to ensure that this blatant
industrial blackmTail is thwarted?

(4) Does the Government support a sep-
anate State-based superannuation
scheme for the construction industry
in Western Australia?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) The Leader of the Opposition obvi-

ously continues to either misunder-
stand or ignore the role of the indus-
trial relations process. If an employer
has bans placed on him, her, or it, and
if that employer wants to take issue,
then the employer goes to the Indus-
trial Relations Commission. Presum-
ably some employers run to the
Leader of the Opposition and he as-
sumes that some employers will run to
me. Of course, they are at liberty to
inform us of what is happening, but
the place to resolve industrial matters
is in the commission. When the
Leader of the Opposition was in
Government his Ministers continued
to decry the role of the commission
and, in fact, interfered with it. I have
repeated time and time again that em-
ployers and unions who are concerned
about these issues should go to the
commission and have the matter
resolved there.

(4) The Government certainly believes
that there is a case for superannuation
funds to be based in Western Australia
and for Western Australians to have
an opportunity to participate in the
decision-making about the investment
of those funds. Discussions are being
held at a State and national level to
ascertain the extent to which this can
be achieved.

EDUCATION
High Schools: Balls

384. Mr CLARKO,. to' the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware that Govern-

ment high schools have, according to
information I have received, been
holding expensive and formally-
dressed dinners and/or balls at city or
suburban hotels for year I I and 12
pupils, during term time, and continu-
ing to the small hours of the morning
in some cases? The example given to
me was a ball held at-.the Merlin Hotel
from 8.00 p.m. to 2.00 a~m., costing
$25 a head, when the dress was long
frocks and dinner jackets?

(2) If the answer is yes, does the Minister
support such activities?

(3) If not, does the Minister propose to
take any action regarding these func-
tions which some citizens regard as in-
appropriate?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) I have never been approached on that

subject. I am aware that some senior
high schools have fairly formal social
events, mainly for year 12 students,
some of which run fairly late. I had
not heard of the 2.00 a~m. finishing
time.

(2) and (3) Normally schools get involved
in that kind of activity as a way of
preparing their senior students for the
transition from school to adult so-
ciety. In that sense, the way in which
schools Operate is to be applauded.
However, it seems that functions last-
ing from 8.00 p.m. to 2.00 a.m. are
excessive in term time, if that occurs.
I will discuss this matter with the Act-
ing Director General of Education to
ascertain whether there is concern
within the education Department or
by parents about these activities, to
make sure that suitable guidelines arc
prepared and circulated to schools.

AMERICA'S CUP DIRECTORY
Advertising: Prostitution

385. Mr BURKETT, to the Premier:
Has the Premier had the chance to
check details of the question asked by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
last night with regard to the official
America's Cup directory printed by
the State Printing Division?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I find that the advertisements to
which the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition referred were simply reprints of
the yellow pages of the telephone
book. That was the dastardly nature of
the crime of which I was guilty for
writing a foreword, as was the Tour-
ism Commission, Telecom, and every-
body else.
Not only that, but I have discovered
the plot within the plot. This was not
the ordinary, tricky, superficial, silly
question we have come to expect from
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
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This was an attempt to undermine the
member for Gascoyne. Having, from
the night of the election, set about try-
ing to undermine the Leader of the
Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition now casts his eyes ner-
vously from side to side to every
potential challenger.

Mysteriously-I do not know how it
has arrived-we have received this
publication in which the member for
Gascoyne exhorts us to use Steven, the
male masseur. This is not even nor-
mal, straight sex.

Mr Laurance: He is jolly good.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for
Gascoyne says that he is jolly good.
These are not yellow pages from the
telephone book but specially drawn-up
advertisements which say, for
example, "Hi, I'm Peter, welcome to
Perth. Male masseur, open seven days
a week, 10 p.m. to I a.m., telephone
328 6848". In the front of the book
the member for Gascoyne says, "I
commend to you the use of the book."

It really is much more adventurous
than the yellow pages ofthe phone
book. Another advertisement states,
"Free Swedish sauna, walk in. Also
RFMS with gym room".

This little doozey is the work of the
member for Gascoyne. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, trying to
nail the member for Gascoyne, has
bowled up a dorothy dixer about the
yellow pages of the telephone book.

I am not critical of the member for
Gascoyne-to each his own. But I do
think it demonstrates a remarkable
lack of loyalty on the part of the Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition. If he
wants to have it out with the member
for Gascoyne, he should be man
enough. There is some doubt about
that too, I suppose, in view of these
advertisements. But he should be
something enough to confront the
member for Gascoyne and not have
the Government do his dirty work
with facile questions that simply re-
flect upon himself.

AVONDALE RESEARCH STATION
Education Centre

386. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for
Agri culture:
(1) Has the Minister read correspondence

sent to him from Nedlands Primary
School commending Avondale as an
education centre? The correspondence
is from both teachers and students.

(2) Does the Minister agree that interac-
tion between city and country is im-
portant?

(3) Does the Minister agree that Avondale
is ideal for this purpose?

(4) Will the Minister give consideration
to finding sufficient funds to allow the
historical side of Avondale to con-
tinue?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) I thank the member for his question

and advise that I have received a let-
ter.

(2) 1 agree that Avondale does provide an
avenue for the interaction to which
the member referred.

(3) and (4) 1 question whether that inter-
action for city-based people should be
supplied at the expense of farmers and
country-based people, and whether it
should not be supplied by private
enterprise. I suggest to the member
that if he really believes that this type
of education should be supplied at the
expense of his own constituents, of
people in country areas, and particu-
larly of farmers, he should help to
bring about a situation whereby either
a service association or a private
enterprise group takes over that role,
because it is not a rural role at all. It is
an educational role, as the member
has correctly pointed out, and should
be funded independently of the agri-
cultural community.

FERRY
MV "Perth "-Lease

387. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:

Further to his answer to this House
last evening regarding the leasing of
the refurbished MV Perth by
Transperth, can he now tell the
House-
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(1) Is the cost of refurbishment
approximately $650 000?

(2) To whom was it proposed to lease
the vessel?

(3) How did this company earn this
rightt-for instance, was it by ten-
der-and if not, why not?

(4) Why has this company now with-
drawn, as it has according to the
Minister's answer? Is it because
the Government has not met the
conditions of the proposed lease?

(5) How much is expected to be
earned by leasing this vessel for
the America's Cup period?

Mr TROY replied;
In view of the number of questions
put, I think it would be appropriate
for them to go on the Notice Paper
and I will then gladly supply the re-
sponse-

ABORIGINAL LIAISON COMMITTEE
Select Committee Reports

388. Mr P. J. SMITH, to the Premier
(t) Is the Premier aware that three separ-

ate reports have been presented to the
Legislative Council as a result of the
inquiry conducted by the Select Com-
mittee into allegations about the use
of funds allocated to the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee during the Abor-
iginal land inquiry?

(2) Does the Government view Select
Committees of the Parliament as a de-
sirable method of impartially testing
allegations by members of Parlia-
ment?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) There is' some doubt about

whether or not the report consisted of
two or three separate reports from the
four members who sat on the Select
Committee. Those members were
Hon. Norman Moore, Hon. Eric
Chariton, Hon. Tom Stephens, and
Hon. Mark Nevill.
It seems that, true to form, Hon.
Norman Moore was unable to gain
support for his report from even his
National Party colleague. Because of
the report presented by Mr Moore, Mr
Charlton signed a section which ap-
pears to express his own reservations

about any suggestion of Mr Moore's
that would amount to an allegation of
any impropriety on the pant of the for-
mer liaison committee chairman, the
member for Kimberley.

Mr Moore appears to have made a re-
port, part of which Mr Chariton agrees
with and pant of which be disagrees
with, and all of which the two Labor
members of the committee disagree
with because their report, signed by
the Government members, has found
that the Parliament should not form a
Select Committee which attempts to
sit in trial over allegations of wrongdo-
ing against groups or individuals, and
that a member of Parliament making
allegations of wrongdoing should not
chair a parliamentary committee
investigating those allegations, but
that the committee should be chaired
by a disinterested person. However, in
the case of the Legislative Council we
have seen that an interested person is
normally the criterion by which
chairmen are chosen for these com-
mittees, and in all cases when that is
the path followed we have this absurd
sort of situation.

The situation of having numerous re-
ports delivered concerning highly
specious allegations indicates there is
a need for Parliament to think very
seriously about how it sets up Select
Committees if those committees are to
be viewed as something more than
politically motivated kangaroo courts
and if their recommendations are to
be treated with credibility in the com-
munity.

I suppose we should be thankful, now
these reports are in that Hon. Norman
Moore joins the ranks of Hon. Neil
Oliver as someone to whom no-one
pays much attention when it comes to
judging credibility. Hon. Norman
Moore cannot even get his own side to
agree with him, because he is so ex-
treme when he deals with any matter
concerning Aboriginal people that any
right-thinking member of the Parlia-
ment will not agree with him. That
does not exclude people like the
Leader of the Opposition.
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Withdrawal ofRemark
Mr HASSELL: The remarks made by the

Premier are clearly contrary to the
Standing Orders, which prohibit a
member of this House from making
disparaging remarks about, or ques-
tioning the motives of, a member of
the other House. I believe those
remarks should be withdrawn, and
certainly that they should not be
continued.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am happy to with-
draw them; and if the Leader of the
Opposition believes that Hon.
Norman Moore is not extreme, that
speaks volumes for the Leader of the
Opposition.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr BRIAN BURKE: In any case, I will

wind up by simply saying that this
whole exercise was an exercise in
shabbiness. The member for Mt
Lawley cringes, as well he might, be-
cause he is embarrassed about it; and I
accept that.

Mr Watt: How can you say that?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Because I am
watching him. He is cringing in his
seat. The man is getting red at the ear-
tips.

I will wind up my remarks simply by
saying that it was a very shabby exer-
cise. It was an attempt to drag Abor-
iginal people, ill-equipped and gener-
ally unable to defend themselves in
this sont of forum, before a Select
Committee chaired by a man who has
very firm views about the way in
which Aboriginal people should be
treated, and who is on public record as
having those views which, rightly or
wrongly, would not be the views of
most of us in this House, nor most of
those who sit with him in another
place. That is the truth of it, and it has
backfired into a shabby exercise that
not even the National Party will put
its name to.

Mr Spriggs: Mr Deputy Speaker, I have a
question-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): I
will leave the Chair until 7.15 p.m.

Mr Laurance: Shame!

Wihdrowal of Remark
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I re-

quest that the member for Gascoyne
immediately withdraw his remark and
apologise to the Chair.

Mr LAURANCE: I am happy to do so, Mr
Deputy Speaker. I withdraw and
apologise.
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